
Communication and Foreign Language Cluster Meeting:  August 20, 2016.   Melbourne Campus 

 

Attending:  Belynda Cain, Roland Chambers, Monica Hixson, Aaron Houts, Susan Houts, Holly Kahler, Maria 

Parnell, Janet Rubin 

  

Cluster Chair: Roland Chambers 

Note-taker(s):  Susan Houts/Monica Hixson 

 

The following topics were reviewed and discussed at yesterday’s meeting: 

 

1. Approval of Jan 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

 Minutes were sent out via email in January 2016. Cluster approved minutes unanimously. 

 

2.  T. Moore’s Surgery 

 Well wishes were sent from the Cluster to Terri Moore as she recovers from her knee surgery. 

 

3.  Communications/Foreign Language Curriculum Committee Update (minutes attached) 

 Roland, Holly and Aaron met on August 2 to review and edit five language courses: JPN 1120, JPN 

 1121 submitted by J. Kagunda and GER 1120, GER 1121 and GER 2220 submitted by J. Harbaugh. 

 Cluster unanimously approved revision changes for all five courses. 

 

 Action Item: Roland will complete the submission packet for submission to CDC and AAC by Sept 1. 

  

4.  College Liaison for the Cluster 

 T. Akers was to be our Cluster Liaison but per an email from Aug 18, 2016 has requested to be returned 

 to full-time faculty status on the Melbourne Campus English Department. Cluster members agreed Tony 

 was a great AP and also was very successful in his time as Department Chair and everyone is looking 

 forward to working with him on the faculty team. Cluster is awaiting designation of an administrative 

 Cluster Liaison.  

 

5. New Assessment Requirements 

 There are added assessments for Foreign Language Courses for this academic year: 

 ASL 1140, ASL 1150, FRE 1120, FRE 1121, GER 1120, GER 1121, JPN 1120, JPN 1121 

 The Assessment Committee will be reaching out directly to adjuncts. Only Spanish 2 is affected and the 

 Cluster can use the existing rubric. 

  

 Also, new Assessment Committee requirements state that we are no longer required to use a common 

 assessment tool or assignment to measure the same core ability. Each faculty can choose an individual 

 assignment that you feel is appropriate and effective to measure any one of the five core abilities. They 

 are changing this policy because some core abilities are being assessed a lot more than others and so the 

 committee is trying to create a more balanced assessment process. For example, one of the abilities that 

 needs to be assessed more often is Modeling Ethic and Civic Responsibility 

 

6. College courses more than 10 years old that need to be revised 

 Per Scott Herber, it would be better to delete rather than revise courses that are over 10 years old: i.e. 

 FRE 2932 and 2935 and SPC2905. The Cluster agreed with this decision. The other courses on the list 



 have been revised by the Curriculum Committee. (see above) 

  

7. New WIDS System (see handout) 

 The college is phasing out the W.I.D.S. System The new name for the system is C.P.T.: Course Plan 

 template.  It was created to resolve confusion between various forms previously in use.  

 

8. Communication Cluster Course Shell Update 

 

 Action Item: Roland will be restructuring the shell for Canvas including adding Janet and removing 

 adjuncts. 

 

9.  Honors 

 The Cluster agreed to submit SPC2608H to the CAT System. There was a quick discussion on the caps 

 for SPC 2608 Honors. The discussion continued with ways to increase enrollment in the Honors 

 Program. For Fall ’16, Cocoa has 2 enrolled in SPC2608; Palm Bay has 12. Melbourne will offer 

 Honors in the Spring.  

  

 Susan mentioned that most of the PB Honors students were DE/High School Students and they were 

 referred to the Honors Program through their high schools via the PB Faculty: CJ Baker-Schverack and 

 Karyn Ott, etc. The Cluster discussed whether Lynn Demetriatus was the correct entry point to the local 

 hit schools. Otherwise, there is little to no coordinated effort to promote the program on campus. Several 

 cluster members discussed the ideas of strengthening the ties with Honors and PTK, but Janet - advisor 

 for Cocoa PTK - mentioned that there is not much promotion of PTK either and so students who receive 

 the letter often think it is a scam. It was noted that Wayne Stein and Ray Roberts are the administrators 

 assigned to the Honors Program. Janet mentioned that there has previously been scheduled Honors 

 Council meetings to discuss the scheduling and marketing of the Honors Program. 

  

 Action Items: Aaron emailed Wayne Stein to a. find out if there can/will be an Honors Council 

 Meeting in order to try and coordinate the Honors Schedules across the college and to discuss overall 

 marketing and b. to find out if there are designated Honors Advisors on each campus. 

 

10. Speech 2052.  Voice and Speech Improvement. (Monica) 

 It was suggested that Monica offer SPC2052 as an Honors Course in order to lower the required 

 enrollment so the course will be allowed to run.  

 

 Action Item: (?) Monica will explore resubmitting SPC2052 as Honors 

 

11. Textbook Justifications 

 A new statewide policy will require the college administration, led by Kathy Cobb,  to justify large 

 textbook cost variances in each discipline in order to drive down the costs of textbooks to the students. 

 Faculty/Clusters will be encouraged to vote on more affordable textbooks. Roland mentioned an 

 upcoming workshop on Open Educational Resources, which is an option the college would like us to 

 consider for our courses. The  Faculty Enlight System is also going to be revised: certain faculty will be 

 designated to input all textbooks. Maria mentioned that this is already done by the Dept Chair. It was 

 discussed that this role might then go beyond just inputting the various books to reviewing and ensuring 



 the books and costs are comparable across the board. The Cluster discussed the possibility that we will 

 all need to agree on a  book college-wide to comply. Marie also brought up the mark-up by the 

 bookstore: once a faculty member negotiates a cost with a publisher, the book is then marked up per 

 Barnes and Nobel. 

 

 Holly said the AAC echoed this mark-up concern in the morning meeting. Barnes and Nobel must 

 maintain storefronts on each campus, and while Melbourne and Cocoa are large enough to pay for the 

 costs, smaller campuses like Palm Bay and Titusville run sometimes at a loss. And B&N also must give 

 the college a cut of all books.  

 

 AAC also discussed the challenges with Faculty Enlight with campuses or faculty negotiating prices 

 requiring unique ISBN numbers, and then when faculty go in and order the book, there are numerous 

 books at the same prices, so very faculty should look carefully at each ISBN. 

  

 Roland mentioned that the college system seems to be moving naturally to eBooks, a more affordable 

 option for students. 

 

 Action items: Holly suggested we have a separate meeting for textbook selection issues, including 

 addressing the issue Roland brought up regarding Academic Freedom. 

 

12. Other Items 

  

Strategic Planning/Intercultural Course 

 Susan asked about the status of moving forward with Strategic Planning and the Intercultural Course. It 

 was unofficially agreed to hold off on these projects until the College provides a more clear direction for 

 our Cluster and Degree Programs. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm 

 


