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Activity Summary: 
The advisory board met on November 7, 2019 and June 18, 2020.  
 
During this academic year, the Board was tasked with evaluating three curriculum 
proposals related to the new state of Florida requirements for General Education, which 
state that 15 credits of General Education in the AS degree plan must include a 
minimum of one course in each of the following areas: communications, humanities, 
social sciences, mathematics, and natural sciences.  To meet this requirement, one 
proposal was to move BSCC 1010 (General Biology 1) from the Major Courses area to 
the General Education section of the degree plan; the Board approved.  A second 
proposal involved SPC 2608 (Fundamentals of Speech), specifically that it not be a 
required course (either delete entirely or move to Technical Elective area).  The Board 
strongly opposed this idea and recommended that the course remain as a degree 
requirement.  The third proposal involved incorporating all embedded math 
prerequisites into the Technical Electives area; the Board approved.  Cluster faculty 
agreed with the Board’s recommendations and they were all incorporated into the 
revised course plan which will be effective Fall 2020. 
 
This program also underwent an internal Program Review in February 2020, and Dr. 
Styron shared some of the results from the review with the Board.  In the area of 
Assessment, students are consistently performing well above the benchmarks, so 
cluster faculty will be consulted to determine whether they should be raised for the 
future.  In the area of enrollment, numbers were down somewhat from the previous 
year, which may be due to other (new) programs available, such as the Health Care 
Navigator AS degree and CCC, which may be more appealing to pre-health students.  
Student classification may also be impacting program statistics, and a review of 
transient vs. non-degree seeking vs. traditional student may be needed to ensure 
students are properly categorized when entering EFSC.  Another suggestion from the 
program review was that an alternative option, an AA – Biology Path or AA – Chemistry 
Path (similar to the AA – Engineering Path for students who intend to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in engineering) may be developed for students who intend to pursue 



four-year degrees in either chemistry or biology.  An AA may be a better fit for some 
students than an AS degree, depending on their long-term goals. 
 
All Board members graciously agreed to serve for another academic year, with the next 
meeting to be held in fall semester 2020. 
 


