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Fall 2011 – Math Discipline Meeting 
MINUTES AUGUST 11, 2011 1:30PM MLB 10-111A 

 

FACILITATOR Jane Edgar 

NOTE TAKER Beth Rountree 

ATTENDEES 

Beth Rountree, Yoshi Yamamto, Stephanie Wang, Bob Young, Kelli Smith, BradMarovich , Mark 
Marovich, Christine Sibol, Carl Hutton, Sharon Sweet, Iris Burkhardt, Tom Golden, DeAnn Bohm, 
Vicki Norwich, Bogumila Wojtowicz, Asiya Satdanova, Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz, Linda Parrish, Shai 
Neumann, Joe Wakim, Jeremy Mandelkern, Shannon Dexter, John Galli, Ogugua Onyejekwe, 
Melissa Jones, Dustin Files, Sasan Kermani, Coleen Huff, Katina Gothard, Nancy Harbour, Guy 
Hinman, Jane Edgar. 

 

Agenda topics 

 NEW FULL TIME FACULTY  

DISCUSSION Welcomed Ogugua Onyejekwe (Gigi), new FT faculty member in Cocoa 

 

 

 CLUSTER CHAIR POSITION  

DISCUSSION 

Combining the positions of cluster chair (no stipend) and curriculum coordinator (stipend) was discussed.  
The AAC must determine the need for a curriculum coordinator.  Linda Parrish will bring this up at the 
AAC meeting on August 19.  A motion was made by Yoshi Yamamoto to suggest that it is a good idea to 
combine the positions and that Jane Edgar be designated for both.  Motion was seconded by Kelli Smith.  
Affirmative vote was unanimous.  We will wait to hear from the AAC. 

 

   

 TEXTBOOKS  

DISCUSSION 

The only textbook currently under review is MAT 1033.  The committee was previously selected (Jeremy 
Mandelkern, chair; Nancy Harbour; Marsha Lake; Sharon Sweet; Stephanie Wang; Bogumila  Wojtowicz; 
Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz) and anyone interested in joining should e-mail the committee chair. 
Iris Burkhardt also brought up the need to look at the custom prep book to make sure that the new 
competencies (beginning in January) are included.  Permission has been given from the publisher to copy 
additional sections for classes in the spring semester, and the issue will be revisited at our January 
meeting for subsequent semesters. 
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 PREP COURSE CHANGES  

DISCUSSION 

The course plan for MATV 0028 (Prep Algebra) has been written, submitted, and approved; however, the 
plan contains information about the state exit exam, which has been discontinued as of Fall 2011.  The 
course plans for the Arithmetic (currently MATV 0012) and combined (currently MATV 0020) courses have 
been submitted without mention of the state test, but also without mention of a college-wide exam.  
Discussion was held about the necessity of a college-wide exam versus each campus administering their 
own version with all versions testing the same objectives.  Sasan Kermani brought up a state initiative to 
work with high schools to ensure that graduates meet mathematical competencies, therefore reducing the 
need for prep classes at the college level (at least for those students).  Prep coordinators were absent 
from the meeting due to the Prep cluster meeting at the same time, so discussion will continue online.  

 

 
 STATISTICS COURSE PLAN  

DISCUSSION 

Katina Gotthard reported that the statistics course plan was tabled over the summer.  The committee 
(Katina Gothard, chair; Shai Neumann; Asiya Satdanova; Kelli Smith; Yoshi Yamamoto) will resume work 
on the plan this fall.   

 

 

 MGF 1107 COURSE PLAN  

DISCUSSION 

Committee members (Iris Burkhardt, chair; Christine Sibol, Carl Hutton, Shannon Dexter, and Sharon 
Sweet) met weekly via telecourse during the spring semester.  Iris Burkhardt passed out copies of the 
new course plan.  MGF 1107 is an open format in which the instructor has flexibility to choose which units 
will be covered.  Competencies include Voting, Apportionment, Number Theory, Numeration Systems, 
Graph Theory, Facts of the History of Mathematics, Implications of the History of Mathematics, F inance, 
and Mathematical Connections.  Methods of Evaluation were changed to include discussion boards.  
Method of Implementation was changed to include 4—5 competencies, 15 outcomes, and 48 hours.  A 
cumulative final exam worth at least 15% is required.  The core abilities chosen were the same as those 
previously selected for MGF 1106, “Think critically and solve problems” and “Communicate effectively”.  
Katina Gothard suggested that only one core ability be chosen per course so that only one thing will need 
to be measured (eventually) in the Assessment Plan.  Katina Gothard made a motion for a two-week 
window for faculty to review the plan and suggest changes.  Motion was seconded by Sharon Sweet.  
Affirmative vote was unanimous. 
Also discussed was the possibility of eliminating a C in MAT 1033 (or appropriate test score) as a 
prerequisite for MGF 1107.  Sharon Sweet made a motion that the current requirement stand.  Motion 
was seconded by Iris Burkhardt.  Affirmative vote was unanimous.    This should eliminate the “back-
door” method of entering MGF 1106 with a C in MGF 1107 while never having earned a C in MAT 1033.   

 

 

 CALCULUS SERIES COURSE PLAN  

DISCUSSION 

Elmira Yakutova-Lorenz (committee chair) reported that her committee (Sasan Kermani, Bogumila 
Wojtowicz, Guy Hinman, Stephanie Wang, Dustin Files) will complete the new course plans for MAC 1311, 
MAC 2312, and MAC 2313 in one to two weeks. Plans will be distributed to faculty via e-mail for feedback 
when complete. 
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SCHEDULE TO REGULARLY UPDATE COURSE 
PLANS 

 

DISCUSSION 

Discussed the need for a schedule to regularly update our course plans.  Next in line are Differential 
Equations, Linear Algebra, Business Calculus, Discrete Math, Geometry for Educators, Math for Educators.  
Katina Gothard (?) made a motion to review and revise course plans every seven years.  Motion was 
seconded by Sasan Kermani.  Affirmative vote was unanimous.  Immediate work on new revisions of 
specific course plans was tabled. 

 

 

 MATH HANDBOOK  

DISCUSSION 

The committee formed to develop the table of contents for the math resource manual (Katina Gothard,  
chair; John Galli; and Vicki Norwich) will have a link ready in a few weeks.  Gayla will be asked to create 
the website, and the link will be distributed via e-mail.  This online manual will contain a repository, 
where resources for math faculty will be compiled. 

 

 

 DISCIPLINE GOALS  

DISCUSSION 

Setting a discipline-wide goal for the year was discussed.  Katina Gothard made a motion that our main 
goal for the year would be setting up the above-referenced math handbook.  The motion was seconded 
by John Galli.  Affirmative vote was unanimous. 

 

 

 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE  

DISCUSSION 

The need for developing a process for testing our learning outcomes (using previously established core 
abilities).  All five core abilities should be represented across the program, but not necessarily by each 
discipline.  Katina Gothard offered the opportunity for any interested math faculty to participate in a pilot 
program, which would involve training in the fall and implementation in the spring.  Currently, Biology 
and Humanities are participating.  

 

 

Since there was no other New Business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 
 


