
Academic Affairs Council 
MINUTES NOVEMBER 16, 2012 9:12-12:28 COCOA, 12-205 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Laura Dunn 

TYPE OF MEETING  

FACILITATOR Laura Dunn and Amy Rieger 

NOTE TAKER Karen MacArthur 

TIMEKEEPER Karen MacArthur 

ATTENDEES 

John Armstrong, CJ Baker-Schverak, David Bradford, Stephanie Burnette (guest), Salli DiBartolo, 
Laura Dunn, Laura Earle, Deborah Eaton, Karen Eisenhauer, Stephen Gallagher, Katina Gothard, 
Jeanine Henry, Scott Herber, Anne Kenner, William Klein, Sasan Kermani, Chuck Kise, Sandi 
Lanza, Amy Rieger,  Ray Roberts, David Shedrow, David Simmons, Phil Simpson (guest), Padma 
Vermari, Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz 

 

Agenda topics 
9:12-9:13 MINUTES LAURA DUNN 

DISCUSSION 

Approval of minutes from October 19, 2012:  Laura Earle motioned to approve the minutes.  Sandi Lanza 
seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Other:  Yoshi Yamamoto had to step down as the math cluster AAC alternate.  Sasan Kermani is his 
replacement. 

 
9:14-9:54 OLD BUSINESS LAURA DUNN AND AMY RIEGER  

DISCUSSION 

Legislative update – HB7135: Laura Dunn is a member of the statewide committee addressing general 
education requirements for social and behavioral sciences under the new HB7135.  The last meeting was 
October 25, 2012; Laura Dunn had sent meeting minutes to department chairs.  Each of the five areas of 
study, communications, mathematics, humanities, social/behavioral sciences, and sciences, were to reach 
consensus on student learning outcomes.  The social and behavioral sciences committee were unable to 
agree to a student learning outcome.  After the formal meeting there was a wrap-up session where the 
five subject areas tentatively decided upon courses for the new general education requirements.  The 
listing of the statewide recommendation will be released in January 2013. 
 
The general education requirements were divided into two tiers: 15 credit hours to be decided upon 
statewide, and 15 hours to be decided at each institution.  The statewide committees were able to create 
a brief list of 1-5 courses that students could use to satisfy the statewide general education 
requirements. 
 
The statewide recommendations will go through a formal process for accepting feedback.  If anyone is 
interested in providing feedback, please do so. 
 
General Education Subject Area: Communications selected ENC1101 – English Composition I  
General Education Subject Area: Humanities selected ARH X000 Art Appreciation, HUM X020 
Introduction to Humanities, LIT X100 Introduction to World Literature, MUL X011 Introduction to Music 
Literature/Music Appreciation, and PHI X010 Introduction to Philosophy 
General Education Subject Area: Mathematics selected MAC X105 College Algebra and any MAC 
course higher than 1105, STA X023 Statistical Methods, MGF X106 Liberal Arts Mathematics I, and 
MGFX107 Liberal Arts Mathematics II 
General Education Subject Area: Natural Science selected General Biology or higher, General 
Chemistry or higher, General Physics or higher, and possibly 2 other non-STEM major courses to be 
determined 
General Education Subject Area: Social Science did not have selections ready as of October 25, 2012 
 
Laura Dunn stated that the natural science courses are generally four credits but only the lecture portion 
would count towards the general education requirement; the lab credit would count as an elective. 
 
On the social and behavioral sciences committee there are six members from universities and six 



members from community colleges.  78% of the courses taught in this area are done at community 
colleges. 
 
The social and behavioral sciences committee members agreed to a conference call at 10:00am and had 
been participating in a listserv discussion since the meeting in October. 
 
The universities pushed for a social sciences survey course.  The course fitting this description at BCC 
isn’t currently in WIDS language and credentialing is difficult because it covers so many areas.  Would we 
be able to teach this course with SACS approval?  It contains anthropology, history, humanities, political 
science, psychology, and sociology. 
 
The emphasis at the statewide committee meaning appeared to be for a ‘global cultural awareness’ for 
the general education requirements.  So far four courses have been proposed: Introduction to 
Anthropology, Social Problems, Comparative Politics, World History or Western Civilization, and Abnormal 
Psychology.  If these courses are approved at the state level, every institution will have to offer them.  
Currently in our catalog we have ISS (Introduction to International Studies) while other colleges offer INR 
(International Relations). 
 
The universities with committee members teaching upper level courses seemed unfamiliar with the needs 
of students taking remedial courses. 
 
Handbook Committee:  Amy Rieger reported that she had now assigned subcommittee members sections 
of the handbook for review.  She asked that all AAC members also review the handbook. 
 
