
Math Cluster Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2016 
Present:  Kathy Cobb (Provost/AVP Academic Programs), Michelle Biscegelia, 
DeAnn Bohm, Iris Burkhardt, Ruth Chabot, Shannon Dexter, Jane Edgar, Eileen 
Corelli, Jonathan Emond, Dustin Files, Katina Gothard, Virginia Hayes, Kenneth 
Iwezulu, Melissa Jones, Sasan Kermani, John Khoury, Marsha Lake, Jeremy 
Mandelkern, Brad Marovich, Shai Neumann, Vinh Nghiem, Kelli Norris, Vicki 
Norwich, Beth Rountree, Lily Sainsbury, Elena Samorukova, Asiya Satdanova, 
Maria Strawn, Rahna Schiff, Christine Sibol, Joe Wakim, Stephanie Wang, Doug 
Wendel, Holly Wendel, Bogumila Wojtowicz, Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz, Yoshi 
Yamamoto 

Absent:  Coleen Huff, Robert Young 

1. Introduction of New Faculty 
Elena Samorukova (Palm Bay) and Dr. Maria Strawn (Cocoa) were welcomed 
as new math faculty.  Dr. Dustin Files was congratulated on the recent 
acquisition of his PhD. 
 

2. Election of New Cluster Chair and Alternate  
Jane Edgar has served as cluster chair for the past 6 years, and a new cluster 
chair will be elected by May.  She will send out an email in November to 
collect names of interested faculty.  The job description is in the CBA, 
although not all responsibilities are listed. 
 

3. No Math Courses on AAC List for Revisions 
When the list of courses currently needing revision was sent out, there were 
no math courses on the list.  As a result, no plan of action is required from the 
cluster. 
 

4. MAC 1105 Rewrite 
Committee Chair Michelle Bisceglia reported that the committee is making 
good progress and is on track to surpass the deadline of 2019.  Jane Edgar 
(also a committee member) mentioned that the committee would like input 



on whether to keep or remove the current acceleration mechanism (CLEP or 
Dante’s).  The only math courses for which these mechanisms are currently in 
place are MAC 1105, MAC 1140 and MAT 1033.  Kathy Cobb brought up the 
state’s focus on accelerating the time-to-degree for students.  Faculty 
members interested in looking at the test content will contact Corina 
Christensen (Coordinator for Accelerated Learning), and the committee will 
bring the issue back at a later date. 
 

5. Change in MATV 0057 Syllabus 
The course syllabus for MATV 0057 listed 80% mastery for completion, which 
was not in agreement with the course plan, which listed a “C” or higher as 
necessary to complete the course.  By consensus of the developmental 
coordinators, the syllabus has been changed to 75% mastery, which is 
consistent with the course plan.  Affected faculty should contact their 
campus’s developmental coordinator for an updated syllabus. 
 

6. eCPR 
The electronic course plan repository contains course plans for all math 
courses.  The eCPR can be accessed through “My EFSC” under the “Employee 
Applications” drop-down menu.  Faculty needing information about what 
material must be covered in each course should be able to find out here. 
 

7. MyMathLab End Dates 
Melissa Jones brought to the attention of the faculty an issue involving the 
ending date of classes on MyMathLab.  Despite the fact that the website 
states the course will be closed the morning after the selected end date, the 
class was closed on the morning of the course end date.  Faculty who use 
MyMathLab should be aware of this inconsistency when selecting course end 
dates. 
 

8. Curriculum Process Changes 
Cluster chair Jane Edgar sent out an email to all math faculty with information 
about the changes in the curriculum process, noting that EFSC will no longer 
be using WIDS.  Faculty members wishing to retrieve projects from WIDS 
should contact Cherylan Bacheller, and those wishing to get further 



information about the new procedure for curriculum already in process 
should contact Christi White. 
 

9. Assessment 
Cluster chair Jane Edgar sent out an email to all math faculty regarding the 
changes in assessment.  An assessment must be done in every section of the 
courses which are being assessed (including those taught by adjunct faculty); 
however, the assessment used is at the discretion of each instructor.  Each 
assessment must link to a core ability, and only an overall score will be 
reported for each student.  Faculty members may still choose to use the 
common assessment and rubric. 
 

10.  Data Science Initative 
Shai Neumann reported that EFSC got information from the state that the 
institution could not offer a bachelor’s degree in data science management.  
Instead, a new data science management concentration will be added to an 
existing bachelor’s degree (Management or CSIT).  The computer science 
cluster is willing to work with the mathematics cluster to create the new 
concentration, which should particularly work well with FIT’s programs. Shai 
also offered to duplicate his conference presentation concerning data science 
to interested faculty, who should contact Shai via email. 
 

11.  Peer Tutoring 
Christine Sibol asked faculty to send qualified applicants for peer tutoring 
positions to their campus’s peer tutoring faculty advisor.  (Cocoa:  Melissa 
Jones and Michelle Bisceglia, Melbourne: Christine Sibol, Palm Bay: Kenneth 
Iwezulu, Titusville: Brad Marovich)  The positions are now paid during the 
semester (as opposed to being awarded a scholarship the semester 
subsequent to service).  In addition, she encouraged faculty to advertise the 
service to their Intermediate Algebra classes.   
 

