
 

Academic Affairs Council 

MINUTES OCTOBER 16, 2020 9:15 AM VIRTUAL (MICROSOFT TEAMS) 

 

MEETING 

CALLED BY 
Scott Herber 

TYPE OF 

MEETING 
Monthly AAC Meeting 

FACILITATOR Scott Herber 

NOTE TAKER Michelle Richard 

ATTENDEES 

Anthony Akers, Nelly Cardinale, Belynda Cain, Dr. Roland Chambers, Dr. Frank 
Christopian, Joanne Connell, Salli DiBartolo, Dr. Laura Earle, Deborah Eaton, 
Dr. Holly Erler, Jimmy Gamez, Steve Gilmore, Ilana Grimes, Tammy Harding, 
Patricia Harmon, Ted Hartselle, Dr. Catherine Johnston, Dr. Warren Jones, Dr. 
ChanJi Kim, Marika Koch, Andrew Lieb, Ed Mango, Dr. Holly McKnight, Brian 
McLellan, Daniel Mondshein, Beverly Payne, Dena Schlunz, David Shedrow, 
Brandon Smith, Dr. Ashley Spring, Dr. Wayne Stein, Holly Tkaczyk, Patty 
Wallace, Bill White, Dr. Elmira Yakutova, Lisa Yarnell 
 
 

 

I. Agenda topics:   Approval of Minutes and Announcements 

II. Announcements 

III. Presentations and Guests 

IV. Curriculum Review 

   

   

DISCUSSION 
Approval of September 18, 2020 Minutes:  Frank made a motion to approve 
the August minutes.  Belynda seconded the motion.  Motion Approved.  

 

 

   
 ANNOUNCEMENTS SCOTT HERBER 

DISCUSSION 

None 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & CURRICULUM SCOTT HERBER 



 

DISCUSSION 

Lynn Spencer and several others volunteered to look at curriculum.  American 
Literature was missing an “I”.  Scott Herber will correct the error. Human 
Development question from Debbie Eaton. Discussion ensued regarding 
curriculum review. No other comments. Curriculum approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

 

SCOTT HERBER 

DISCUSSION 

CDC- Meeting coming up in two weeks. 
 
ETAC/LMS -Salli DiBartolo has been talking to Pronto, which is the “in Canvas” 
Chat. They would like to have a group of us try it. Scott asked for Salli to send 
an email to send out college-wide.  Scott Herber asked a question regarding 
speedgrader – how can you find wrong answers rapidly to review without 
having to scroll down through the entire exam?  Salli will bring it up to Canvas.  
Michelle asked about meeting with Bill White. Scott indicated the new system 
would be up for testing soon for ETAC to review. 
 
Assessment None. 
 
Library None.  
 
Handbook – Tony Akers spoke with Phil yesterday and there is a lot to do for 
the EFO materials. Working on getting the faculty handbook collated right 
now. Should see something by the next meeting. 
 
 CTC- None.  
 
Honors- Ashley Spring – going to have a sort of mini graduation for the honors 
students and then invite them to come back after COVID so they can celebrate 
those students live and in person in the future. Several honors courses being 
offered in the spring semester. Scott asked her to check the curriculum. One 
was checked for honor’s review. Ashley couldn’t find it. Scott Herber will 
check. 

 

 

 
 

 
UPDATES (IF AVAILABLE) AND OLD 

BUSINESS 
 SCOTT HERBER 

DISCUSSION 

 
Online Learning Steering Committee Tony – Phil is running late – in 

another meeting. 
 



 

 

Core Abilities Review:  Scott received an email from Mark. Meeting in 
November. Nothing else to report. 

 
AAC Goals: Scott Herber  - please send him an email if there is anything you 

have that you think may benefit for faculty training. Emergency Preparedness – 
there is an academic one. Scott pulled the document up for viewing and asked 

that everyone look it over and see if you have any changes.   

 

 

 NEW BUSINESS SCOTT HERBER 

DISCUSSION   

Curriculum Review: Tony Akers – withdrew his concern regarding the new 

process for curriculum review. He is happy that several reviewed the 

curriculum from AAC. Feels curriculum needs to be reviewed at the AAC level. 

Tony Akers volunteered to also review curriculum.  

 

On-line Minimum Standards: Andrew Leib – shared document. Believes there 

is another meeting next week. If this is something that becomes mandatory, it 

would need to be bargained. Feels it needs to go in the AAC handbook after it 

is agreed upon between Union and Administration. Scott Herber agreed. 

Andrew would like to get it in the handbook now, then edit, rather than having 

to start from scratch after it is agreed upon. Lynn Spencer disagrees. Would 

like a clearer presentation from administration on this pending rule. Tony 

Akers said the handbook has been submitted to UFF. Andrew says they are 

reviewing but feels there will be questions about this, so they do not want to 

use the word mandatory right now. Laura Earle says it needs to be bargained. 

Tony Akers says we should wait on it. Motion to table by Dr. Holly Erler. 

Second – Debbie Eaton. No objections. No abstained. Motion passes. Andrew 

will send out to everyone again. 

 

 

 OPEN BUSINESS SCOTT HERBER 

 

• Scott Herber reported Andrew Forbes asked if AAC could ask out 
administration to extend the deadlines for incompletes? Brian McLellan 

indicated he has 12 outstanding incompletes. Students are not 

responding and questioned why should we extend? Laura says this 
could be a problem because in some of the programs, some of the 

courses are not offered the next semester so it makes it difficult for the 
students to complete the assignments until the next year, especially for 

a laboratory. Brian asked if we can make it more specific to the 
student? Scott Herber agreed. Laura Earle is not in favor of extending; 

just thought she should explain one of the reasons why. Scott asked if 

he should approach administration and ask about student specific 
situations? Lynn Spencer says that over 100 students still have 

incompletes. Dr. Stein – 800 students so far. How many are programs 
like Laura described? Dr. Stein asked Mark to come up with that data. 

David Shedrow – shouldn’t the timetable start at the time when the 

course is offered again? Scott – Yes. Dr. Stein and Scott Herber will 
work on this. 



 

• Elmira Yakutova stated she was contacted by math faculty who want a 

chair of textbook selection committee. She was not successful in finding 
information. ETAC website issue. Academic issue. Michelle Richard 

indicated this would all be resolved with the new system.  

• Holly Erler – is administration going to send out some sort of statement 

to put in our syllabus for the upcoming semester that will describe how 
we are going to be handling things regarding COVID if how situations 

will be handled if someone tests positive in a face-to-face classroom? 
Andrew Leib is working with Dr. Fletcher on this. Hoping it will be 

addressed soon. Needs to be a universal COVID statement. Lisa Yarnell 

would like some sort of flow chart so if someone tests positive, faculty 
and students would know what the next step is to take. Andrew – if you 

have any students that test positive, it needs to be reported to 
administration. Laura – a decision tree would be very helpful. Students 

who are exposed to other students who are positive need to be 

reported as well, indicated Brian McLellan. 

Motion to Adjourn:  Ted Hartselle made the motion and Laura Earle seconded.  Motion carries.  

 

 

      Adjournment:  10:00 AM 


