
 

 

    
Drafting and Design 

Advisory Board Committee 
MINUTES DATE: 10/29/19 TIME: 6:00PM 

COMPANY & ADDRESS:  
EASTERN FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE 
3865 N. Wickham Rd. Melbourne, FL 32935 

MEETING 
CALLED BY Korie Carter 

TYPE OF 
MEETING Drafting and Design Advisory Board Meeting 

FACILITATOR/ 
NOTE TAKER Korie Carter 

ATTENDEES 

Industry Representation 
Scott O’Brien--Tensor Engineering 

Vincent DePena—Bowman Consulting 
Adam – Bowman Consulting 

Bob Riddel —BRPH 
Sarah Langenbach —BRPH  

Eastern Florida State College Representation 
Korie Carter 

Patrick Robinson 
Stephen Taylor 

Lisa Schuler 
Joe Harvey 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

DISCUSSION 

There were refreshments provided by BRPH and casual conversation to start the meeting. 
 
Bob Riddell discussed the differences in the AIA licensing process today versus years ago – much easier to 
obtain licensing, with a less rigorous testing process and a less involved design project. This led into a 
demonstration of the ENSCAPE application for Revit models – allows realistic walk-through and mark-up of 
structure models. He pointed out the value of ENSCAPE for QC purposes. 
 
Korie Carter started a discussion about student interns and what is expected at the host sites, as well as what 
students need to succeed in this capacity. Bob stated that they are looking for interns who can “contribute in a 
practical way” and have an understanding of materials and construction methods. He and Vincent Depena 
agreed that students should also know their limitations and be willing to ask questions about what they do not 
know. Vincent stated that he encourages new employees and interns to look around as they are driving through 
town and observe things like parking lots and utility lines. Bob said that Mechanical rooms offer the same kind 
of opportunity to study actual engineering components and identify them. Sarah commented that students 
could be challenged to create more detail views, as this helps to think about connections within structures.  
 
The conversation remained about teaching students practical skills and knowledge, and Patrick observed that 
today’s students have less discipline than in prior years. Joe Harvey added that in the high schools, earning a 
certificate for learning software is what is emphasized, as opposed to any problem-solving skills. Korie agreed 
that teaching problem solving versus software packages is the challenge today and added that she has 
incorporated Stair codes and calculations into the architectural course. Bob reiterated that designing a staircase 
tells the whole story of a building and forces the designer to think about connections at each level, codes, 
ventilation, and more. Patrick stated the need to find an Architectural reference text for students, to accompany 
the current software tutorials. This text would provide architectural design and construction concepts lacking in 
the software-based curriculum. Vincent spoke up to say that if students would become familiar with the FDOT 
manual, they would learn a lot about practical elements in civil design, such as roadways, parking lots, and 
curbs. Korie mentioned that she has considered adding a “Codes and Standards” class to the Drafting 
curriculum and covering all 3 fields in which codes apply (Mechanical, Architectural, Civil). 
 
Discussion shifted to talking about board drafting, and Bob talked about how hand drafters had to be more 
careful about creating geometry, forcing them to slow down and think about how elements actually fit together. 
Everyone agreed that hand drafting led to a better understanding of geometry in general. Stephen Taylor 
offered the comment that it’s much the same with programming; when punch cards were used the 
programmers were much more careful and meticulous about their code. He also suggested possibilities for 
practical experiences for students including Boot Camps, Externships (student shadows a professional), and 
bringing subject matter experts into the classroom. Bob said that the best opportunity for shadowing in 
architectural field would be with the building contractors at site visits. Korie stated that she has been offering 
students extra credit when the volunteer with Habitat for Humanity on site, helping to build homes. Vincent 
added that Bowman is willing to shadow students as well.  
 
The discussion concluded on the subject of soft skills workshops through the Career Center, and Lisa Schuler 
spoke about the benefit of students learning practical soft skills as well as technical skills.  
 

CONCLUSION Korie Carter thanked everyone for attending and for their participation on the board. 

SUBMITTED BY: KC ADJOURNED AT: 8:00PM 
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