12.  MAT 1033 Coverage 
Bogumila Wojtowicz, alerted the faculty to the fact that the MAT 1033 section 
coverage that was sent out in an email to math faculty this summer included 



mandatory coverage of Chapter 1, which is, in fact, not required.  Faculty 
should check the eCPR for required topics.   
Bogumila also suggested a committee to review and edit MAT 1033 review 
materials constructed by and used by faculty on the Palm Bay campus.  
Volunteers were Bogumila, Christine Sibol, and Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz.  The 
review material will be made available to all math faculty in a repository on 
CANVAS. 
 

13.  Textbook Selection Committee for MAC 1114, MAC 1140, MAC 1147 
There was discussion about whether to use a single selection committee or 
two committees (one to select textbook, one to select software) for the 
Precalculus courses.  Asiya Satdanova made a motion to have a single 
committee, seconded by Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz.  All math faculty voted in 
favor except Katina Gothard, with a dissenting vote.  Ruth Chabot made a 
motion, seconded by Melissa Jones, to include representatives only from the 
four physical campuses (and not from e-Learning) on the committee.  The 
motion passed.  The committee will consist of Jane Edgar and Jonathan 
Emond from the Cocoa campus, Jeremy Mandelkern and Vicki Norwich from 
Melbourne, Asiya Satdanova and Bogumila Wojtowicz from Palm Bay, and 
Marcia Lake from Titusville.  Jonathan Emond will be the contact person to set 
up the first meeting and conduct the vote for committee chair. 
 

14.  FIT Math Equivalents 
The following courses were agreed upon to articulate to EFSC from FIT: 
 MTH 0111  for MAT 1033 (Intermediate Algebra) 
 MTH 1701 for MAC 1105 (College Algebra) 
 MTH 1702 for MAC 1233 (Applied Calculus) 
 MTH 2051 for MAD 2104 (Discrete Math) 
 MTH 2401 for STA 2023 (Statistics) 
 MTH 2201  for MAP 2302 (Differential Equations) 
Because of the difference in credit hours, precalculus and calculus courses 
cannot be transferred in for credit; however, the math faculty agreed to count 
the following as meeting the prerequisites for their respective courses. 



MTH 1000 meets the prerequisite for MAC 1311.  MTH 1001 and MTH 1002 
meet the prerequisite for MAC 2313.  MTH 1001 and MTH 1002 meet the 
prerequisite for MAP 2302.  
  

15.  List for STEM Disciplines Curriculum Alignment 
Linda Miedema will get information about meeting dates and times.  DeAnn  
Bohm indicated that the next meeting is October 21.   
 

16.  ADPA 
Katina Gothard presented further information on the revised ADPA 
application form (revisions by last year’s ADPA committee).  The information 
used was as follows: 
10 points =  full 35% for Instructional Support 
6 points = full 25% for Contributions to Disciplie 
2 points = full 15% for Contributions to College 
3 points = full 10% for Professional Development 
8 points = full 15% for Classroom Management 
A suggestion was made to include this information on this year’s ADPA 
application.  Whether or not to incorporate the suggestion will be up to this 
year’s ADPA committee.  Kathy Cobb will be sending out an email asking for 
volunteers, and the committee must be formed by October 1.  
 

17.  Cumulative Finals 
It was brought to the attention of the cluster that, although most of our math 
courses require a cumulative (comprehensive) final exam worth 15—20% of 
the final grade, there is no such requirement mentioned on the course plans 
for STA 2023 STA 2023H, or STA 3024.  Jane Edgar made a motion that the 
intent of the cluster is that a cumulative final exam be required for all math 
courses.  Iris Burkhardt seconded the motion, which passed with no dissenting 
votes. 
 

18.  Textbook/Software 
A suggestion had been made by the AAC that the math cluster form two 
different committees for textbook selection, one to choose a textbook and 
one to choose an online platform.  The CAB must be followed, which requires 



college-wide standardization of course materials for general education and 
sequential courses where feasible.  The question was raised about whether 
the online platform qualifies as a “consumable” supplement.  No consensus 
was reached on this issue. 
 

19.  Calculus Textbook 
Sasan Kermani asked about being allowed to used MyMathLab to supplement 
his Calculus courses and offer it as an option to students, even though our 
current Calculus book is paired with WebAssign.  (See above discussion.) 
 

20.  Canvas Orientation Problems 
Jane Edgar suggested that IT be contacted with a request to make a change to 
CANVAS that would allow instructors to enter in information (grades, 
attendance) about their students even if these students have not completed 
the CANVAS orientation.  ANGEL had this feature.  Kathy Cobb suggested that 
the math cluster work through the LMS subcommittee of the AAC (chair Salli 
DiBartolo).  Joe Wakim pointed out that this change would not be effective for 
online students, whose only contact with their instructor is through CANVAS.  
Holly Wendel moved that this change be suggested for face-to-face classes 
only.  Jonathan Emond seconded the motion.  The motion passed with no 
dissenting votes. 


