
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

MINUTES AUGUST 19, 2022 9:25 A.M. MELBOURNE BUILDING 7-114 

 

MEETING 

CALLED BY 
Anthony Akers 

TYPE OF 

MEETING 
Fall Welcome Back AC Meeting 

FACILITATOR Anthony Akers 

NOTE TAKER Michelle Stanifer 

ATTENDEES 

Tony Akers, Michelle Stanifer, Joanna White, Brandon Smith, Frank 

Christopian, Timothy Sears, Stephanie Nardone, Haley Osbourne, Steve 

Gilmore, Dr. Phil Simpson, Ilana Grimes, Andrew Lieb, Holly Tkaczyk, Sarah 

Paige, Roland Chambers, Brian McLellan, Dr. Catherine Johnston, John Combs, 

David Shedrow, Joe Wakim, Steven Hicks, Jonathon Emond, Dorothy McCalla, 

Amy Rieger, Marika Koch, Dr. ChanJi Kim, Mark Quathamer, Josh Humphries, 

Deborah Eaton, Dr. Laura Dunn, Ashley Olund, Jimmy Gamez, Ed Mango, Dr. 

Katina Gothard. 

 

I. Agenda topics:   Approval of Minutes and Announcements 

II. Announcements 

III. Presentations and Guests 

IV. Curriculum Review 

V. New Business 

VI. Open Business 

   

   

DISCUSSION 

Approval of April Minutes:  Motion to approve the Minutes from the April 
2022 meeting made by Deborah Eaton and seconded by John Combs. No 
objections/abstentions. Motion carried.  

 

 

   
 ANNOUNCEMENTS ANTHONY AKERS 

DISCUSSION 

Tony Akers announced that there was an AC Schedule conflict for some 

today and couldn’t attend. Tony congratulated Ilana Grimes, our new 

Dean of Instruction. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & CURRICULUM ANTHONY AKERS 

DISCUSSION  

GUESTS: Tony Akers welcomed all guests, including staff, administrators, and faculty. 

CURRICULUM: 
None. 

 

  

 NEW BUSINESS/COMMITTEES ANTHONY AKERS 

DISCUSSION   

The Grand Debate: Josh Humphries announced upcoming student debate on 
Constitution Day, “The Great Debate”, which will include an interview with 
Sheriff Ivey. Final debate is November 10th. Requesting help from Faculty to 
recruit students as well as input on topics for debates. Tony requested a 
handout. Josh will provide. 
 
MyGPS/Guided Pathways/Meta-Majors: Dr. ChanJi Kim explained the situation 
regarding meta-majors and how they have disappeared from the MyGPS system. 
Discussion ensued. Dr. Simpson will send Tony Akers any information that he finds 
out. Tony will invite Catherine Harwood to the next AC meeting to explain the 
website processes. 
 

Master AC Roster: Tony Akers shared the master AC Roster on the screen. 
Discussion ensued regarding structural changes and possible changes to the 
structure of AC. No changes made.  
 

Curriculum Reviews: Tony Akers announced that he is in attendance at every 
CDC meeting, and he can come back to AC confident that all curriculum has 
been thoroughly reviewed. The CDC process was explained. The next CDC is 
next Friday. 
 

Speech & Foreign Language Vacancy: Holly Erler has stepped down and Dr. 
Sharon Cronk-Raby is working on filling the vacancy. 
 
 

AC Handbook Committee: Tony Akers plans to step down soon and needs a 
new chair for the AC Handbook Committee. 
 
AC Goals & Goal Sharing: Dr. Dunn had questions regarding AC and what our 
overarching goals are. Discussion ensued regarding duplication of efforts with 
different committees and how we can all work together to help each other 
become more effective. 
 
Spring Meeting Dates: Dr. Katina Gothard, Chair of the Professional Development 
Committee, is requesting dates for the spring AC Meetings, so as not to create any 



 

conflicts with other committees. Dates for the spring AC meetings were reviewed. 
Motion to approve by Amy Rieger. Seconded by David Shedrow. No objections or 
abstentions. Motion carried. 
 

COMMITTEES: 
 
Curriculum Development Committee: Patty Harmon could attend. Her 
attendance was required at another meeting. Dr. Dunn announced that more 
curriculum reviewers are needed.  
 
Committee Tracking Committees: Jennifer McCann – none. 

 

Diversity Committee: Dillon Caldwell had other obligations and could not be in 

attendance. Tony Akers announced how well he is doing as the Chair of the 

Diversity Committee.  

 

ETAC/LMS: Michelle Stanifer – none. 

Library:  Holly Tkaczyk announced that they are very happy to be under Dr. 

Cronk-Raby.  

 

Assessments: Mark Quathamer announced a name change. The Assessment 

Committee will now be called APAC – Academic Program Assessment Committee. 

There are 33 program reviews this year. Next meeting is September 20th. Anyone 

is invited. 

 

Handbook:  See above – AC Handbook committee. 

 

 

 OPEN BUSINESS ANTHONY AKERS 

 

• Laura Dunn initiated a conversation regarding House Bill No. 7 and the 

diversity concerns/lawsuit concerns that it brings. Tony Akers to send 
out a short PowerPoint that he received regarding this bill.  

• Dr. Katina Gothard announced that the Office for Undergraduate 

Research has been dissolved. Ilana Grimes indicated that this was a 

rumor and untrue. 

• Motion to adjourn: John Combs. Seconded: Haley Osbourne. Motion carried. 

 

 

      Adjournment:  11:42 a.m. 


