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Minutes 

Science and Engineering Cluster Meeting 

Thursday, August 13, 2020, 1:00 – 4:00 PM 

TEAMS Link: Join Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 
 

1. Meeting Began at 1:05. Roll Call 

 

Anthony El-Khouri (C) Daryl Davis (M) Billie Brown (P) Billy Fried (T) 

James Bottesch (C) Eric Harms (M) Janice Burger (P) Marie Knight (T) 

Jimmy Gamez (C) Scott Herber (M) Xiaodi Chen (P) Jim Yount (T) (Chair) 

Mevlut Guvendik (C) Zhengrong Li (M) Wade Dauberman (P)  

Anastasia Harris (C)  Penny McDonald (M) Melodee DeCoteau (P)  

Jason McGregor (C) Rajesh Meloram (M) Andrew Dutra (P)  

Cristina Moisii (C) Amanda Rose Newton (M) Donna Iannotti (P)  

Amy Picchi (C) Slav Peytchev (M) Dale McGinnis (P)  

Dan Wagner (C) Alan Spindler (M) Joshua Ojwang (P)   

Tatiana Zuvich (C) Ashley Spring (M)  Susan Phillips (P)   

 William Stewart (M) Jessica Schrader (P)  

 Susan Styron (M) Ramona Smith (P)  

 Ronald Vanderveer (M)   

    

Frank Margiotta (C - AP)    

    

*Absent, Excused †Absent, Unexcused   

 

 

2. Guest Speakers: Dolly Womack and Chelsea Burris (Pearson) 

Presentation centered around advantages and implementation of First Day approach to e-texts and online 

components. Contact emails are Chelsea.burris@pearson.com and dolly.womack@pearson.com. Flyers and 

notes are attached. 

 

Some key points: The First Day program is a bookstore partnership. Students get courseware from the first day 

of class based on a pre-negotiated price and the bookstore cap. Students are guaranteed the lowest price. The 

online materials are available on Canvas the first day of class and the students are charged through their student 

account. Students have until drop add to decide if they want to opt out of the materials or keep them. (Op-In is 

the default, so they would really do nothing if they want the materials.) The bookstore and the school are 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGRlNGZiNzAtYTg4ZC00M2M4LTlhNDUtYWUwNGVjYzkyMGRi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220fa1d195-a5f4-4082-871d-dd909d3b9819%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2281334730-96d5-4846-af96-9082f3b05923%22%7d
mailto:Chelsea.burris@pearson.com
mailto:dolly.womack@pearson.com
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invoiced by Pearson. The opt out rate is less than 5%, probably because of the convenience. All students are 

charged at first but if they opt out, they are reimbursed. In order to opt out, students select the First Day button 

in the left column on canvas. If they wish to retain the materials, they do nothing. The three pillars of the first 

day program are affordability, access, and achieve ability. First Day is actually independent of Pearson, all 

publishers can participate. Pearson offers a 20% discount. 

 

The deadline for a faculty members choice to participate in First Day will probably be November. If you want 

to participate for the spring term, contact Chelsea Burress. First Day is available for dual enrollment students 

and veterans. The bookstore recommends that dual enrollment and veterans opt in in order for payment to be 

covered.  

 

 

3. New Faculty introductions / Retiring Faculty 

There are no new or retiring faculty. 

 

 

Old Business:  

 

4. Student Reports on Advisors 

Jim Yount was told by a student that an advisor told them not to take organic or physics at EFSC because med 

schools don't like it. Is anyone else still getting this? 

 

Faculty expressed concern that our advisors were telling students this. Situation seems to arise from UCF 

advisors telling students not to take organic chemistry and in some cases physics at state colleges because it 

would hurt their chances getting into medical school. This issue has been addressed several times over many 

years, most recently about 5 years ago. UF med school was contacted by Ramona, who was told that they have 

no problem with state college organic. Xiaodi reports that UCF wants students to complete physics sequence at 

the same place. Scott reports common course system requires acceptance by college, but program could deny. 

Jim will report to Phil Simpson and see what is going on, Scott will bring up with AAC.  

 

 

5. The Aquarium Project (Penny update from Spring agenda?) 

No update available at this time. 

 

 

6. X-Files Jam (Ramona update from Spring agenda?) 

Program proceeded in February as scheduled. No additional report at this time. 

 

 

New Business:  

 

7. Collegewide Strategies for Labs 

Collegewide variations in Fall scheduling. (attached) 

Jim presented compilations of what various campuses were doing regarding labs for the upcoming semester, 

particularly the arrangement of hybrids versus online. There was some discussion of the problems with 

terminology such as hybrid versus live online asynchronous, etc. and student confusion. The EFO task force is 

currently refining these definitions.  

