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ADDENDUM TO COURSE SYLLABUS:   Service Learning 4th credit option 

ENC 1101 

This is a 3 credit hour course.  You qualify for graduation when several requirements are met, including 

total credit hours attempted and successfully completed.  Therefore, through this Service Learning 

option, you can earn one more credit hour (given that you complete all the activities and assignments as 

detailed below) 

THE EASTERN FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE CENTER FOR STUDENT LEARNING FACULTY PACKET 

SUMMARIZES THE PROGRAM AS FOLLOWS: 

Volunteer and service-learning experiences are reciprocally beneficial for both the community and 

students.  For many community organizations, students augment service delivery, meet crucial human 

needs and provide a basis for future citizen support.  For students, community service is an opportunity 

to enrich and apply classroom knowledge; explore careers or majors; develop civic skills; enhance 

personal growth and self-image; develop job links; and most of all foster in students a concern for social 

responsibility and commitment to human service (1). 

TO QUALIFY FOR THE 4TH CREDIT, STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING: 

• Register for the class ENC 2948 at the Center for Service Learning at any campus and pay tuition for 

one credit hour. 

• Complete 20 hours of volunteer work at an approved site; the Center has a very long list of sites that 

are eager for volunteers.  You should pick a site that somehow corresponds to a particular career 

interest or another site where you feel the benefit would be mutual. 

• Complete paperwork with the Center for Service-Learning.  Hours must be logged. 

• Participate in a mid-semester seminar on the Service-Learning experience. 

• Turn in a three page (approximately 750 word) typewritten journal for a grade. 

• Give a brief presentation to the class about your overall experience in this program (written for 

online students)  

IF THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS ARE ONLY PARTIALLY FULFILLED, THE STUDENT’S GRADE FOR THE 

FOURTH CREDIT WILL REFLECT THE DEFICIENCY. 

GUIDELINES FOR WRITING A SERVICE-LEARNING JOURNAL: 

• The journal must be typed. 

• The entire journal must be AT LEAST three full typed pages. 



• Begin by DESCRIBING the volunteer site:  What activities did you participate in?  What 

contribution(s) did you make?  What duties did you perform, and for whom?  Is the site what you 

expected?  What took you “off guard” or otherwise left an impression? 

• Now write about your IMPRESSIONS of the work.  Be honest.  Do you think the work was 

worthwhile?  Use adjectives and adverbs.  Was it boring?  Eventful?  Challenging?  Provide your true 

thoughts about the experience. 

• Did this experience change or otherwise impact your opinion(s) about 1) your community, 2) 

yourself, 3) your career path, 4) other issues?  Be as specific as possible. 

• End by offering an overall CRITIQUE of service learning.  We call this service-learning (with an 

emphasis on both, not one or another).  Does this definition match your experience? 