Textbook Policy & Procedure:  Karen Eisenhauer said the committee is focusing on the need for 
clarification in requirements for textbooks adoption, including the use of digital texts or other forms of 
course materials.  The committee is currently drafting three separate documents: a policy document, a 
form for textbook adoption, and a checklist to walk faculty through the process.  For example, faculty 
may not know to go through the Office for Students with Disabilities or ETAS when selecting texts.  The 
AAC looked at the policy document draft on the document camera.  Chuck Kise suggested the committee 
focus on course material rather than textbooks.  He said we faculty should not be tied to publishers’ 
concepts for course materials. 
 
Since textbooks are included in the CBA, does the college need to generate an MOU about this policy?  
Would open source materials have to go through this process too?  Full time faculty are included in the 
contract but adjuncts aren’t – what implications does this policy and open source materials have for 
them?  Maybe cluster chairs rather than department chairs should be responsible for textbook adoption.  
The department chairs seldom meet as a group to discuss issues they all face. 
 
The committee next looked at the Textbook Affordability Act wording.  What about supplemental 
materials that cannot be required? 
 
Sub Policy & Procedure: Scott Herber said the draft of his policy had been sent by email and the AAC just 
needed to vote on it.  David Bradford motioned to accept the policy.  Karen Eisenhauer seconded.  The 
motion passed. 
 
Jeanine Henry said that she had been told she could get a sub for her theater courses and that the sub 
could be non-faculty.  The sub must be an employee of the college.  The employee need not be 
credentialed in theater arts if she can arrange a guest speaker or some other assignment. 
 
Phil Simpson said he would inform Executive Council that the policy was approved. 
 
Student Complaint Protocol: Scott Herber drafted a document for students to follow when they choose to 
file a complaint.  This document is intended to guide students to first consult the faculty member before 
escalating a complaint to administration.  This is also intended as a pre-appeal process checklist.  Chuck 
Kise said that as a department chair, he doesn’t see the need for an additional form.  Laura Earle said 
she doesn’t want to see a form like this placed in an employee’s personnel file.  It isn’t part of the 
permanent record for faculty yet might stay in the system. 
 
Course Revisions: Linda Miedema wasn’t present to provide an update.  The previous meeting had 
mentioned that courses in various clusters are in old language and must be updated.  Clusters need to 
set priorities to finish rewriting them. 
 
Review of Credentialing Notes by Discipline:  Phil Simpson said this needs to be done by spring for the 
SACS compliance report.  Faculty need to go to Banner to verify information is correct. 

   
[TIME ALLOTTED] NEW BUSINESS AMY RIEGER 

DISCUSSION 
ETAS Report:  Chuck Kise showed a recommendation from the ETAS committee regarding Echo 360 and 
Apreso.  The committee recommends that the college use Camtasia Relay for video captures because this 



will save money over the other software.  Academic Technology will be in charge of maintaining the video 
captures and will query faculty each semester about retaining the recording.  Laura Earle motioned to 
approve the recommendation from ETAS.  John Armstrong seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 
 
Some faculty have software to convert PDFs to Word.  Rather than the college buying an institutional 
license, faculty may ask others for assistance in converting or may use the software in the computer labs.  
Dayla Nolis can also help with this. 
 
Welcome Back Schedule:  Phil Simpson said there will not be a main assembly on Welcome Back day.  
Cluster meetings will be held in the morning and workshops in the afternoon. 
 
Student Announcements:  Salli DiBartolo asked if these are going through Titan email.  Reading general 
announcements to students in class takes time away from their lessons.  Is there a way to make these 
announcements available in ANGEL®?  Some of the information is about scholarships or campus events 
that the students may not be able to attend.  Stephanie Burnette said she would check with Catherine 
Harwood and Suzanne Sparling as to where these announcements are generated and if they can be 
combined to only once per day. 
 
Summer schedule:  Ray Roberts discussed the eight week sessions.  This started under Dr. Astrab when 
he was the CLO.  It was intended as a way for students who had just graduated high school or for 
transient students to be able to take summer classes.  Now it’s time to assess the program and be sure it 
is successful.  There are room scheduling issues and overlapping enrollment issues to consider.  It’s hard 
for the department chairs and the provosts to schedule for this.  Financial aid has no problems with the 
six or twelve week semesters but the eight week semesters are harder to accommodate.  The decision 
will be made for the 2014-2015 calendar so please send feedback by the first or second month of the 
spring semester.  The eight week semester has the highest W7 rate of any semester. 
 
Curriculum to be approved:  
Fire Fighter PSAV:  Bill Klein spoke for this program with information on FFP0010 and FFP0020.  The 
Florida Department of Education reduced contact hours by 52.  Sandi Lanza motioned to approve the 
entire packet.  Scott Herber seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Engineering Technology AS:  Laura Earle spoke about the three courses - EETC1025, EETC1141, and 
ETSC1240- that were changed.  They have been rewritten into WIDS format.  The Program of Study 
Checklist has changed.  Amy Rieger motioned to approve all three courses.  Sandi Lanza seconded.  The 
motion passed. 
 
