
Minutes
Science and Engineering Cluster Meeting

Thursday, January 4, 2018, 11:00 PM - 1:00 PM, M007-111

1. Meeting called to order at 11:00 AM.

2. 2. Roll call - List of those Present

3. New faculty introductions
Andrew Dutra, Palm Bay Biology faculty member was introduced.

Old Business: 

4. Mastering Biology
Tara Tripp presented the new MyLab and Mastering Biology platform last semester. The template course for 
General Biology 2 is now available.

5. Courses That Still Need to be Submitted or are In Process
At this point there are no course in our curriculum that need to be updated! 

John Armstrong (C) Daryl Davis (M) Billie Brown (P) Marie Knight (T)

James Bottesch (C) Eric Harms (M) Janice Burger (P) Chris Petrie (T) *

Jimmy Gamez (C) Scott Herber (M) Xiaodi Chen (P) Jim Yount (T) (Chair)

Mevlut Guvendik (C) Zhengrong Li (M) Melodee DeCoteau (P)

Anastasia Harris (C) Penny McDonald (M) Andrew Dutra (P)

Melissa Liechty (C) Rajesh Meloram (M) Chris Harvey (P) *

Cristina Moisii © Slav Peytchev (M) Donna Iannotti (P)

Amy Picchi (C) Alan Spindler (M) Dale McGinnis (P)

Dan Wagner (C) Ashley Spring (M) Joshua Ojwang (P)

Tatiana Zuvich (C) William Stewart (M)  Susan Phillips (P)

Susan Styron (M) Jessica Schrader (P)

Ronald Vanderveer (M) Ramona Smith (P)

Frank Margiotta (C - AP)

*Absent, Excused †Absent, Unexcused
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6. Student Workshops Update (Ramona)
“This academic year, the ICI is planning to organize a series of student workshops to be offered during future 
terms. This goal will be to list all student offerings for all campuses in one publication, to better represent and 
streamline the diverse options we offer EFSC students. This will NOT replace any existing marketing efforts or 
interfere with your plans or schedules in any way, but is meant to complement and assist in recruiting students 
to attend these events by organizing them all in one place.”

Ramona commented on this email and further clarified the intent of the project. She asked for faculty 
suggestions and input as to ways to implement. More information is forthcoming.

7. Textbook Variances
Last year we assembled a list of textbooks and prices that were compiled. During Spring 2017 we made 
suggestions to alleviate and/or explain variances (see Spring minutes for the list).

ACTION NEEDED: Please look over your books (in list at end of this Agenda. Source: Dr. Miedema) for 
inaccuracies   - especially things that should not be there — email Jim with anything you find that is off.

Jim received some feedback in the next week re texts that did not appear in the list. These and any additional 
comments were forwarded to Dr. Miedema’s office.

8. Enlight Errors
Errors and variances are being worked on. If you spot any, send to Jim. (I will compile and send to Dr. M.)

Jim received some feedback in the next week re some disturbances that appeared in Enlight. These and any 
additional comments were forwarded to Dr. Miedema’s office.
There are a few errors that Scott provided as examples:

Not being able to edit once the book order is sent to chairperson, if the chairperson is not available at that 
moment a change cannot be done until the chairperson disapproves the book, if the chairperson is out on 
vacation or sick leave this could take some time.  Sometimes instructors change their mind on book orders 
or a mistake is made and this is time consuming.  If editing was available the book order could be corrected 
immediately.
 
Orders need to be done on time, however the system was not updated so that orders can be done with 
updated information.  Old schedules were still in the Faculty Enlight system.  Why not upload new schedules 
before e-mails are sent out to order new books, it is difficult to work with a system that has old schedules.  It 
takes to much time to update the system during the book order registration time and most of the information 
is outdated and new information must be done from scratch because the system does not have the most 
current information.
 
Why can’t required books be entered and show options of how this book can be purchased, this would allow 
students to see the options of how they would like to purchase the book online, hard cover, spiral or loose 
leaf etc.?  Maybe have a drop down box for students to view.
 
Faculty Enlight system freezes a lot and work cannot be done on book orders this is time consuming.
 
Instructors can Require or Recommend a book but all books need to be entered in Faculty Enlight as 
Required so that high school students can get a book at no cost.  Not all books are required.
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One adjunct instructor said when he went to Faculty Enlight he could view Cocoa and Palm Bay books that 
were required but the drop down box did not include Melbourne, Titusville and E-Learning campus.

9. Federal Rehabilitation Act 
All electronic files must be accessible to people with disabilities. Feds will begin spot checking in January, 2018 
and compliance needed by March. Important to comply, but plan is important if not full compliance.

Online courses should be good now; all other courses by end of Spring term.

