
Minutes  

Aug. 23, 2013 

Prep Discipline Cluster meeting     9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.     Bld. 7 Room 110c Melbourne Campus 

Attendees: Linda Baillie, Elizabeth Beers, Kathleen Carlson, George Chen, David Clark, Karen 

Eisenhauer,  Heather Elko, Elaine Fowler, Phyllis Milbourne, JoLee Passerini, Janice Stutte, Mary Weller 

Janice Stutte called the meeting to order and reported that a number of issues from the Cluster 

Chair meeting on August 16, 2013 were at the top of our agenda. 

The college has established a Center for Teaching Excellence. Dr. Barbara Kennedy and a board of 

12-14 staff and faculty members are laying the groundwork for this new center. Tentative plans include 

a travel budget for faculty to attend conferences, workshops on sensitive teaching issues, and general 

professional development opportunities.  Those seeking more information about the Center were 

reminded of the Forum for Faculty in the afternoon. 

A discussion of Dual Enrollment students at EFSC followed. New rules for DE were passed during the 

Summer of 2013. Accordingly, EFSC cannot limit the number of DE students in a class. In contrast to 

previous years, the school district now must pay $71 per credit hour for each DE student. This new 

requirement may reduce the overall number of DE students at EFSC. As always, DE students are not 

eligible to take Dev. Ed. classes.  

Dates were announced for the Fall Semester 2013 AAC meetings, and all faculty members are 

welcome to attend. The dates are as follows: Sept. 6 in Melbourne, Sept. 20 in Cocoa, Oct.18 in 

Melbourne, and Nov. 15 in Cocoa. A time and place for the December meeting has not been 

determined. All meetings begin at 9:00 a. m. 

It was explained that rules are in development by the state concerning the Meta-Major Academic 

Pathways that were mandated through Florida legislation in Spring Semester 2013. In response to Elaine 

Fowler’s question, “What are meta-majors?” Janice Stutte explained that Meta-Majors are pre-majors 

that all students must soon declare upon entry to Florida State Colleges. General Education courses will 

vary somewhat by Meta-Major.  

All Developmental Education faculty members were reminded to look for and complete an online 

Assessment Survey later this Fall from Dr. Jane Gorham. Its purpose is to assess EFSC’s current 

assessment processes. Currently, the Dev. Ed. faculty members participate in two of the four on-going 

assessment processes: the AA Program Assessment led by Dr. Katina Gothard and the Core Abilities 

survey, which we have completed for the last three semesters. As for the AA Program Assessment, 

Kathy Carlson briefly explained the work of the Prep Reading 2 committee as they have developed a 

rubric and activity to assess the Core Ability associated with that course, Critical Thinking. During Fall 

Semester 2013, as further assessment of the rubric and activity continues, adjunct faculty will be 

involved. 



The meeting was turned over to Karen Eisenhauer, our College-wide Prep Coordinator, who gave an 

overview of SB 1720 the Florida legislation that was passed in Spring Semester 2013. Rules for 

implementing this law are currently being developed by the FDOE and clarified through consultation to 

ensure the legislature’s intent. Upon entering a state college, students will be classified as exempt or 

non- exempt. Simply stated, students who entered a public high school in 2003 or later, as well as active 

military personnel, will not be required to take the a placement test or to enroll in Developmental 

Education courses. They will be exempt. Others, such as returning adult students and home schooled 

students, will be non-exempt, and they will be required to take a placement test and to enroll in Dev. Ed 

courses. Other criteria can also be taken into consideration by the college in determining who is an 

exempt student. The roles of the advisors become much more complicated under SB 1720. In addition, 

Developmental Education courses have been redefined to meet new criteria (such as being accelerated 

or contextualized) and as such, beginning in Fall Semester 2013, Dev. Ed. courses can no longer be 16-

week stand-alone courses.  

 SB1720 In Brief, a question and answer guide for faculty created by VP Tony Akers, was reviewed by 

Karen, and a number of related questions were answered. Specifically, two combined Reading and 

Writing courses were discussed as possible courses to add to our Fall Semester 2014 schedule. Issues 

related to course creation and credentialing requirements were raised. 

Administrators, faculty, student service staff, and testing staff are all grappling with this legislation. 

EFSC’s plan for implementing this law must be sent to the state by February of 2014. 

Ironically, just as many students are being exempted from Dev. Ed. through SB1720, the State Board 

of Education has followed through with their long-standing plan to adjust required PERT and ACT 

scores.  Effective sometime in the Fall Semester 2013, PERT reading, writing, and math cut scores, as 

well as ACT reading cut scores, which place students into  gate-way college-level courses, will be raised. 

Near the end of the meeting, reading faculty members left, and focus turned to the online 

companion associated with the new ENCV 0015 and ENCV 0025 textbooks. This companion is called 

LearningCurve. Karen Eisenhauer briefly explained how to access and use Learning Curve and answered 

instructors’ questions.  

At 12:00 p. m. the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice Stutte 

Prep Cluster Chair 


