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Eastern Florida State College 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program 

Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
February 7, 2017 

 

Welcome and Introductions (Dr. Harry Holdorf) 

 Our accrediting body requires an advisory meeting once per year. We have people from the 

college, the community, and medical directors to give us direction.  Every advisory has junior and senior 

students join in. 

Health Sciences Chair Report (Sandra Lanza) 

 We have 4 site visits for accreditation; sonography in February, nursing in March and physical 

therapist assistant and radiography in August 2017. For surgical tech, we are reapplying for 

accreditation. We received the packet in the mail last week. Pharmacology tech is a new program 

anticipated to begin April 2017. The new building is looking good.  We still have a major issue regarding 

laundry, but we’re working on it.   The dedication is Thursday from 11-1pm and tours will be offered. 

Students from each program will be a tour guide and other students will present the programs in their 

classrooms.  Open house for the community will be on a Saturday. 

Program Manager Report (Dr. Holdorf) 

New Building, new city: JRC-DMS site visit update: students graduating in May. 

We are going to be site visited February 20-21.  All students are required to be present. Students 

may be interviewed separately. In the afternoon we will go to the clinical sites. They will talk to the 

technologists. The document review is in Building 15, Room 102.  Student files will be reviewed. We 

have student evaluations but not ARDMS or surveys.  They will tour the classroom, syllabi, etc.  Findings 

will be given to D. Clancy and Dr. Holdorf, then there will be an exit meeting. They have a list of 

materials to be available on site.  The master plan is there for anyone coming in to take over.  We have 

their standards and guidelines that we base our guidelines.  It identifies what we need to use.  It’s how 

we developed the program. 

 Students Report: 

Our main concern with the move was knowing availability for clinical sites.  That was hard for 

some with schedules.  The laundry was another issue.  As students we have responsibility to be flexible 

with wherever and whenever. 

 D. Clancy discussed scheduling. We have 32 spots now. We had to make rearrangements 

putting juniors in Tuesday first semester for what we do the first two semesters.  Seniors have their time 

here using the clinical rooms. We grow and change. Keiser is our competitor.  You don’t know from one 

semester to semester what’s available. They only take one sometimes.  Dr. Choiniere has to have 125% 

sites available and is helping with that. We have good sites and good clinical instructors. Sundays are 

open now. We need better OB phantoms in the lab. We received a scrotum phantom with Perkins funds.  

Dr. Holdorf also requested Perkins money for portable scan machines. We are looking for ways to work 

with other programs to move our machines to OR and ER for ultrasound.  It’s been done with the 

Respiratory Therapy Assistant.  The possibility of getting radiation badges were discussed. Without them 
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they can’t go into an area on-site.  It can be done but they cost would have to be added as a lab fee.  S. 

Sheehan is radiation officer.   In the spring we are starting a sonography club at the Cocoa campus. S. 

Lanza offered to have reps from the radiography club talk to D. Clancy on goals for the club without 

community outreach 

Medical Director Report (Dr. Thomas Clarke and Dr. Jeffrey Swalchick) 

Review of Curriculum/ Obtaining new clinical affiliates: 

 New sites are encouraged. More than you need is important. Your equipment here is good. We 

should do more presentations. As adjunct faculty, we can teach MRI, CT, sonography and radiography. 

Muscular skeletal is good. It’s a hands-on thing with better resolution and is big in sports medicine. We 

would have to look at support courses covering muscles. 

Clinical Coordinator Report (Daniel Clancy) 

Clinical affiliate update/ clinical objectives: 

OB is a big opportunity.  We pitched the idea to get students at EFSC cleared for OB. They would 

have to fill out a form with their doctor’s name on it ordering an ultrasound. It’s a volunteer scan model 

for educational purposes. Gynecology is designed into OB.  In the waiver it says its okay, but we would 

need doctor’s permission. In our program they expect in the second trimester a normal exam be done. 

We are not doing transvaginal. We met with Parrish. They want EFSC staff on-site, student GPA’s and 

people who live specifically in their area. Dr. Swalchick will talk to them. The VA is in the works, and they 

say as long as we are in pursuit of accreditation, that’s fine.  We’re still trying to get more machines for 

the clinical site.  We go as far as Fort Pierce.   Sebastian wasn’t interested. 

Physics/Skills Laboratory Report (Anna Steadman) 

Physics Class, Edelman review, skills laboratory update: 

 Things are going good.  Students taking physics are okay. She’s approaching it as interactive, not 

just knowing definitions but applying them to the lab. Edelman is a travel registry review for people. We 

signed up an alliance with them. They take the test right after. Different people learn different ways.  It 

was difficult last semester because the physics director left, and she started mid-term. 

