
Communications and World Languages Cluster Meeting 08-13-2020 

Starting Time: 1:05PM 

Attendees: Rhonda Rye, Timothy Shary, Maria Parnell, Belynda Cain, Aaron Houts, Janet Rubin, Monica 

Hixson, Stephanie Jarvis, Nicole Gomez, Pilar Florenz, Roland Chambers, Holly Erler, AP Michael Cadore, 

,Anthony Spero 

Excused:  Ervin Jackson 

Cluster Chair: Roland Chambers 

Note Taker:  Monica Hixson 

 

Topics of Discussion 

1.  Covid 19:  All instructors should follow current EFSC guidelines if teaching any classes with face-to-

face meetings. 

2.  Udoit:  All instructors should follow guidelines and requirements set by their campus Provost. 

3.  Adjunct Policies:  We discussed the previous policy of not inviting adjuncts to share the Cluster 

Canvas Shell and attend cluster meetings.  A vote was taken to now allow adjuncts to be more active 

participants in our cluster for the benefits it would offer them.  The decision was unanimous. 

4.  The use of Translators in Foreign Language Classes:  Pilar and Aaron discussed the difficulties that 

foreign language teachers have had with students using various types of translators to “cheat” in their 

online language course assignments and tests.  They have drafted an addendum that shall be included in 

all future foreign language course syllabi forbidding the use of such translators in these situations.  They 

asked that a vote be taken to send the document to the AAC for approval.  The cluster voted 

unanimously in favor.  Roland suggested that once approved, teachers should include information in 

their Canvas courses to enforce the new policy. 

5.  Cluster Positions:  Roland called for a review of current Cluster Positions and Reps.  All positions will 

remain as they are for the coming year. 

8. Women Who Shape History Speech Competition. This competition, although worthwhile, will be on 

hold for 2020/21. 

9. Status of Incomplete Grades for Spring 2020.  We discussed how incomplete grades will be handled.  

Instructors should make a request to Liz Craft to extend dates in their Canvas courses to allow students  

access to needed course materials.  Students are permitted two regular terms to make up work on an 

incomplete grade before it reverts to an “F.” 

10.  Summer Course Student Time Management Issues:  Roland discussed some concerns he had over 

students not completing course assignments due to time management issues and asked for insight from 

cluster members.  Some suggestions were offered. The discussion carried over into #11 below. 



11.  Covid Concerns and Distress.  We discussed some of the unique challenges students (and teachers) 

may be facing with the current health crises along with some resources available.  AP Cadore reminded 

members that his office is a resource for students.   Rhonda mentioned that funding is available for 

students through the CARES ACT to help with computer purchases.  There is a link on the EFSC website. 

12.  Live Online Resources.  Most instructors have been recommended to teach their courses 

asynchronously.  There are many workshops and webinars available to assist faculty in preparing and 

teaching their courses online including many through MYCTE. 

13.  Hybrid Foreign Language Courses and Course Updates.  Roland discussed the proposal of changing 

the hybrid selection for ASL and other foreign language courses when completing routine course 

revisions.  AAC approval would be required.  The cluster took a vote and all approved this small change. 

14.  Textbook and access code issues for Spanish courses:  Pilar and Aaron explained the problems 

resulting with the use of different texts and access codes in Spanish classes and requested that all 

courses use only one text:  the Vistas 6th edition.  A vote was taken and approved by all. 

15. OER’s:  Stephanie and Roland are using the OER, Exploring Public Speaking 4th edition for Speech. 

Nicole is testing out a possible OER for Spanish for Fall. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM  

 