Online synchronous may still exist after the current pandemic protocol, but it is not being discussed yet. 
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What about teaching in two rooms? 

An idea had been floated by some faculty to conduct a large lab class at one time by splitting students into two 

separate rooms. It was unanimously agreed by the Cluster that a faculty member cannot conduct lab work in 

two separate non adjoining rooms. This would present insurmountable safety and instructional difficulties.  

 

 

8. Accidental(?) Course Changes (Scott) 

From Scott email: “I am reaching out to you to get a list together of anyone who has been affected by this so I 

can find out if this is a collegewide issue or I am just the lucky person this is happening to. Our scheduling has 

been hacked in the past as well as currently.   Last time it was hacked we had a course cancelled by someone 

not from our department and it happened IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TERM while the class was in 

session. Now room numbers and times have been erased from our schedules which is causing chaos for those 

who are doing synchronous live online.  Please check your schedules and check with your department chairs. 

Let me know if this is happening in your departments because this is a waste of person hours to put back in the 

schedule.” 

 

Class times were wiped out as were places in recent schedules. It seemed to be primarily for asynchronous 

classes but synchronous were also affected. This apparently created a lot of confusion, so be sure to explain the 

modality of your class clearly in your Canvas shell, preferably on the front page near the top. Faculty should 

notify their Provost of any problems. The Department Chair can manually put it in the correct times.  

 

 

9. General Safety Training  

There will be three/four trainings this fall for safety. Bill Farmer has decided to separate out the (1) chemical 

and hazardous waste training and he will be designing that. Jim, Marilyn Cook, and the Lab Coordinators have 

been redoing the (2) General Lab Safety training that will be required for anyone who works in labs or with lab 

materials. In addition, there will be a training in (3) blood-borne pathogens for those who handle such materials. 

 

Current canvas dates and other dates on the web are incorrect but will be corrected soon. There is also a college 

wide training for (4) COVID-19 protocols. 

 

Post Meeting Addendum regarding safety training: 

The general lab safety training and bloodborne pathogens trainings have been completed as of August 27 

(bloodborne was borrowed courtesy of Health Sciences) and will be put up pretty soon. I do not know about the 

status of the chemical training. I am pretty sure that trainings will be due by the end of September. 

 

An additional point was raised during this discussion regarding paper Safety Data Sheets in the laboratory. 

Currently, the college practice is to have data sheets stored on computers. Faculty feel that this is fine in 

general, but that the paper data sheets should not be removed. This decision was based on the possible need for 

paper information if power is down or any other factor makes it difficult to access online information. Concern 

was expressed that we have a college wide person for chemicals and hazardous waste (Bill Farmer) but not for 

our overall safety program. 

 

MOTION: Paper copies of SDS should remain in the labs (Scott Herber; Second by Susan Styron).  

Resulting vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

Post Meeting Addendum regarding SDS: 
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The following was provided by Marilyn Cook. These rules do not specify or require the removal of paper SDS 

from the labs. However, in order to comply with Florida rules during inspections (this from Michelle 

Provencal), if asked about SDS, always take the inspector to the electronic database, not the binders.  

 

For SDS, we abide by OSHA and not Florida (see below) That is my interpretation at least. 
  
OSHA – Safety Data Sheets 

You can have a binder if it is updated and accessible.  
  
Employer Responsibilities 

Employers must ensure that the SDSs are readily accessible to employees for all hazardous chemicals in their 
workplace. This may be done in many ways. For example, employers may keep the SDSs in a binder or on 
computers as long as the employees have immediate access to the information without leaving their work area 
when needed and a back-up is available for rapid access to the SDS in the case of a power outage or other 
emergency. Furthermore, employers may want to designate a person(s) responsible for obtaining and 
maintaining the SDSs. If the employer does not have an SDS, the employer or designated person(s) should 
contact the manufacturer to obtain one. 

Florida SDS: What you need to know 

COMPARISON: STATE VS. FEDERAL 

Florida is not a “state plan” state; that is, it does not have a federally approved occupational safety and health 

program. The federal Occupational Safety and Health Act governs safety data sheet (SDS) requirements in 

private sector workplaces. There is no federal or state workplace safety standard for nonfederal public sector 

employers in Florida. 

 

10. Invite to Webinar (below from Carrie Wells)  

“I'd like to extend a personal invitation to you, and your cluster members, to the Department of Planning and 

Assessment and Assessment Committee Student Learning Outcomes Assessment webinar scheduled for Friday, 

Aug. 14, at 9 a.m. 

