
 
 

 

HVAC Technology Advisory 
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Meeting called by: Stephen Heneghan 

Type of meeting: Advisory Committee  

Recorder:  

Attendees: 

 

HVAC Staff  

 

Absent: 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest: 

Mark Fritz, Michael Lonis, Janelle Messmer, Ann Powers, Joey Powers, Robert 

Scaringe, Missy Tucker 

 

Steve Heneghan, Jeff Patton, Donna Tice, Philip Sweeney  

 

Clinton Ramsey, Pat Wallace 
 

• Donna Tice explained to Ann & Joey Powers the purpose of the Advisory Committee meeting was for college representatives and 

Contractors to collaborate on keeping the program current and find out what areas students may require more training. They 

recommended training for the fundamentals of ductless mini split systems, inverter technology, and zone controls. There was a 

general consensus that this is a rapidly growing area in the industry. Robert Scaringe suggested the students should be made 

aware of the difference between the systems and what the pros & cons are related to them. 

 

• Ann Powers suggested it would be beneficial for students to be provided with a booklet of resources when entering the workforce. 

They could exhaust all avenues to getting information and resolving issues before calling their employer for guidance. It would 

make them more proactive and employers would be appreciative. 

 

• There was a discussion concerning grading students for practical applications being more weighted. Some people may be good at 

taking tests but apply what they’ve read to practical use. 

 

• Stephen Heneghan explained plans to relocate the Palm Bay HVAC program to the Cocoa campus in May 2018, and Phil 

Sweeney introduced himself as the contact for HVAC and limited access programs at the Cocoa campus. 

 

• There was a lengthy discussion regarding an option to bring students into the program who have been in the HVAC program at 

their high school. If they learned theory in high school, they could move into the college in a course which focuses on practicum. 

Other students, with no prior education in this field would be in the current HVAC program. This would make it possible for 

HVAC to be taught at any high school without the expense of labs and equipment and possibly increase enrollment. Phil Sweeney 

explained to the committee that he would like to meet with James Oriani, Corporate Services Director at EFSC to discuss this 

idea. Committee members stated they would hold an emergency meeting if necessary, to expedite this idea if accepted. 

 

• The question was raised about entrance requirements into the HVAC program. The “point system” attached to limited access was 

explained. The committee would like to review the point system to recommend changes. Phil Sweeney stated he would send 

everyone a copy of the point system. 

 

• Stephen Heneghan mentioned meeting an instructor from Santa Fe State College who told him the last eight weeks of their 

program was dedicated to rotating their students between contractors so they could get practical experience. The committee 

members would like Steve to contact the instructor because they are interested in how they can do that and our students 

cannot. 

 

• Stephen Heneghan provided the committee with a brochure for a “Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerancing” class that will 

be offered at EFSC mainly for Engineers. Robert Scaring was interested in this training because his employees attend training 

elsewhere and it is a good option for them. 

 



• The next Advisory Committee meeting will be held March/April 2018 at a location to be determined. 

 

• Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Donna Tice 

 


