
 

ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

MINUTES OCTOBER 20, 2023 9:17 AM MICROSOFT TEAMS 

 

MEETING 

CALLED BY 
Anthony Akers 

TYPE OF 

MEETING 
AC Meeting 

FACILITATOR Anthony Akers 

NOTE TAKER Michelle Stanifer 

ATTENDEES 

Tony Akers, Michelle Stanifer, Justin Archey, Cheryl Cangelosi, Dr. John Combs, Dr. 

Nicole DeCaro, Dr. Lawrence Roberge, Jonathan Emond, Jimmy Gamez, Steve 

Gilmore, Josh Humphries, Dr. Robert Lamb, Ed Mango, Dale McGinnis, Daniel 

McKinnon, Dr. Wendy McLallen, Nick Bergan, Ashley Olund, Matthew Phipps, 

Chuck Greenwood, Patricia Harmon, Dr. Mark Quathamer, Timothy Sears, Dr. Tim 

Shary, David Shedrow, Marian Smith, Lynn Spencer, Amy Stein, Dr. James Turner, 

Valerie Gallucci, Joanna White, Kim Coluccio, Mane Avestisyan, Ted Hartselle, Dr. 

ChanJi Kim, Pilar Florez, Brian McLellan, Jason McGregor, Dr. Gabriel Dinca, Dr. 

Haley Osborn, Dorothy McCalla, Dr. Laura Dunn, Rick Palmer, Jocelyn Crim, Tonia 

Graham, Dr. Katina Gothard, Dr. Haley Osborn, Carrie Wells, Kelli Leslie. 

 

 

I. Agenda topics:   Approval of Minutes and Announcements 

II. Announcements 

III. Presentations and Guests 

IV. Curriculum Review 

V. New Business 

VI. Open Business 

   

DISCUSSION 

Approval of September 22, 2023, Minutes:  Correction: Dorothy McCalla is not 
stepping down as Chair of Diversity. Motion to approve the Minutes from the 
August 18, 2023 meeting made by John Combs and seconded by Steve 
Gilmore. No objections/abstentions. Motion carried.  

 

DISCUSSION ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & CURRICULUM ANTHONY AKERS 



 

DISCUSSION  

GUESTS: Tony Akers welcomed all guests, including staff, administrators, and faculty. Introductions 
made. 

CURRICULUM APPROVALS: Tony Akers brought up the list of curriculum to be approved. Patty Harmon 
talked about OST curriculum. CPT was approved and the Non-Substantive Change Form is waiting to be 
signed from Andrew Lieb. Tony Akers attended the CDC Meeting and all curriculum has been 
approved. Tony briefly spoke about honors courses. Discussion ensued. Motion to bulk approve made 
by Dr. John Combs. Seconded by Timothy Sears. No objections/abstentions. Motion carried. 
 

  

 NEW BUSINESS/COMMITTEES ANTHONY AKERS 

DISCUSSION   

Administrative Announcements: Mark Quathamer spoke about the SACSCOC visit 
that happened last week. As of now, the full written report is expected within the 
next week or two. At this point, there are no recommendations made and there is 
no follow-up reporting required. Congratulations to the entire faculty and 
Administrators. Mark also talked about some feedback that was provided on The 
Exit Interview. There is one more review and we will be fully reaffirmed in the 
summer of 2024. 
 
Debate Competition: Josh Humphries talked about The Grand Debate being held 
on October 23rd from 6-8 pm and the AI Advantage Workshop that will be held in 
Melbourne on November 9th.  Discussion ensued regarding academic integrity and 
how to steer students to use AI to assist them to think for themselves instead of 
using it to cheat. 
 
Honors Program:  Josh Humphries gave an update on the Honors Program. He 
was not aware that the honors classes didn’t make last semester and the 
disappointment that caused to the students and the faculty. Working hard to build 
a new program and turn things around. Shared slide show. Discussion ensued.  
Concern that honors courses are being pushed through by the administration 
without the curriculum being reviewed by the faculty. 
 
NERDS 2023: Katina Gothard reviewed the NERDS 2023 Conference. It is going to 
become an annual event. Tony Akers gave some feedback. He enjoyed the 
conference and encouraged faculty to attend. 
 
Possible New AC Committee: Dr. Laura Dunn informed that a new committee, 
Blended Learning, which the Online Steering Council recommends should become 
a new committee under the Academic Council. The vote wasn’t unanimous, but 
majority ruled. Discussion ensued. Motion to adopt the Blended Learning 
Committee under the umbrella of the Academic Council made by Dr. Combs. 
Seconded by Lynn Spencer. No objections/abstentions. Motion carried. Katina 
Gothard offered to get the ball rolling, but she will not be the Chair.  
 
Educational Materials Selection Process: Jason McGregor indicated there is an 
issue with sequential courses vs. non-sequential courses. Some science courses or 
other courses that may use a workbook, there may be a consideration to have one 
workbook for that course. Based on the current language of the handbook it isn’t 
clear if a lab manual or workbook should be consumable and if it is up to the 



 

individual discretion of the faculty member. Tony Akers spoke with Ramona Smith 
regarding this subject and this subject may need to be revisited. Discussion 
ensued. This item will be further discussed at a later time. 
 
CIM: New curriculum tracking software. John Combs attended a webinar this 
week. Shared slide show presentation. Anyone interested in the information, 
contact Patty Harmon. This new system will be rolled out in May and released in 
the fall of 2024 and will replace the CATS System. Patty Harmon indicated there 
are serious concerns about this, as the faculty weren’t asked to look at the 
software before it was purchased. There are some things in the software that may 
or may not be hurdles for us to overcome because of the level of administration. 
CDC will keep doing what they are doing until they are told to do differently. 
Discussion ensued. As soon as Patty receives more information, she will share 
with the council.  
 
Reminders: If you have not typed your name into the Chat to mark your 
attendance, please do so now. 
 
Leadership Summit: Tony Akers updated the last Leadership Summit. 
 
SACSCOC Luncheon: Tony Akers informed that it was a very comfortable and 
informal luncheon.  
 
COMMITTEES: 
 
Curriculum Development Committee:  Patty Harmon informed that the next 
meeting is on November 10th. Some nursing files are coming up for the next 
meeting. No backlog at this time.   
 
Assessments: Wendy McLellan informed that the SACS Review Team met with 
three committee members. Very productive conversation and very positive. The 
next meeting is November 3rd, 2023. Reviewing improvement plan from last year. 
Requested faculty representatives for the committee.  
 

Diversity Committee: None. 

 

ETAC/LMS: None. 

OER:  Marian Smith announced a webinar coming up December 1st. Link was 
placed in the Chat. Webinar will be recorded and can be watched at a later 
time. She will be attending and will report back to the AC. 
 
Library:  None. Ashley Olund indicated they were meeting next month. 

Approved through email some changes to library fees.   

 

Academic Integrity: Laura Dunn facilitated the last meeting for Joe Wakim. 

Committee has been tasked by Dr. Fletcher to write a policy and procedure for 

Academic Integrity for EFSC coming from Faculty recommendations to 

Administration. A sub-committee is going to be working on writing a draft policy 

to bring back to the committee for review. 



 

 

Faculty Handbook: None. 

 

Honors Committee: None.  

 

OPEN FORUM/ROUND TABLE: None. 

 

Next Meeting: November 17th, 2023, at 9:15 a.m., via Teams. 

 

  

 

Motion to adjourn: John Combs. Second: ChanJi Kim. No objections/abstentions. Motion carried. 

 

 

      Adjournment:  12:34 p.m. 