Networking Services Technology AS:  Laura Earle said the Program of Study Checklist had changed.  This 
is a new program option and the courses are not yet written.  CET2890, CET2894, CTS2314 have only the 
COPS available.  John Armstrong motioned to approve the materials.  Padma Vemuri seconded.  The 
motion passed. 
 
PGYC1600:  This photojournalism course would like to remove the lab fee because it no longer applies.  
Sandi Lanza motioned to approve the change.  Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Public Safety Telecommunication PSAV:  EMS0002.  Steve Gallagher motioned to approve the change.  
Amy Rieger seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Reading REAV0017:  This has been approved at CDC with minor edits and is back at the AAC for final 
approval.  Whether or not students have to do everything listed under evaluation methodologies list was 
discussed.  The answer is yes.  Karen Eisenhauer motioned to approve.  David Simmons seconded.  The 
motion passed.  Laura Earle is to send an email to all faculty that all evaluation methodologies listed in 
the course outcome must be done. 
 
MOUs:  State says we must give credit or industry certification.  Cathy Beam has been working on this for 
the internal documentation.  They are FAA Airframe and Powerplant to BCC Aerospace AS, Fire Fighter II 
PSAV to Statewide Articulation AS Fire Science, and MSSC to AS Engineering Technology Statewide 
Industry Certification.  Sandi Lanza motioned to approve all the MOUs.  Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz 
seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Correctional Officer: There are five programs coming.  Laura Earle would like to send the course packets 
out for review over finals week.  Laura Dunn will divide the courses among AAC members.  CJK 0300, CJK 
0305, CJK 0310, CJK 0315, CJK 0320, CJK 0325, CJK 0330, CJK 0335, CJK 0340. 
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Email to all faculty about evaluation methodologies Laura Earle  

Appoint AAC members to review Correctional Officer course packets Laura Dunn  



Review Correctional Officer course packets AAC members  

 
[TIME ALLOTTED] SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS VARIOUS 

DISCUSSION 

SACS/QEP: Karen MacArthur said the Success Coach subcommittee of the QEP had met on November 13 
to discuss a proposal for the main QEP meeting.  Our subcommittee meeting got off the agenda and had 
to reschedule for November 27.  The MAI (Main Area of Interest) subcommittee had also met.  Both will 
report proposals at the main QEP meeting December 12 in Melbourne. 
 
LMSSS:  Salli DiBartolo said they had reviewed a new LMS.  They are considering replacing Wimba with 
some other software such as MeetMe or JoinUs.    The new LOR segment is cloud software with two 
different systems.  She believes Blackboard is trying to eventually push everyone to cloud software or to 
Blackboard Learn. 
 
Diversity:  David Simmons was in the statewide conference call for general education meeting and 
couldn’t speak for the Diversity Subcommittee until the end of the meeting.  He expressed a concern that 
the recommended assessment for HUM2249 would require course content which is not required by the 
COS.     
 
Assessment:  Katina Gothard said everyone is working on the projects and that implementation starts in 
the spring.  Assessments should be vetted by the clusters. 
 
CDC: Laura Earle said everything is going fine. 

 
12:05-12:28 STATEWIDE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE LAURA DUNN 

DISCUSSION 

Laura Dunn returned from the Social and Behavior Sciences subcommittee conference call.  Although no 
firm decisions as to required courses were made, the idea of only one social science course was rejected.   
 
Class size issues were discussed at the conference call.  Community college class sizes are usually around 
30 students while universities may have 300.  For colleges to offer that many sections of one course 
would be nearly impossible.   
 
Someone had suggested changing course prefixes to GEN for General Education but that idea was also 
rejected because of students transferring to other institutions. 
 
BCC General Education Committee:  Amy Rieger sent emails to cluster chairs of the five subject areas for 
general education.  They are looking for approximately 3-5 volunteers per cluster to work on the general 
education requirements for BCC.  Phil Simpson said he and Linda Miedema will be involved in this too. 
 
The Communications subcommittee has two from speech and one or two from communications already.  
They would like to meet before the end of the semester.  Speech may be considered a graduation 
requirement rather than a general education requirement. 
 
Amy Rieger will send an email to other cluster chairs asking for input.  All faculty are welcome to come to 
these meetings. 
 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

Send email to cluster chairs asking for input on general education Amy Rieger  

 
OBSERVERS  

RESOURCE PERSONS  

SPECIAL NOTES Our next meeting will be January 18 in Melbourne. 
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