
EFSC AS Chemical Technology Advisory Board  

Spring 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Friday, 4/23/21, 9am via Microsoft Teams 

 

Items of Discussion: 

1. Welcome and introduction of members 

a. Kirk Fusco, Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

b. Lisbeth Gordon, Optimal Research (unable to attend; last-minute cancellation due to work 

requirements) 

c. Derek Huggens, chemist and EFSC alumnus (unable to attend; last-minute cancellation due 

to work requirements) 

d. Slav Peytchev, EFSC chemistry instructor 

e. Susan Styron, EFSC chemistry professor and program manager 

 

2. Board members were given a preview of the updated web page that is currently in development for 

the AS Chemical Technology program.  Slav suggested adding a link to the US Bureau of Labor 

Statistics website for additional information: https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-

science/chemical-technicians.htm.  Susan will review the information in this link and discuss the 

possibility of adding it to the updated web page with the College’s marketing/web design staff. 

 

3. An update on enrollment in the AS Chemical Technology program was shared (see statistics in table 

below).  The overall decreasing trend may be due to efforts to improve student advising and as well 

as more targeted marketing to ensure that students are in the correct program for their future 

employment/education plans.  The extreme decrease for the current AY is likely due to Covid-19, at 

least to some extent.  Most classes were online for fall semester 2020; some classes returned to 

campus in a hybrid or face-to-face format for spring semester 2021.  In addition, the College capped 

enrollments for its face-to-face classes at 50% to allow for social distancing.  

Academic Year AS Chem Tech Enrollment 

2020-2021 294 

2019-2020 436 

2018-2019 551 

2017-2018 604 

2016-2017 605 
 

  

 
4. An update on AS Chemical Technology student demographics was shared.  In discussion with other 

College staff (admissions, advising, registrar) last fall, it was suggested that perhaps one reason 
students don’t complete the AS is that they already have an AA and are just taking some of the AS 
classes to supplement the AA (for example, if they changed career paths and need more or higher-
level science classes than what they took in their AA).  To that end, Susan researched the 
percentages of students in AS Chem Tech that 1) did not have an AA prior to enrolling in the AS 
program; 2) did have an AA prior to enrolling in the AS program; and 3) obtained an AA after 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/chemical-technicians.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/chemical-technicians.htm


enrolling in the AS program.  The statistics are shown in the table below.   
 

Semester % w/o AA % w/AA before  % w/AA after 

Spring 2021 45% 55% 0% 

Fall 2020 43% 52% 6% 

Summer 2020 28% 59% 13% 

Spring 2020 37% 51% 12% 

Fall 2019 24% 63% 13% 

Summer 2019 38% 53% 9% 

Spring 2019 38% 41% 21% 

Fall 2018 40% 44% 16% 

Summer 2018 25% 68% 7% 

Spring 2018 27% 58% 15% 

Fall 2017 37% 46% 17% 

    

Average 35% 54% 12% 
 

On average, 54% of students already had an AA prior to enrolling in the AS Chemical Technology, 

which does support the idea that this may be one reason students do not complete the AS. 

 

5. An update on additional efforts to understand the AS Chemical Technology student population and 

possible reasons for the low completion rates was also shared.  The College’s advising team was 

asked to reach out to students in the program who had completed at least 75% of their courses but 

had not yet graduated.  The following questions were to be asked, but as of today’s date, none of 

the data from this effort has been provided to Susan.  She will follow up with the advising team. 

 

• Are you looking to complete your AS degree in Chemical Technology and what support do 
you need to graduate from the program? 

• Do you have your specialization picked out and are you ready to graduate with your AS 
Degree in Chemical Technology or are you in this program for another reason? 

• For any students who indicate that they are not looking to graduate: Why they are in this 
program and who advised them to enroll in this program and why? 
 
 

6. Members were sincerely thanked for their service on this board over the last few years.  Meeting 

was adjourned. 


