
Communications Cluster Meeting:  August 22, 2014. 2:00 PM.   Melbourne Campus 
 
Attending:  Belynda Cain, Roland Chambers, George Cornelius, Monica Hixson, Susan Houts, Mercedes 
Hussey-Pailos, Deana Morone, Terri Moore, Maria Parnell, Rhonda Rye, Paul Spampanato 
 
Excused:  Holly Kahler, Aaron Houts 
 
Note-taker:  Monica Hixson 
 
The following topics were reviewed and discussed at last Friday’s meeting: 
 

1.  Pearson Representative:  Our new rep. at Pearson is Rachel Bareni.  She had planned to attend the 
meeting today but was unable to.  She will be in touch and reschedule. Terri has her contact information 
if anyone needs it. 

 
2.  Course Outcome and Summary Reviews and Votes:  The following courses need to be reviewed and 

voted on by all cluster members – a.  COM 3042 Interpersonal Communication.  This course was 
developed by Holly and Paul.  Paul gave a brief overview of the highlights and importance of this 
course.  b. MMC 1000 Introduction to Mass Communication.  This course was updated by Roland. 
c. MMC 1100 Writing for Mass Communications.  This course was updated by Roland. 
d. COM 3120 Organizational Communications.  This course was under the domain of the Business 
department but is now under our domain. We are waiting for clarification from the Business department 
about the future of the course and who will teach it. 
 
Action item:  Since many cluster members had not taken the time to review the course plans, we were 
not able to vote on approval.  It was decided that Roland will put the course plans in Google Docs and 
set a deadline by which all members would give feedback and make their votes. 

 
 

3. Course Rewrites in WIDS.  All courses need to be updated in WIDS. Some courses have been updated, 
but the following foreign language courses need to be updated:  Chinese 1; Special Topics in 
Conversational French; Independent Study in French; German 1,2,3; Japanese 1,2,3; Russian 1,2; ASL 
3,4; Independent Study in Spanish. 
 
Action Items: Roland will update Chinese 1.  Other cluster members were requested to contact foreign 
language instructors on their campuses for insight and help with updating the other languages but no 
specific assignments were given.   
 
It was suggested that we use Aaron’s fine model for French for the other language updates.  Aaron 
should contact Roland to get the ball rolling on this. 

 
4.  Call for Joining NCA and AEIMC.  Susan encouraged us to consider joining the National 

Communication Association as a cluster.  All agreed it to be valuable for our group and expressed 
interest in joining. The AEIMC (Association for Journalism and Mass Communication) is a fairly new 
organization that may also be a positive group for us to become involved with.  They have a few 
communications-related events planned for the fall (one is a media engagement event to be held on 
October 7th) and are trying to get colleges involved.  A brief discussion followed on the value of possible 
events for students to spark interest in “communications-related” activities.  One idea proposed was a 
panel discussion open to the EFSC student body on trends in publishing in which panel members would 
be EFSC Communications faculty. 
 
Action Item:  Susan will report back with additional information about the AEIMC and events. 



 
 

5. Proposed Speech Mixer.  Susan suggested that full-time and adjuncts in our departments get together 
from time to time in a relaxed, social capacity to get to know each other outside of our usual once-a-
semester required cluster meetings.  We agreed to continue the discussion about this. 

 
 

6. Canvas.  The college is officially converting to Canvas in Spring.  Most cluster members are Canvas 
certified and the rest are working on getting certified this semester.  Roland has set up a shell for us in 
Canvas with a link to CPR.  It will be accessible to all members once they become certified. 

 
7.  Other Topics Briefly Discussed 

 
• Growing and marketing elective courses. 
• A Cluster Newsletter with information related to our cluster and its’ members. 

Susan agreed to work on this project. 
• The practice of using Academic Interns was started in Titusville this semester and may be 

started in the future on other campuses. We discussed the use and benefit of this type of 
assistance.  

 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:30. 
 
 
 

 


