
Humanities Discipline Cluster Minutes 
August 18, 2017  Melbourne, 7-100 
 
Presiding: Alicia Spring, Humanities Discipline Cluster Chair 
Note Taker: Karyn Ott, Humanities Discipline Cluster Secretary 
Attending: Dorothy McCalla, Ilana Grimes, Bob Hartley, Ron Rountree, David Simmons, 
Steven Long, Mansoor Khan, Alicia Spring, Lynn Spencer, Karyn Ott,  
Excused: Connie Dearmin 
Guest: Dr. Phil Simpson 
 
I. Welcome to Bob Hartley 
 -Bob Hartley is our new full-time faculty in Titusville for Humanities and World 
             Religions. 
 
II. ADPA - Alicia Spring 
 -Congratulations to Ron Rountree, last year's recipient 
 -Call for this year's ADPA committee 
 -Ron Rountree, Steven Long, and David Simmons agreed to serve 
Action Item: Alicia Spring will send an email requesting two more faculty to round out 
the committee 
 (Note: after the meeting, Bob Hartley and Alicia Spring agreed to serve on the 
  ADPA committee, completing the roster.) 
 
III. Study Abroad - Dorothy McCalla 
 -We are offering HUM 2740 to Europe this year with a new provider. 
 -Sorrento has been added, Lucerne has been removed 
 -Still waiting to hear about the Cultural Exchange Program from China 
 -The nurses' trip to Zambia is being planned 
 -In terms of HUM 2740 to Europe, if anyone is interested in teaching it next 
              summer, contact Dorothy McCalla 
 -The new provider has a six student/1 faculty ratio 
 -To keep the current price, a minimum of 20 students are needed 
 -Students can go on-line for information and to register. Payment plans are an 
               option 
Action Item: Dorothy McCalla will send out flyers to cluster members 
 
IV. Census Reporting - Alicia Spring 
 -This reporting is to be done once a semester 
 -Even though the College doesn't have an "official" attendance policy, it is up to 
              each instructor to clearly state their policy in their syllabus. Faculty must be able 
              to report a last day of attendance (LDA) 
 -discussion concerning "W," "WF," "W5," and "early F."  Dr. Simpson attempted 
               to clarify the requirements 
 -Legal updates concerning these policy changes are in a hyper-linked document in 
              the Agenda in Canvas  
 



V. Institution for Collaboration and Innovation - Alicia Spring 
 -Ramona Smith is the director of the Institution for Collaboration and Innovation 
 -there is a hyper-link in the Agenda on Canvas that will have information on how 
              Valencia College facilitates collaboration and innovation 
 -We are to inform Dr. Smith of any workshops, seminars, etc. offered for students 
 
VI. Course Accessibility Update - Alicia Spring 
 -All courses must be designed to be accessible to all students by January 2018.
 -Some things discussed: 
 a. Close captions are not perfect and can have unintentional racial slurs 
 b. Kaltura is a "human transcription" program 
 c. We discussed Alt Text 
 d. It was noted that software must go through ETAC 
 -UDOIT tool scans course content for compliance issues.  It was noted by cluster  
              members who had used the program, that it is not perfect.  
 
VII. Service Animal Procedures - Ron Rountree 
 -There is a two page manual from SAIL concerning Service Animals 
 a. Service Animals do not have to be registered through SAIL 
 b. Faculty, by law, are only allowed to ask if the animal is a service animal.  We  
                are not allowed to ask for documentation. We must be careful when  
                questioning a student concerning a Service Animal. It is best to defer to SAIL 
                as they will guide through the process 
 c. According to the college, if we have an issue with an animal, we may be moved  
                to another class.  The same goes to students who might have an issue with  
                someone's Service Animal. 
 d. According to law a Service Animal may be a dog or a small horse. 
 
 
VIII. Textbook Affordability Variances - Alicia Spring  
 -If there is a question concerning a textbook within a Cluster, the Cluster needs to 
             report things are in process for resolution 
 -Reports are not generated for recommended texts 
 -It was noted that if a text for a class is much cheaper than texts being used for the 

 same course on another campus, this can cause a variance  
 -The State Law came out in 2015.  The College was brought to task in 2016. We 
              don't know if this is to be a semester to semester reporting 
 -Campus adoptions  - just to the provost. and College-wide adoptions - sent to the 
              Cluster 
Action Item: Dr. Simpson will ask Dr, Meidema if we are still required to report 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IX. Course Revisions - Alicia Spring 
 HUM 2230H, Ott, Dec.2017 
 HUM 2249H, Spencer, Dec. 2017 
 REL 2300H, Rountree, Dec. 2017 
 HUM 2270, McCalla and Ott, Spring 2018 
 -The three Honors classes must be ready for a Cluster vote at our January meeting 
 -Once all courses are in performance-based language, we start the revision 
                process all over again. 
 
X. Assessment Review/ 17-18 Cluster Initiative - Ilana Grimes and Alicia Spring 
 -We were unable to view the AA Assessment software as the classroom is only on  
              the student network 
 -Ilana reviewed the paperwork with us.  She recommended viewing the video first  
              and then answer the questions.  We will post our answers to a discussion board  
               on Canvas to be compiled 
 -It was noted that the wording of the questions was problematic to our Cluster.  
              Our frustration with the wording/process should be reflected in our answers 
 -Possible initiatives for 17/18: trace success of students who had at least one  
               composition course before taking an Humanities course, using a universal 
               assignment or rubric,  
Action Item: Completed paperwork is due by Oct.9 
 
Meeting Ending time: 3:55pm 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Karyn Ott 


