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Activity Summary: 
The Board retained three members from the previous year (Fusco, Huggens, and 
Peytchev) and obtained one new member (Gordon).  The Board met on November 19, 
2020 and April 23, 2021.  Both meetings were held virtually via MS Teams due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
During this academic year, the Board continued its discussion on follow-up items from 
the formal EFSC Program Review held in February 2020.  The program manager 
shared findings from subsequent discussions and meetings with key staff members in 
admissions, advising, and the registrar with the Board.  Specifically, it was determined 
that an average of 54% of AS Chemical Technology students had already earned an AA 
prior to enrolling in the AS program.  This suggests that perhaps over half of the 
students in this AS program are enrolled in it to take additional supplemental 
coursework as may be required for a change in education/degree plans, and therefore 
may not intend to complete the AS.  For example, a student who initially earned an AA 
may have taken oceanography to meet the physical science course requirement; but if 
later the student decided to pursue additional education in a scientific or medical field, 
s/he would need to take additional courses in the physical sciences (chemistry, physics) 
as oceanography would not be a sufficient prerequisite for these fields. Enrolling in the 
AS Chemical Technology program would allow them to complete those additional 
courses (and be eligible for financial aid while doing so).  The Board was also informed 
that efforts were underway by the College’s advising team to contact current students in 
the AS Chemical Technology program who had completed 75% or more of the 
coursework but had not yet graduated.  It was hoped that this outreach would allow us 
to learn more about the student’s needs and intentions, but unfortunately as of the date 
of the spring meeting, the program manager had not yet been advised of any findings.   
 
The Board had an opportunity to review the AA Transfer GPS for Chemistry and 
Biochemistry that was being developed (which is nearly identical to the AA Transfer 
GPS for Biology).  The board expressed general support for the plan. 
 



The Board also viewed the draft version of the College’s new web page for the AS 
Chemical Technology program, which is expected to go live in the summer.  A 
suggestion was made to include a link to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics for the 
chemical technician field as supplemental information for current or potential students to 
review.  The program manager will evaluate the link to determine if it is suitable for 
inclusion in the new web page. 
 


