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Science and Engineering Cluster

Minutes of Spring Meeting
January 9, 2014, 11:45 - 1:45 PM, M7-111

Present: 
John Armstrong (C), James Bottesch (C), Jimmy Gamez (C), Mevlut Guvendik (C), Melissa Liechty 
(C), Cristina Moisii (C), Amy Picchi (C), Dan Wagner (C), Craig Weaver (C), Daryl Davis (M), Eric 
Harms (M), Scott Herber (M), Penny McDonald (M), Cristina Oropeza (M), Tom Reed (M), Willie 
Smith (M), Ashley Spring (M), Susan Styron (M), Lynta Thomas (M), Ronald Vanderveer (M), Billie 
Brown (P), Janice Burger (P), Xiaodi Chen (P), Melodee DeCoteau (P), Chris Harvey (P), Donna 
Iannotti (P), Sandi Melkonian (P), Joshua Ojwang (P), Sue Phillips (P), Jessica Schrader (P), Rolf 
Sohn (P), Ramona Smith (P), James Yount (T) (Cluster Chair).

Excused: Chris Petrie (T), Meer Almeer (P), Alan Spindler (M), Tatiana Zuvich (C)

1. Attendance

2. New faculty introductions
Welcome to Jessica Schrader and Lynta Thomas!

3. Overview of submissions of curricula
Many courses have been submitted in the new WIDS format and have been approved for implementation. When 
a piece of curriculum is submitted, it first goes through the Cluster Chair before being submitted to the 
Curriculum Development Committee and then to the Academic Affairs Committee (AAC).

These courses are in the works to go through this Spring and have been submitted:
Directed Independent Research – Physical Science
Directed Independent Research – Biological Science
MCBC 2010
MCBC 3020
Others?
These courses are in the works to go through ?? and are in “medium” stages of preparation:
CHM 2210, 2211
CHML 1045, 1046
PHY 2048, 2049
ZOO 1010
Status of Meteorology, Oceanography, and Survey of Anatomy and Physiology: not good.

Dr. Dunn: “Discuss what curriculum needs to be revised and a schedule for doing so.  Try to get firm 
commitments as to when it will be completed.  If appropriate, encourage the creators to consider diversity 
infused or dedicated courses.”

Discussion/Action: A list of courses that have been worked on will be compiled so that more can be put through 
the system. Cluster discussed Dr. Earle’s powerpoint on how to make curricula, which was submitted to the 
faculty. There was discussion of of the CDC and the requirements for format.
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4. Assessment 1
The grid for assessment for Spring was emailed to faculty. There was discussion of how to locate the assessment 
repository and how they will be submitted. Faculty are aware that there will be a special assessment retreat in 
May to do all the grading. 

5. Assessment 2
Discussion of letter from Dr. Miedema: “To assist the College in meeting SACSCOC  Recommendation 1 on p. 
17 of the Final Report of the Reaffirmation Committee, the Assessment Committee recommended the following 
changes to its AA assessment plan:
 1.       The second round of data collection should be moved from Spring 2015 to Fall 2014.
2.       The demographics in the coding of artifacts should include student program, in particular AA versus 
general population, beginning Spring 2014.

The report is its entirety may be viewed at the following link:
www.easternflorida.edu/faculty-staff/institutional-effectiveness/documents/efsc-reaffirmation-report.pdf
 
The Completion Process Document:
www.easternflorida.edu/faculty-staff/institutional-effectiveness/documents/reaffirmation-completion.pdf”

6. General Education Core Course Options 
Discussion of letter from Dr. Dunn: “In my understanding, the State Gen Ed changes have been finalized.  
These changes may have no impact on some of your clusters, but others may want or need to develop some 
courses that the State has approved, but are not currently taught at EFSC.  I have attached the latest 
communication from the State that I have.  In addition, clusters may need to revise their AA Gen Ed plans to 
accommodate these changes.”