 

We will be discussing the difference between General Education and AA assessment and "unveiling" the 

proposed GenEd assessment plans. Since we will focus on our hopes and dreams for General Education 

assessment, I'd love to have as many GenEd instructors attend as possible. 

 

Additionally, last term, the Assessment Committee proposed a specific outcome to each cluster for your 

consideration. Some clusters have already accepted the outcome as their own, loving it and/or editing it until 

they love it. Others have not yet determined their level of acceptance. 

 

If your cluster has not yet sent feedback regarding the suggested outcome, please discuss it with your cluster on 

Aug. 13 at your meeting.” 

 

Post Meeting Addendum (from Carrie Wells - This was addressed to Cluster Chairs regarding assessment): 

https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3514.html
https://www.easternflorida.edu/faculty-staff/training-and-development/training-session.cfm?certcode=C017
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I know many of you were at the Learning Outcomes Update Webinar last Friday, but I did want to make sure 
you have the PowerPoints that were shared that day. Additionally, the recorded meeting has been added to 
MyCTE. You can find it by clicking the Student Outcomes Learning Assessment link upon entering MyCTE, and 
finding the file under Assessment Training. I have included the PowerPoint presentation file there as well. 
 
Just a few key assessment notes as we continue the term: 
Additionally, we are not collecting assessment data en masse for General Education-AA during Fall 2020. C7T 
program assessment will continue. We are, however, continuing a pilot to test data collection in Canvas if 
anyone is interested in participating. 
If your cluster has yet to approve the Assessment Committee recommended outcome, please determine if you 
will use that outcome, a new outcome, or an edited version before we begin the next steps in September. 
September 25th offers us a chance to gather (virtually) to work on those next steps. You will hear more about 
this as the date gets closer. For now, save the date! 
The next steps for General Education assessment include determining: 

How your cluster/disciplines will "rate" student work for the chosen outcome -- approve or edit AAC&U 
rubric, create a new one, etc. 
Performance standards/benchmarks for student performance for the outcome. 
Types of assignments appropriate to assess student performance -- universal, one type but varied by 
instructor, assignment libraries, etc.  
Collection plans 

 
If you have questions about any of this, please contact me, Mark Quathamer, or an Assessment Committee 
member.  
 

 

11. Recent Program Changes (attached) 

Faculty were referred to the attached table to see recent course changes. No discussion. 

 

 

12. Report on Cluster Chair Meeting 

Mainly to meet Dr. Fletcher. Some discussion of course designations, such as traditional hybrid versus live 

online synchronous, etc. These are going to be worked on for Spring. 

 

 

13. New Text for Environmental (Melodee) (attached) 

This text did not require approval by cluster (although we did one anyway and approved), however it was 

included as reminder that course changes for a single campus does not require a cluster vote even though the 

forms imply that it does. Software however does need to be approved unless it is already being used somewhere 

at the college. Fully electronic books that are not preapproved must meet or exceed college wide standards and 

the cluster does need to vote on it. Generally, only a vote between the discipline faculty within the cluster is 

required. 

 

Post Meeting Addendum (Jim): When seeking approval for software, please send me the VPAT as well as a 

contact name and number from the publisher. That’s all I need – there is no form for you to fill out.  
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14. Concerns Regarding BSCC 1010 Prerequisite for BSCC 2093  

Wade and Jim both reported students in the medical assisting program failing BSCC 2093. These students had 

their BSCC 1010 prerequisite waived by Health Sciences. Jim had been in touch with Patricia Rock, LPN, 

Medical Assistant Program Manager, but the virus happened and follow up lagged. Scott said he would look 

into the matter at AAC.  

 

Post Meeting Addendum: After our meeting, Scott notified Jim that Dr. Handfield was looking into the matter 

and intended to contact Dr. Sidoran. 

 

 

15. Assessment (Jess and Ramona)  

As part of the continuing assessment program, the Science and Engineering Cluster needs to establish a learning 

outcome, an achievement standard, and a rubric. A series of outcomes were being reviewed. We must be sure to 

write to the standards because it is a SACS requirement. An assessment will be required for a core ability and it 

will make it easier if we use an outcome that is close to critical thinking but different from that of other clusters. 

 

At this meeting the Cluster established problem-solving as the recommended general learning outcome. 

Students will be required to evaluate a problem. The following refined version was approved by unanimous 

vote: 

 

“Students will design, evaluate, or implement a strategy to answer an open-ended question or achieve a desired 

goal.”  

