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Activity Summary: 
Members of the 2016-2017 advising board were recruited during EFSC’s 2016 fall 
semester.  The committee met in the 2017 spring semester on Thursday, February 9 at 
8:30am.  Members were formally introduced, and Terry Williamson was selected as 
advisory board chair.  Dr. Styron provided an overview of the Chemical Technology AS 
Program.  The curriculum and various degree plan options were reviewed and 
discussed, along with current program statistics and assessment methodologies.  
Additional discussion focused on recommendations for the future direction of this 
program, as detailed below. 
 
The board highly recommends that directed research and internship courses (BSCC 
2910, CHMC 2910, CHM 2941) be included in the elective options for this degree, as 
the hands-on practical experience gained in these courses would be extremely valuable 
to prospective employers*, and would also give students an edge in competing for 
admission to bachelor degree programs.  Two semesters of research/internship 
experience would be ideal.  Dr. Styron has followed up with the program faculty to call 
for a vote on this proposal, which will be held in August.  [*Most board members noted, 
however, that their current employers are not hiring laboratory technicians at the AS 
degree level at this time; most are requiring a minimum of a bachelor’s degree.]   
 
The board also stressed the importance of cultivating students’ applied problem solving 
skills.  Program graduates should be able to perform successful literature searches, 
make critical connections between theory and practice, select and utilize appropriate 
labware, learn from failed experiments, and explain unexpected results.  It was 
specifically noted that students whose undergraduate lab experience exclusively 
involves the use of “kits” (which contain all items needed for an experiment) generally 
do not have a solid foundation in basic laboratory techniques and processes.  The 
board strongly advises that experiments be designed to give students the opportunity to 
determine what glassware and equipment may be needed, rather than having 



everything pre-assembled for them.  Employers expect graduates to be self-starters, 
with a strong knowledge of general lab procedures.    
 
The board was also in favor of the development of lab safety and/or chemical hygiene 
courses for inclusion in the curriculum for this degree.  Dr. Styron will explore this 
recommendation with program faculty. 
 
 