This is from the State:

Natural Sciences:  Students will demonstrate the ability to critically examine and evaluate scientific 
observation, hypothesis, or model construction, and to use the scientific method to explain the natural world. 
Students will successfully recognize and comprehend fundamental concepts, principles, and processes about the 
natural world. 
AST X002 Descriptive Astronomy AST 1002 Introduction to Astronomy
BSC X005 General Biology BSCC 1005 Fundamentals of Biology
BSC X010 General Biology I  BSCC 1010 General Biology I
BSC X085 Anatomy and Physiology I BSCC 2085 Anatomy and Physiology I
CHM X020 Chemistry for Liberal Studies 
CHM X045 General Chemistry I CHM 1045 General Chemistry I
ESC X000 Introduction to Earth Science 
EVR X001  Introduction to Environmental Science EVR 1001 Introduction to Environmental Science
PHY X020  Fundamentals of Physics 
PHY X048 General Physics with Calculus PHY 2048 General Physics I
PHY X053 General Physics I PHYC 2053 College Physics I
Any student who successfully completes a natural science course for which one of the general education 
core course options in natural science is an immediate prerequisite shall be considered to have completed the  
natural sciences. 
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Discussion/Action: Some discussion of alternate courses. Faculty were concerned about courses such as 
Oceanography that are not on this list. Scott provided this explanation in a later email:

To offer some clarification based on what was discussed at AAC, initially each division was ONLY to choose 
5 courses.  This caused some serious fighting at the State level because of all the diversity of courses from 
college to college.   The list you were presented is what was agreed upon based on ALL of the colleges and 
universities in the sciences coming to an agreement.   That being said we require 7 credits for sciences.  
That almost changed but luckily the State left the gen ed at 36 credit hours.  
 
From that list a student ONLY needs to pick ONE to make the mandate for the State.   Thus the other one, 
although not required by the State is still a requirement of the college.   So as and example if a student 
chooses Bio 1005 or 1010 or chem, physics, A and P, then they have fulfilled the laboratory requirement and 
the State mandatory class requirement leaving the non-lab class open to be picked.   Now if a student picks 
a non-lab class from the State required list then they can choose a lab class that is not on the list.   Both 
science classes DO NOT have to come from the list ONLY ONE.   Keep in mind there are also elective 
slots.   As for oceanography or meteorology, based on this system I do not see any changes at all in the way 
we are presenting classes and course selection should remain status quo. 

7. Angel Out, Canvas In (probably)
Discussion of note from Dr. Dunn: “Remind your faculty that we will be moving to the new Learning 
Management System, Canvas.  They will need to sign up for training.  Stay tuned for announcements.”

Discussion followed; mainly there were questions about the setup of Canvas and the ability to transfer courses 
from Angel easily. Faculty were advised to back up Angel courses in both available formats. 

8. Curriculum Development Committee Request
Dr. Miedema: “We received a recommendation from the Curriculum Development Committee to develop a  
workshop for faculty on curriculum development.  Their proposal is to offer this training in three sections
1.       Curriculum Development:  Completing the curriculum forms
2.       Curriculum Development:  Performance Based Language
3.       Curriculum Development:  Using WIDS”

Their proposal also includes a request that this be mandatory for anyone submitting curriculum forms.  They 
would like to have CTE and PDC pursue obtaining graduate credit for thee courses from UCF so that it can be 
applied to Maintenance of Continuing Contract points.

Discussion followed. Majority of faculty felt that this level of training was not necessary. It was suggested that a 
technical writer familiar with the requirements of the Curriculum Development Committee (CDC) do edits 
involving grammar and form, such that curricula would only be sent back to the Cluster for content changes. It 
was felt that this would greatly facilitate the curriculum development process.

Discussion included roles of CDC and AAC. Some faculty are confused about the the exact roles of the CDC 
versus the AAC in curriculum approval. Jim wrote an email on 1-15 to Dr. Dunn for clarification.

9. Career exploration courses
Melodee: “Barbara Kennedy would like to discuss the development of  the Career exploration courses being 
proposed. She has developed one for Psychology and Biology is slated to be added soon. This effort is part of 
the Major Area of Interest(MAI) project a subcommittee of the QEP.”
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Discussion followed in which Ramona and Melodee further clarified the career exploration courses. These 
courses are currently being negotiated with the CDC regarding credits and content, particularly a change in the 
original plan from 3 to 2 credit hours.

10. Textbook Choice and Affordability
Discussion of textbook affordability. We might need to know quicker than usually (a guess on Jim’s part) what 
texts we will be using in Fall. It would not surprise me if we had to justify expense.

HB 355 - Relating to Postsecondary Education Textbook and Instructional Materials Affordability (Porter)
Postsecondary Education Textbook and Instructional Materials Affordability: Revises textbook affordability 
policies & procedures to include other instructional materials; requires policies & procedures to be adopted by 
Florida College System institutions & state universities; requires institution to post information on course 
schedule relating to required & recommended textbooks & costs; requires recommendations to Governor & 
Legislature to reduce student costs. Effective Date: July 1, 2014 (You can read it at http://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=51540&).