 

We will still need to establish standards and a rubric for this statement. It is not clear when this will be due but 

probably sometime in the fall. 

 

Post Meeting Addendum (from Jessica):  

“Just wanted to follow up with you about assessment after yesterday’s cluster meeting. Mark and Carrie’s 

presentation just ended, and you should receive an email from them with a presentation at some point. I’ve cc’d 

them (and Ramona) for feedback just in case I get anything wrong here. 

  

Since some of our faculty had questions yesterday about assessment for the fall term, I just wanted to clarify 

based on what I heard this morning. First, we do not need to report assessment data this fall, but hopefully we 

will be reporting in the spring. Later this fall, faculty for specific courses/disciplines are going to need to accept, 

modify or, if necessary, write a rubric to match our performance outcome. I have seen the proposed rubric for 

problem solving, and I think we will be able to modify (and simplify) it for the courses involved. We will also 

have to settle on a performance standard for each course or discipline (at least X % of students are expected to 

score a Y on the rubric).  

  

The courses in our cluster that are currently listed as Gen Ed courses that will need to assess this performance 

outcome (and also make the decisions listed above) are: 

AST 1002, BSCC 1005, BSCC 1010, CHM 1045, EVR 1001, PHY 2048, and PHYC 2053. I can’t guarantee 

that that won’t change, however.  

  

Right now, we (the science & engineering cluster faculty) don’t need to be working on anything for assessment 

within the cluster. Carrie and/or Mark should let Cluster Chairs know when it is time to start working on 

rubrics/performance standards (sometime after 9/25, I think).” 

 

15. Meeting Adjourned at 3:00 pm. 
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Post Meeting Addendum: It was established via email exchange after the meeting that AAC Representative 

for the 2020-2021 year will continue to be Jimmy Gamez, with Dan Wagner serving as alternate.  
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| Mastering | Biology

  Student Registration Instructions

To register for Campbell Biology, 13/e:

1. Go to  https://www.pearson.com/mastering .

2. Under Register, select Student.

3. Confirm you have the information needed, then select OK! Register now.

4. Enter your instructor’s course ID: efsc61575, and Continue.

5. Enter your existing Pearson account username and password to Sign In.

You have an account if you have ever used a MyLab or Mastering product.

» If you don’t have an account, select Create and complete the required fields.

6. Select an access option.

» Enter the access code that came with your textbook or that you purchased

separately from the bookstore.

» If available for your course,

• Buy access using a credit card or PayPal.

• Get temporary access.

If you're taking another semester of a course, you skip this step.

7. From the You're Done! page, select Go To My Courses.

8. On the My Courses page, select the course name Campbell Biology, 13/e  to start your

work.

To sign in later:

1. Go to  https://www.pearson.com/mastering .

2. Select Sign In.

3. Enter your Pearson account username and password, and Sign In.

4. Select the course name Campbell Biology, 13/e  to start your work.

To upgrade temporary access to full access:

1. Go to  https://www.pearson.com/mastering .

2. Select Sign In.

3. Enter your Pearson account username and password, and Sign In.

4. Select Upgrade access  for Campbell Biology, 13/e .

5. Enter an access code or buy access with a credit card or PayPal.

Copyright © 2020 Pearson All Rights Reserved.
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This eTextbook is simple to use on computers

or iOS and Android mobile devices (even

of f line).  You can take notes and highlights

within the eText ; they are added to your

vir tual notebook, where you can organize

them f or the way you study!

EA STERN FLORI DA  STA TE COLLEGE

GET STA RTED BY  GOI NG TO:

HTTPS:/ / CONSOLE.PEA RSON .COM /

ENROLLM ENT/ CA T9 PN

OR
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Anatomy & Physiology 

 

Cocoa will hold selected classes/labs on campus in the middle of the semester after the first four weeks. Remainder 

will be online. 

 

Melbourne classes will be fully online. 

 

Palm Bay classes will be fully online. 

 

Titusville will hold selected classes/labs on campus in October. Remainder will be online. 

 

 

General Biology 1 and 2 

 

Cocoa classes will be fully online. 

 

Melbourne classes will be mostly online with some sections of 1010 and 1011 meeting for labs on campus. 

 

Palm Bay classes will be fully online except possible some on campus meetings for 1011. 

 

Titusville will hold selected classes/labs on campus in October. Remainder will be online. 

 

 

Fundamentals of Biology 

 

Cocoa classes will be fully online. 

 

Melbourne classes will be fully online. 

 

Palm Bay classes will be fully online. 