Kaltura is now MUCH easier to use for close captioning! (See image on next page.)

Be sure to include something in your syllabus as well: 

“It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcome experience for all students, including those with 
disabilities that may impact learning in the class. If anyone believes the design of this course poses barriers to 
effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning in this course, please meet with me to discuss  
reasonable options or adjustments. During our discussion, I may suggest the possibility/necessity of your 
contacting EFSC’s disability/accessibility services department (SAIL) to talk about reasonable academic 
accommodations. You are welcome to talk to me at any point in the semester about course design concerns, but 
it is always best if we can talk at least one week prior to the need for any modifications. The instructional media 
and materials for this class are designed to be accessible to all students. Students who are having difficulty 
accessing them should contact the faculty member.)”

Our goal:
Be compliant on all digital material by end of Spring term. There are some questions. Janice sums up some of 
them very well:

Hello all, I have been researching the requirements of the new federal mandate regarding accessibility of 
course materials. I completely understand and concur with the necessity of making our course materials 
accessible to all students.

However, one area that will be extremely difficult to implement for science courses is the requirement that 
“all images, charts, graphs, and pictures must have ‘alt text’ descriptions.”

Human Health & Services (HHS) has information on their website about the difficulty of providing alt text 
for complex anatomical diagrams, simulations, dynamic medical images (such as an MRI of the brain), 
biochemical pathways, and other highly complex images that convey spatial relationships used in courses 
such as anatomy and physiology. (It also references complex diagrams used in teaching math, physics, 
chemistry, etc., so this concern applies across the sciences.)

HHS is apparently willing to grant exceptions (called “accessibility accommodations”) for these types of 
images due to the fact that the use of alternative text descriptions would actually cause more confusion than 
clarity.

“HHS allows the use of an accessibility accommodation with approval where the application of current 
Section 508 standards is not feasible, not helpful and/or not practical.” http://webstandards.hhs.gov/
standards/5
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In another HHS article, guidelines and specific examples that qualify for an exception are given. Please 
refer to this article, entitled “Guidelines and Examples for Determining the Suitability of an Accessibility 
Accommodation.” https://www.hhs.gov/web/section-508/accessibility-accomodation/index.html
Some of the examples given in the article include anatomical diagrams and schematic diagrams of 
metabolic pathways.

In regard to anatomical images, this article explicitly states that “Converting all the text in the chart would 
not help because it refers to specific regions on the images.  In these cases, an accommodation approach 
offers a far better solution than attempting an alternative text.” 
In regard to diagrams of metabolic pathways, the article explicitly states that “Even if one extracted all the 
text and presented it in a screen readable format, the logical flow would not capture the complex cyclic 
nature of metabolic processes.”

I literally use hundreds of similar images in my courses that would qualify for an accommodation, and I’m 
sure that other science instructors do the same.  This brings up questions that need answers: How should I 
(and others) go about getting approval for these accommodations and what type of alternatives should be 
offered in place of alt text descriptions when they are not feasible or helpful?

I’m not sure how to go about finding the answers, but I’m hoping that we can discuss this issue and come 
up with solutions.  Thank you for your time and consideration…
I just discovered one helpful piece of information though...the Mastering A&P site now has 
"accessible" (ADA compliant) lecture PowerPoints with alt text added to the images in their instructor 
resources area...I imagine the Mastering for biology does too. (It's probably been there awhile but I just 
noticed it the other day since I don't use Mastering anymore and rarely visit the site.) We should make sure 
new instructors and adjuncts know about it, since they usually depend on textbook resources when starting 
out.
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It was pointed out that the method above (with the X through it) is the old, much more tedious way. New way to 
access Kaltura is much easier. Just select Actions -> Order Captions. 

Faculty discussed various aspects of accessibility compliance. Some issues included confusion as to the 
timeline, that is timeline was unrealistic, and the tools available, such as Kaltura. 

Jim asked to write to Dr. Miedema for clarification. Jim Note: The following letter from Dr. Miedema came 
prior to my letter to her and was released to general faculty. It answers some of the questions we had: 

Hi	Faculty,	
I	know	there	have	been	ques8ons	about	the	online	accessibility	standards	and	process.		First,	I	want	to	say	thank	
you	for	all	of	you	who	have	worked	so	hard	to	create	a	more	compliant	online	accessibility	for	our	students.		We	
have	made	a	lot	of	progress!		We	have	not	posted	a	specific	8meline	to	date	because	we	do	understand	how	8me	
consuming	this	process	can	be	and	wanted	to	assess	the	progress	made	by	our	online	faculty	and	adjuncts.	
		
