
Chemical Technology Program Advisory Board 
Eastern Florida State College 

Report for Academic Year 2017-2018 
 

 
Advisory Board Members:  
Dr. Cristina Oropeza (NASA/KSC) 

Peter Phelan (Sanford Burnham Prebys Medical Discovery Institute) 

Dr. Thorsten Schmidt (Geno LLC) 

Terry Williamson, Advisory Board Chairman (Brevard County Natural Resources) 

Slav Peytchev (EFSC chemistry faculty) 

 
Program Manager: Dr. Susan Styron (EFSC chemistry faculty) 
 
 
Activity Summary: 
The advisory board met on November 15, 2017 and April 17, 2018.  Terry Williamson 
was selected as advisory board chair.   
 
Dr. Styron provided updates on the current status of the program, including information 
from an EFSC formal program review conducted in fall semester 2017.  The AS 
Chemical Technology program continues to suffer from low completion rates.  The 
formal review generated a variety of proposed action items aimed at improving the 
curriculum and program track options available to students that are hoped to positively 
affect completion rates.  Biological and Chemical Research classes were added to the 
list of electives for the program effective Fall 2018, a change which the board had 
strongly suggested in the prior year’s advisory meetings.  The board was also in favor of 
combining the biotechnology and biomedical technology tracks, as well as removing the 
engineering track (as additional AS and AA options exist for students interested in 
engineering).  The board was not in favor of developing an additional health sciences 
track at this time. 
 
Dr. Styron also shared that work is in progress on two potential articulation agreements.  
One agreement would allow EFSC’s AS Chemical Technology graduates entry into 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s BS Aerospace Physiology degree.  This 
agreement is expected to be finalized soon.  Another possible articulation agreement 
with Florida Institute of Technology is being pursued by Dr. Ramona Smith, and is in the 
beginning stages of development. 
 
The board reiterated that employers would view coursework in lab safety and/or 
chemical hygiene as highly desirable.  It was also suggested that courses in quality 
assurance/quality control may be valuable as well.  Dr. Styron will explore these 
recommendations with program faculty. 
 
 