 

Titusville n/a 

 

 

Microbiology for Health Sciences 

 

Cocoa classes will be mostly online with critical labs covered early on campus in case of further closure. 

 

Melbourne classes will be mostly online with critical labs covered on campus during October. 

 

Palm Bay classes will be as regular hybrid with critical labs covered early on campus in case of further closure. 

 

Titusville classes will be mostly online with critical labs covered on campus during October. 

 

 

  



 

 
Science and Engineering Cluster Meeting Page 14 of 18 

General Chemistry 

 

Cocoa - All Gen Chem labs will be live online. 

 

Melbourne - Gen Chem lab instructors will stay fully online and some will be coming in for select labs and only if 

absolutely necessary. 

 

Palm Bay - All Gen Chem labs will be virtual. Organic chemistry labs will be virtual/some face to face. 

 

Titusville - General Chemistry 1045/1048 will be prepared to be virtual; but if conditions improve, at least 4 labs later 

in the semester (mid-Oct to mid-Nov). 

 

 

Physics 

 

Cocoa – All Physics labs will be live online. 

 

Melbourne - As of right now Physics looks like it will be fully online 

  

Palm Bay - Physics labs will be face to face, but it could be part of it FF, depending on the preparation. 

 

Titusville - Physics labs will be virtual - again, unless conditions improve.   
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Course Materials Adoption Form 
Required Course Materials Approval Tracking System (RCMATS)  

Use this form to select educational materials (anything that has a cost to the student and/or is required for graded 
assignments).  

Course prefix: EVR 
Course number: 1001 
Effective Term Code (year plus suffix: e.g., fall 2017 would be 201740): 202110  

The materials are for a Special Project or approved Pilot Course (if applicable)_ The number of semesters materials 
are to be used.  

Is this a college-wide sequential or campus based non-sequential course? Choose one. College-wide 
(sequential course) selection.  

The Cluster has documented a vote on whether or not to approve this selection.  

Campus based (non-sequential) selection.  

The Cluster has documented a vote on whether or not to approve this selection  

Select campus location:  

Palm Bay Melbourne Cocoa Titusville eLearning  

If this is a non-sequential general education course, check all that apply.  

X The materials differ from those used in other course sections. 

 X The materials are comparable in cost to other selections.  

X The materials cover approved objectives and competencies.  

A cost-benefit analysis must be conducted before proceeding.  

A cost-benefit analysis has been documented.  

If it has been less than 3 years since last adoption or addition, Administrative Liaison approval is 
required.  

It has been less than 3 years  

It has been 3 years or more  

If less than 3 years, how does this selection differ from previous selection and what is the educational 
value of changing to new edition?  
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Administrative Liaison: ________________________ Approval Date: _________  

X  Open access textbooks and instructional materials have been evaluated.  

A comparable open access textbook or instructional material must be evaluated and presented to the Cluster for review 
before proceeding.  

Rvs. 2/2019  

1  

 

Selected Material Information (fill in applicable fields only)  

Title: The Environment and You 

Author: Norm Christensen  

Publisher: Pearson  

Edition: 3rd  

ISBN, Stock Number, or URL: 

 https://www.pearson.com/store/p/environment-and-you-the/P100000250357 

Format (hardcopy, e-book, open access source, etc.): ebook  

Price: 94.00 

 
Added to Covers All Competencies List or Partially Approved List.  

All  

Evaluated Open Access Textbook and Instructional Materials  

(Reviewed only, not necessarily selected) 

 
Title: ____Introduction to Environmental Science_______________________________________  

Author: Caralyn Zehnder 

Publisher: GALILEO, University System of Georgia GALILEO Open Learning Materials  

Format (hardcopy, e-book, open access source, etc.): ebook  

ISBN, Stock Number, or URL: https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=biology-textbook  

Edition: 2nd 

https://www.pearson.com/store/p/environment-and-you-the/P100000250357
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Added to Covers All Competencies List or Partially Approved List.  

Partially  

(If required) The Educational Technology Advisory Committee (ETAC) has reviewed and approved the 
selection. ETAC will be responsible for documenting its application, including IT approval, FERPA 
compliance, and ADA compliance.  

Coordination Signatures (only sign applicable fields)  

Melodee DeCoteau  

Originator  

____________________________  

Selection Committee Chair  

_______________________________  

Cluster Chair Verif. Cluster Vote  

___________________________  

Supervising Administrator  

________________________________ __________________  

Electronic Signature Date  

_____________________________ _______________  

Electronic Signature Date  

________________________________ __________________  

Electronic Signature Date  

____________________________ ________________  

Electronic Signature Date  

Rvs. 2/2019  
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