
Civics Engagement Task Force 
Minutes 

Sept.13, 2016 

Place: Cocoa Campus, 12-205 

Start time: 3:06pm 

End time: 4:21pm 

Facilitators: Dr. Simpson and Barbara Kennedy 

Note Taker: Karyn Ott 

 

Attending: Karen MacArthur, Erin Baird, Carrie Wells, Cindy Puckett, Joe Lee Smith, 

Phil Simpson, Barbara Kennedy, Michael Cadore, Kimberly Greene, Jacinta --------, 

Karyn Ott 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

-new member, _______ Moneymaker 

 

II. Review of 2015-16 Process - Dr. Simpson  

- Dr. Simpson reviewed last year's  accomplishments 

 

III. 2016-19 Strategic Plan 

-Objectives 1.3.2, 1.4.1, 1.4.2, 2.3.3 (handout) 

-We will have to show  20% rise.  We need a benchmark standard - we will work on this 

in the coming academic year. 

-Global Engagement Office will be a part of the mission 

-Clearing House from St. Pete. 

-We have our Great Debate (Muro) that made it into the best practices to St. Pete 

-We have time to work in "chunks" 

-The Strategic Plan can be viewed on-line 

 

IV. Fall 2016 Civic Engagements Activities 

-Director Evelyn Young is working with SL Directors to incorporate civic engagement at 

the SGA level 

-A.P. Kennedy  talked about Green Dot and other October activities. Tonight, in Cocoa, 

the Theater students are presenting a play that works into the Green Dot Initiative by 

dealing with bullying and sexual harassment.  This will be followed by a round-table 

discussion with Dr. Ritchey, Barbara Kennedy.  Green Dot training are coming in 

October. 

-Constitution Day at Melbourne Campus (arranged by Muro) with Mr. Ellis.  Dr. Smith 

reported that the event went very well. 

-Candidate Forums on Melbourne and Cocoa campuses are planned 

-Dr. Baird reported on the Care Fairs, more to come 

-Ms. Wells reported that now the one-credit hour classes are now to be assessed. 

-Dr. Simpson reviewed the Core Abilities and how they linked to courses/programs. 

Model Civic and Ethical Responsibility.  The hope is that we will now see student 

evidence. 

-We need to tell the story about how the College prepares student to be good citizens. 



-The CSLCE would be our in-house clearing center.  Sarah Woodring email: the web 

page for CSLCE is still in process.  Ms. Harwood is creating a "Civic Engagement" 

section for the "chapters" of our story along with the documents from this committee. 

-We do not have a protocol and/or a process for capturing data yet - possible task for this 

year. 

-We need to think about the baseline for measurement.  We will need to demonstrate 

solid growth over the next three years.  Discussion about having our baseline at the 

number of events and then expand from there. 

-Dr. Simpson noted that we will have impressive numbers due to S-L.  CSLCE have now 

started tracking the community partners.  One of our bigger challenges will be the faculty 

and staff side. 

-A.P. Kennedy is in charge of the Leadership program that involves the community with 

staff and faculty.   

-Question in terms of faculty involvement in CSLCE in terms of MCC.  Also, do we 

volunteer as representatives of the College? 

-It was noted that we need photographic/multimedia evidence to help tell our story. 

-We do need a self reporting form.  A WUFU form can be set up to which documents can 

be attached that would go to a central place. 

 

Action Item: We need to set our 2016-17 calendar. 

 

Item: It has been recommended and we are in agreement that documents be housed in 

CSLCE 

 

V. Florida Students Decide! / State Best Practices 

-Two phase event to engage students in the political process. 

-We already have a tradition of  (non-partisan) Candidates Forums. 

-Phase 1 is that the students create a video (edited by the College) and it is sent to  

   St. Pete. 

-Phase 2 - a statewide Watch Party of the completed, streamed video. 

-Dr. Simpson mentioned that the Digital Bobcats (student club at Titusville) would be 

   allowed (it has been sanctioned) to create such a video.  If the Digital Bobcats are not 

   interested, it would be best not to do this.  Timing is an issue. 

 

VI. EFSC Center for Service-Learning and Civic Engagement Rebranding 

-rebranding due to this task force 

-Selfies for Service through CSLCE Facebook page. 

-Campus Compact: Sue Philips and our Partnership with Endeavor will be recognized at 

the Campus Compact Gala in November. 

-From Cocoa: two college days for Cambridge and Endeavor, Dental Hygiene will be 

continuing their outreach, Hispanic Heritage Celebration, 2016-17 Good Neighbor 

Service Challenge. 

-Now looking to find a way to  properly track faculty and staff volunteering. 

-New staff member at Palm Bay campus, Sydney Greye. 

 

VII. Model United Nations Chapter 



-We were approached by a College consultant, Dr. Tom Furlong from St. Pete, to form a 

Model United Nations chapter at the College. 

-Student organization run by the students with oversight.  The student delegates that 

represent a country other the United States.  Chris Muro is working with Dr. Simpson to 

make it to the first event.  We are welcome to attend as observers.  It has been given an 

epic budget line.  They will prepare for New York conference. 

 

VIII. Other 

-Be on the lookout for assignments. 

-Questions about collecting information concerning student voting (anon. of course).  

Getting data will be more involved. 

 

Next Meeting: sometime in early November, TBA   

 

 


