
Communications and World Languages 

Cluster Meeting Aug. 8, 2019 

 

Attendees:  Michael, Cadore, Belynda Cain, Roland Chambers, Holly Erler, Pilar Florenz, Nicole 

Gomez, Aaron Houts, Erwin Jackson, Stephanie Jarvis, Maria Parnell, Janet Rubin, Anthony 

Spero 

 

Cluster Chair:  Roland Chambers 

 

Officers elected for the upcoming term were:  Chair – Roland Chambers, Vice-Chair – Stephanie 

Jarvis, Secretary – Nicole Gomez, AAC Reps – Holly Erler, Roland Chambers.  Belynda Cain is the 

Melbourne campus rep. 

 

Assessment 

 

The assessment committee usually meets in February, but will not be meeting this year.  The 

members of our cluster must devise a plan for upcoming assessments of our courses.  Roland 

encouraged everyone to consider selecting a Core Ability such as Work Cooperatively or Model 

Ethical and Civic Responsibility which could be measured using the group project assignment.  

Faculty have the right to determine which Core Ability to assess and which tool(s) to use for 

that assessment.  Roland would like us to notify him as to the Core Ability selected for 

measurement and any changes to existing rubrics.   

 

Roland presented a report with charts and graphs showing assessment results for the past two 

years.  Although pass rates by the students were high, many faculty members did not report 

any results.  Hopefully the addition of several new faculty members to our cluster will improve 

the reporting rate in the future. 

 

Curriculum 

 

The cluster voted to allow Roland to make minor updates to our courses in order to keep them 

current.  Courses should be updated every five years.  New courses for this year include Pop 

Culture and Media, Chinese 2, and ASL 4.  These courses will be sent out by email for cluster 

voting.   

 

SPC 2608 will need to be updated soon.  Everyone teaching the course indicated they are still 

giving tests.  The outlining competency was questioned.  The cluster determined that either a 

preparation or delivery outlining assignment would meet the objectives of the competency. 

 

Accessibility 

 



Accessibility will be entering Phase 3.  All face-to-face must meet accessibility standards by the 

Spring term 2020.  Faculty should run the UDoIt program and place the results in a folder.  

Explanations concerning items flagged by the program could be included in the folder.  

Department chairs will collect and store the UDoIt results.   

 

ADPA 

 

Two people, Belynda Cain and Rhonda Rye, have volunteered to be the upcoming ADPA chair.  

An email was sent out for vote with Belynda Cain getting a majority vote.  Volunteers for the 

2019-20 ADPA committee include:  Belynda Cain, Rhonda Rye, and Holly Erler.  Additional 

volunteers will be needed. 

 

Library LIB guides, writing center resources, and master course plan for SPC 2608 

 

Belynda Cain gave an interesting presentation.  She has been working with library faculty on 

updating the Melbourne campus LIB guide for SPC 2608.  Creating a works cited page is one 

competency being addressed.  She has also been working with the Writing center.  Belynda has 

created a new Canvas shell for us to collect resources and teaching tools to be shared by both 

full-time and part-time faculty.  The goal is to have resources in one place for us to use and 

share.  Some resources already available in the shell and links to library and writing center 

resources, the writing center’s lib guide, creating a works cited page, the American Rhetoric 

website, and a self-introduction video.  Hopefully the information in this shell will provide 

online mentoring for new faculty.  Faculty will be encouraged to share ideas.  Belynda has full-

time faculty listed as instructors in the shell and will add adjuncts to the list. 

 

The Debate Club 

 

Susan Houts, who no longer works at the college, formerly sponsored a debate club.  Roland 

asked for volunteers to continue the club.  The topic was dropped. 

 

Textbooks 

 

Textbook cost is still an issue.  Faculty should try to lower textbook costs to the students, if 

possible. 

 

Room available for students to record speeches 

 

Stephanie mentioned that speech teachers used to record student speeches.  On the 

Melbourne campus, Building 2 Room 204 is available on Mondays and Wednesdays for 10:00 – 

1:00 for students to record speeches. 

 



Men’s Minority Initiative (MMI) 

 

The chair of this initiative is Wayne Brown.  The MMI will have a table at Club Rush and also 

plan a mixer for the students sometime at the end of August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