We	are	currently	in	Phase	II:		online	courses.		Our	goal	is	to	have	these	courses	compliant	by	the	end	of	the	spring	
term	2018.		We	do	realize	that	there	may	be	some	excep8ons.	If	you	are	having	difficulty	mee8ng	that	goal,	please	
contact	Dr.	Phil	Simpson.	
		
Phase	III:		All	courses	which	use	Canvas	as	a	supplement	or	companion	is	fall	2018.	Does	this	mean	every	course	
must	be	compliant	by	the	start	of	the	fall	term.		No,	but	the	process	should	be	in	progress.		Our	goal	is	to	be	
compliant	by	the	end	of	the	fall	term	2018.		We	do	realize	that	there	may	be	some	excep8ons.	If	you	are	having	
difficulty	mee8ng	that	goal,	please	contact	your	provost.	There	is	no	individual	liability	aSached	to	this	legislature,	
unless	there	is	a	refusal	to	par8cipate.		The	College	needs	to	be	able	to	demonstrate	con8nued	forward	progress.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	con8nued	support.		Ques8ons	can	be	directed	to	either	Dr.	Simpson	or	Dr.	Sidoran.	
Linda	

This same information was repeated by Dr. Earle in a later email. I followed up with:

Thank	you,	Linda!	
		
At	our	Cluster	mee8ng,	the	Science	faculty	asked	me	to	write	to	you	in	regard	to	the	8me	line,	but	this	email	
answered	it!	
		
As	a	side	note,	I	have	converted	17	of	my	75	presenta8ons.	It	takes	about	3	hours	each,	so	that	is	an	en8re	work	
week	and	a	half	just	to	get	23%	compliant,	and	that	does	not	count	the	8me	put	in	to	videos	and	tutorials.	It	is	
impera8ve	that	people	understand	(as	you	do		:-)	that	science	stuff	is	complex	and	take	a	great	deal	of	8me.	I	have	
talked	to	several	people	who	are	simply	giving	up	and	are	going	to	take	all	their	stuff	down,	but	having	more	8me	
might	persuade	them	to	keep	things	up	that	help	students.	
		
Jim	

Dr. Miedema replied that we need to keep making progress and to keep her in the loop regarding “needs and 
progress”.  

10. Assessment: “Closing the Loop”
One initiative is needed per cluster. Complete email is attached to this Agenda, but the gist is:
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“To close 2016-17 assessment cycle and plan for 2017-18 initiatives, each cluster or discipline (please 
remember this is up to the cluster as to how they break down this task) is asked to present a plan for ONE 
2017-18 assessment initiative. However, prior to planning the initiative. In doing so, you are asked to complete 
the 2017-18 Assessment Plan Template (in SharePoint).
 
ACTION NEEDED: The template asks you to analyze the collected 2016-17 data, determine areas where 
student learning gaps may exist, and plan an initiative to address one of them.

Several ideas were brought forward for an initiative after faculty looked over the (excellent) assessment data 
dashboard provided by Mark Quathamer. After some discussion about the role of the initiative and clarification 
by Ramona, it was decided that the most obvious place to investigate was the decline in passing from Model 
Civic Responsibility. Jim will draft an initiative based on this that will be then sent to faculty for comment and 
agreement before being submitted. Due date for initiative is October 16.

Additional Note: Draft of plan was completed by Jim and Ramona and sent to faulty for comment on October 9.   
It was then submitted to the proper website.

New Business: 

11. New Web-Link-Based Addenda to Syllabus.

Reactions positive to not having to update individual syllabi every semester. 

12. Collegewide Policy on Lab Dress Code.

Still being coordinated with Bill Farmer. Issues include variances in lab activities and required safety. Will 
address again at next meeting.

13. Critical Thinking in the Age of “Fake Science”?

Short general discussion on keeping current events in mind when addressing scientific methods and processes. 

14. New RN Program

Faculty expressed desire to learn more details about RN program. 

15. Election of Cluster Chair and Alternate Cluster Chair.
Academic Affairs Handbook Section 8.02(d) Electing a chairperson: Each curriculum cluster will elect, by 
simple majority vote, a chairperson from among the full-time faculty members who comprise the cluster. The 
curriculum cluster chair will not be the cluster representative to the AAC. The curriculum cluster chair will 
serve a term of two years. An alternate cluster chair [emphasis added] will also be elected by simple majority 
vote, and will replace the chair if the chair is unable to perform, or if the cluster, by a quorum majority vote, 
acts to remove the chair. Elections should occur during the spring semester with duties commencing in the fall. 
Ideally the chairperson should be tenured faculty.

Jim Yount will continue as Cluster Chair for another two -year term by voice vote.

16. Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM.

Science and Engineering Cluster Meeting Page �  of �6 6


