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Eastern Florida State College 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2018 

 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Advisory Committee Members 

Heath Brabon – EFSC DMS Faculty Sandra Lanza - EFSC Dept. Chair 
Ray Choiniere – EFSC PTA Clinical Coordinator Nicole Marrero – EFSC DMS Sr Student 
Daniel Clancy – EFSC DMS Clinical Coordinator Sophia Najarro - EFSC DMS Sr Student 
Tom Clarke - Medical Director  Jacilyn Rayl - EFSC DMS Jr Student 
Daniel Coco – EFSC DMS Jr Student Constance Sanchez – EFSC Surgical Tech PM 
Christina Gordon - HFMG(Gateway) Kristin Schroeder - EFSC PTA Program Mgr. 
Anthony Guccione – EFSC Student Advisor Timothy Sears – EFSC Rad Faculty 
Harry Holdorf – EFSC DMS Program Mgr. Susan Sheehan – EFSC Rad Program Mgr. 
Dori Knodel – EFSC Admin Support Jeff Swalchick - Medical Director 
Mandi Pedrick – EFSC MRI Faculty  

 
 

Welcome and Introductions (Dr. Harry Holdorf) 

Student’s Report 

 Junior Students (Jacilyn Rayl and Daniel Coco): The first semester has been very overwhelming 
and a big adjustment for students to settle into. Student PAC representatives created a survey (Survey 
Monkey) to seek anonymous feedback from incoming DMS students regarding the advising and 
application process, prerequisites and program satisfaction so date. Generally, students were satisfied 
with the application process and found that it was not too difficult to navigate. There was some 
frustration with misinformation and/or conflicting information, but a majority of students found the 
process to be easy to navigate. Students felt that some of the required prerequisites were not 
necessary. One hundred percent of the surveyed students were extremely happy with the program, 
faculty, and especially the small size of the class. Suggestions included an updated application checklist, 
biopsy phantoms, summer preview classes (knobology, specified anatomy/physics), and CANVAS 
calendar of deadlines and assignment due dates. 

 Senior Students: We are in clinicals daily. They have found that scanning in hospitals and 
outpatient clinics in reality can be challenging with patients who cannot move. Practice of left-handed 
scanning in the lab will be helpful. “ClanDorf Outpatient” lab sessions are very helpful with Dr Clarke 
evaluating student scans.  

Advising Report – Anthony Guccione 

 There have been a series of Health Science Advising/Admissions personnel changes and 
temporary placements and we are aware that some misinformation disseminated. However, trained 
permanent staff is now in place and there should not be any further issues. Sonography is a popular 
program and we get many calls. Sitting in on program classes has been very helpful from an advising 
standpoint as it provides an opportunity to understand the program. 

 



2 
 

Program Manager’s Report: 

 The program Annual Report reviewed, evaluated and approved by JRC-DMS for 2017. 

The decision has been made that it is no longer necessary to supply students with dosimeter 
badges. During the time students wore badges, there has not been any indication of any exposure. In 
practice, sonographers do not wear badges and therefore deemed an unnecessary expense or need for 
EFSC students. 

 In an effort to give students more obstetrical practice, a free obstetric clinic lab approved by 
EFSC council for pregnant EFSC students only and scheduled to begin in February 2019. The purpose is to 
give sonography students more practice in scanning. No diagnoses given, “patients” must have had a 
previous ultrasound and permission from their physician, and only Level I scan will be done. Students 
will need to sign a consent and hold harmless form. Students will be permitted to take a picture of 
images only.  

 Advanced Technical Certificate offered in the summer of 2019. The curriculum has been 
approved by the Curriculum Development Committee (CDC) and is due to go on to the ACC on 
November 16, and then to the State for final approval. Christina Gordon brought on board to as staff to 
be the clinical instructor that will enroll five students initially.  Students must show proof of active 
certification.  

 A 20-hour service learning intern option added as a way to earn 5 points toward admission to 
the program. Last year’s interns wrote newsletter style articles that turned into a newsletter. After 
branding by EFSC, the newsletter will be written monthly and sent out to clinical sites. All contributions 
for newsletter article, cartoons, letters, etc., are welcome.  

Clinical Coordinator Update (Daniel Clancy) 

 The number of students admitted to the current program reduced from 15 to 13 students. 
Three new clinical sites added, and we are hoping for a fourth: Parrish Hospital, Melbourne Vascular, 
Viera Diagnostics and Indian River Medical Center in currently in the process of being added. It has been 
beneficial to reduce the number students admitted to the program as it is allowing for more scanning 
time for each student. 

 100% of students have passed the second portion of their exams and that leads to jobs. The 
current class will be able to start their exams 60 days earlier as we try to help them get their registries so 
that by the time they graduate, they will ready to go. All benchmarks met and passed, and the 
Sonography web site contains links to statistical information as per accreditation requirements. A lab 
book has been created and will be offered for sale in EFSC bookstore for $25. 

Physics Update – Heather Brabon  

 First semester of teaching has been very positive. The feedback from students has also been 
positive. Expectations are clear, lots of hands on learning, excellent textbook, good videos, lesson 
PowerPoints posted online, and all enhance learning. “Clandorf” style practice lab sessions offer very 
good practical practice and experiences before students head out to clinicals. Current students will be 
taking their Physics board examination in the spring.  
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Medical Directors Report (Dr Thomas Clarke and Dr Jeffrey Swalchik)  

 Dr Clarke: The program has improved every year and has become a “solid” program. Overall, 
during Clandorf practice lab sessions, I have found students to be prepared and progressing very well 
even ahead of previous class progress. The lab machines, lab practice, and physics instructor are very 
helpful to preparing students. 

 Dr Swalchick: Agreed to give talk on muscular/skeletal again this year. 

 

Clinical Instructor Report – Christina Gordon  

 In clinical sites, EFSC students found to be better prepared than students of other Sonography 
schools (Keiser). Lab time and machines on site are very helpful in preparing students for clinical sites.  

 Christina presented a book for the Vascular Technology ATC program, a program in which she 
will be brought in as a skills laboratory instructor. The book is “Techniques in Noninvasive Vascular 
Diagnosis” 4th Edition, An Encyclopedia of Vascular Testing, by Robert J. Daigle, BA, RVT. The Book was 
approved by Harry Holdorf and Dan Clancy, as well as others in the meeting.  

Advisory Committee Members Updates  

 Physical Therapy Assistant Program Chair, Kristen Schroeder, now requires her student to 
complete a packet of information in the summer before the program starts in the fall. They are tested 
on this information and she has found that students have benefited. Perhaps the same could be done so 
that Sonography students are given information to study in advance of program start? In addition, the 
monthly newsletter could be used as a marketing piece by sending to potential clinical sites. 

 MRI Program Manager, Mandi Pedrick, reminded that she needs to schedule a session with the 
Senior Ultrasound students titled “MRI Safety Procedures”. Dr. Holdorf mentioned that some of the 
ultrasound students were interested in enrolling into the MIR program after graduation.  

Adjourned at 1:10 