Clinical Site Instructor Report (Maggie Webb) 

Senior Student update - Objectives: 

 Where she graduated in Valencia, they go out and make sure students are doing what they 

should and are on point. They would give feedback to work on specific topics to strengthen them.   

Seniors need a push to graduate.  Now she’s speaking one on one to see what their needs and goals are.   

Health Sciences Advisor/Admissions Report (Christi Scheirer) 

Graduation Update, admissions update, information sessions update: 

 Most of the Intent to Graduate forms have been received.  The deadline is March 9 with a $20 

late fee. We are constantly seeing students applying because they get points for seeing an advisor.  They 

are seeing more since they have the physics. She tells students to start the pre-reqs and hold off on 
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shadowing. Do you have an expiration date? (No. It’s really for them. We see them for 4 hours and ask if 

they want to schedule the next 4.  Dr. Holdorf does keep a record of that.  Send them to us and we will 

schedule when we can.)  The TEAS test was changed but there is no difference in scores.  There are 3 

information sessions scheduled. The first one was changed to the 28th.  The website about clinicals was 

verified, and the sonography website is up-to-date.  Estimated expenses were updated and have risen to 

$12,000-13,000. Lab fees are now $1,300. 

Clinical Affiliate Instructor Report (Susan Reed)  

When you send students out to us, where are they coming from?  It’s like deer in the headlights. The 

first 2 semesters we had 16 on 2 machines.  (They’re here one semester before you get them. They do 7-

8 clinical sites for the whole rotation. Going into a live hospital is hard for them. When they get to you 

they belong there.) We need to maybe do better with that. We would like to see them at a site and get 

them back at 8 to see how they are doing.  Dr. Swalchick suggested switching them around during a 

rotation. Dr. Clarke suggested they do just an organ. S. Reed recommended they watch but not look at 

her scan to see if they can find what she found. She wants them to assess the room before they scan, 

and would like Maggie to come out to a site. 

Advisory Committee Members Program Updates: 

Surgical Tech – (Constance Sanchez) Some of our clinical sites only want 2 students so we are trying to 

find a place for more.  We’re okay for now since we only have 9 students but can take 15. We have to 

branch out further than Health First. We are getting ready for a self-study.   S. Lanza suggested we have 

one manager keep these sites, but they would need to be clinically minded, not just marketing.   

Pharmacy Tech (Nikki Farrahi) There should be no problem placing clinicals with lots of retail 

pharmacies.  Hospitals may not want to take more than two.  She’s writing the program choosing 

courses, and will get with C. Sanchez or Admissions regarding admission testing.  A board meeting will 

be held at the end of April. No budgets have been formed.  The accreditors are usually here for one day. 

They mostly want records, rubrics, and to meet the students. This is her 4th time she’s going through 

accreditation.   

Physical Therapist Assistant (Dr. Kristin Schroeder) The program is going good. Students love the lab 

with great equipment.  Having the office closer gives her time to do more advanced stuff with them.  

She lost a few students due to grades.  She and Dr. Choiniere went to a seminar regarding loss of 

students.  All 12 will graduate. Dr. Holdorf will tell the site visitors administration supports the program. 

Computed Tomography/Magnetic Resonance Imaging (Mandi Pedrick) it’s going well. We’re on the 

second cohort. Half of the first cohort has passed registry and found jobs.  She doesn’t know if they are 

taking it unless they tell her. Go to AART and see if they are registered. There’s nothing in the future to 

get the statistics at this time.  She’s setting up an advisory committee.  Employer and student surveys 

are out. She’s working on her masters.  Some of our programs feed into other programs.  CT is two 

semesters. Imaging goes toward a bachelor degree. 

Dr. Paulette Howell  Thank you all for your hard work.  It’s challenging work. Be inspired you are doing a 

great job. 
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Diagnostic Medical Sonography Advisory Committee Members 

Joanie Barnes, EFSC Student Dr. Harry Holdorf, EFSC Dr. Kristin Schroeder, EFSC 

Breana Berkebile, Student Jessica Lagges, EFSC Student Anna Steadman, EFSC 

Dr. Ray Choiniere, EFSC  Sandra Lanza, EFSC Dr. Jeff Swalchick 

Daniel Clancy, EFSC  Mandi Pedrick, EFSC Marguerita Webb, EFSC  

Dr. Thomas Clarke Susan Reed, EFSC B. Hartman (Recorder) 

Nikki Farrahi, EFSC Constance Sanchez, EFSC S. Sheehan EFSC 

Stephanie Faith, EFSC Student Christi Scheirer, EFSC Dr. Paulette Howell EFSC 

   

 