11. NSF Opportunity Reminder
Link to NSF Posting: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?
pims_id=504976&org=NSF&sel_org=NSF&from=fund
 
Grant: Improving Undergraduate STEM Education
Funder: National Science Foundation
Due: February 4

This grant is being pursued by faculty. On overview of the approaches was provided.

12. Curriculum Alignment Meetings
Fall Biology Curriculum Alignment Meeting was Friday, October 4, 2013. I was there with Mevlut and Joshua. 
I also forwarded resulting email from Teresa Dorman.

It doesn't seem possible, but the Curriculum Alignment work began in 2006 and the first Working 
Group that met was Math.  Since then many meetings and conferences have been held to further 
this very important work.  The focus has always been on student success and aligning curriculum 
between Central Florida School Districts, partner colleges and UCF.

It's been another busy year for Curriculum Alignment.  Below is a brief recap:
• Engineering was added to the list of disciplines, which now makes a total of five 

including Math, Chemistry, Physics and Biology.  The focus remains on STEM.
• Nearly all of the Working Groups met three times during 2013.
• Two Curriculum Alignment conferences were held — the first on Thursday, 

February 21 and the second on Friday, November 1.
• Surveys were developed by the Math, Chemistry, Physics and Biology Working 

Groups, which are designed to determine how Curriculum Alignment is being implemented and 
what additional work needs to be done.  The Surveys will be emailed early next year to the 
appropriate faculty.

Please take a moment to visit the Curriculum Alignment website where you will find the following:

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=51540&
http://curriculumalignment.ucf.edu/
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• The Reports from both Curriculum Alignment Conferences.
• The presentations that were given during both Curriculum Alignment Conferences.
• Three videos have been posted from the November 1st Curriculum Alignment 

Conference.  Unfortunately, there were some technical issues with the remaining three videos and 
hopefully they will be posted soon.

• At the top of the site, you will find the individual discipline pages.  There you will 
find copies of the agendas and minutes from every meeting since 2006 plus additional resource and 
reference materials posted on the Workspace page.
Expect to hear from me early next year regarding the dates of the Working Group meetings and 
updates on other Curriculum Alignment issues.

Happy Holidays and may 2014 be your best year ever.

Regards,

Mike
________________________________
Michael B. Cooney
President
Strategic Advisors, LLC

Discussion involved the attitude (presumed) of professional schools in regard to state/community college 
courses and whether they are considered inferior to those offered at universities. (Penny found an article 
regarding this after the meeting, which was emailed to all faculty.)

Advisors are clearly telling students not to take organic chemistry, physics and microbiology at EFSC, 
Seminole, and Valencia (that we know of) because medical schools won’t take them. UCF and EFSC advisors 
need to be specific about this advice and that it only applies to premed and such and not everybody (eg. nursing 
majors). 

Regarding Dr. Dorman’s question “what are you doing about it”, we have decided to be extra diligent with 
curriculum so that proof of content could be provided, as well as to provide increased leadership for adjuncts, 
especially in terms of laboratories.

13. From Last Meeting: Physics course lab hours
Tabled.

14. Gordon Rule
Gordon Rule information was emailed and the AAC asks that all instructors are consistent.  “We get complaints 
from students who compare what different teachers require in reference to the Gordon Rule.  I am not saying 
instructors have to have the same assignments, but they need to follow their discipline's Gordon Rule 
requirement as it is written.  We also need to be sure that adjuncts have this information.  Please ask department 
chairs to share this with them.”

15. Humidity/AC problems
AAC is trying to gather information about damage caused by humidity due to turning off the AC over the 
weekends. Please ask your cluster members to share with you damage they have witnessed and to try and put a 
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dollar amount to that damage if possible.  Once you have summarized this information, please send to Dr. Phil 
Simpson who is collecting data.

Faculty were encouraged to submit details of humidity/heat problems to Dr. Simpson.

16. Biology 1 Assessment Tool
Ramona moved that the new assessment for General Biology 1 be approved. Faculty approved it by a majority 
vote.

CLUSTER Meeting concluded at 1:35 PM.

17. Biology Faculty met to discuss Biology 2 Objectives
Biology faculty met briefly to discuss the general biology two objectives and the inclusion of more animal 
physiology. It was agreed that animal physiology objectives would be more prominently included within 
existing competencies, as many of them are already taught.

BIOLOGY Meeting concluded at 1:50 PM.


