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5th Credit Option - Service Learning 
Volunteer and service-learning experiences are reciprocally beneficial for both the 

community and students.  For many community organizations, students augment service 

delivery, meet crucial human needs and provide a basis for future citizen support.  For 

students, community service is an opportunity to enrich and apply classroom knowledge; 

explore careers or majors; develop civic skills, enhance personal growth and self-image; 

develop job links; and most of all foster in students a concern for social responsibility and 

commitment to human service. – Center for Service-Learning & Civic Engagement 

 

You may earn a 5th credit hour in this course through service learning.   

 

Purpose: 

• Earn 1 elective credit in biology 

• Document service hours on your 

academic transcript 

• Enrich course content 

• Explore a career/major 

• Help your community 

• Apply course concepts  

• Develop knowledge and skills 

• Establish community/job contacts 

• Improve self confidence 

• Develop life and occupational 

skills 

 

Requirements: 

• Minimum of 20 hours of community service in biological field 

• Maintain a journal of volunteer activities and reflections 

• Attend a one-hour reflection seminar with the Center for Service-Learning & Civic 

Engagement 

• Complete a final volunteer project synthesizing your volunteer activities 

 

Details 

• 1 academic elective credit hour (BSCC 2948) 

• Deadline to register for 1 credit hour is approximately February, June, and October 

• Students pay the normal fee for the 1 credit hour course 

• Students will receive a separate grade for the elective one credit hour course  

• Students can take this elective one credit hour course up to three times for credit  

 

Steps 

• Let you professor know you are interested in the 5th credit hour 

• Contact the Center for Service-Learning & Civic Engagement on any EFSC campus 

(Melbourne office is building 10 room 209, 433-5610) 

• Complete a service learning contract with the Center for Service-Learning & Civic 

Engagement 

https://www.easternflorida.edu/student-life/center-for-service-learning/
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• Register for 1 credit hour in BSCC 2948 

• Talk with the Center for Service-Learning & Civic Engagement and your professor 

about volunteer locations 

• Get your professor’s approval on a volunteer location 

• Volunteer while simultaneously keeping a journal of your activities and reflections 

• Get your professor’s approval on a final volunteer project (ideally this is 

something that gives back to the place you volunteered) 

• Attend a one-hour reflection seminar with the Center for Service-Learning & Civic 

Engagement 

• Turn in your final paperwork to the Center for Service-Learning & Civic Engagement 

and your professor 

• Turn in your journal and final volunteer project to your professor  


