
Background

Future Research
  Two museums repl ied that [paraphrasing] there are not
that many grants out there r ight  now; however,  i t  can be
observed that museums in group B were apply ing for 11+
grants consistent ly.  Future research may benef i t  smal ler
museums by learning the procedures for searching and
apply ing for grants performed by larger museums and
then developing a ‘How-To’  standards of  pract ice.
  For the last  three quest ions of  the survey, 19 of  the 32
total  respondents c la imed never having a grant manager,
10 as never using a grant search database (16 as always
using one),  and 10 as never having at tended (14 as yes)
any grant preparat ional  or  informat ional  webinars.  Based
on those answers,  i t  may be benef ic ia l  to conduct fur ther
research to determine where and how museums are
taking advantage of  ways to search for and secure funds.
This,  again,  can help to develop a ‘How-To’  search for
grants and ut i l ize al l  of  the resources out there at  their
disposal  (whether hir ing a dedicated grant manager or
at tending informat ional  meet ings).
  Further research is needed to determine i f  there was a
speci f ic  area (STEM, Art ,  History,  Educat ion,  etc.)  where
funding did decl ine dur ing the pandemic.  Current
research did not produce any stat ist ics that  supported an
overal l  decrease.
  Since i t  was observed that group B stayed closed for a
shorter per iod of  t ime dur ing the pandemic than group A,
further research may be needed to determine an
appropr iate t ime al lotment for  grant seeking purposes.
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  Of the 413 museums contacted, 22 emai ls were
returned as undel iverable,  10 repl ied stat ing they do not
apply for  grants,  and 2 repl ied as out of  the of f ice unt i l
af ter  the survey; leaving a possible 379 respondents.  In
total ,  there were 32 responses (8.4%). 
  Of the 10 survey quest ions,  one quest ion concerning
types of  grants appl ied for  (Federal ,  State,  etc.)  wi l l  be
omit ted for  the fo l lowing reasons: 1.  Received a response
stat ing they did not have al l  of  the informat ion and
therefore guessed. 2.  There were several  instances of  a
select ion of  ‘0 ’  grants appl ied for  dur ing a speci f ic  year
only to be fol lowed by a select ion of  a type of  grant for
that  same per iod.
  In order to see a change over t ime, the museums have
been broken into 2 categor ies based on revenue bracket
in FY2019. Given that there are only 2 respondents in the
$500K-<$1M and 1 in the $10M+ categor ies,  those wi l l  be
omit ted.  Addi t ional ly,  compared to 0-$499K (group A),
the $1M-<$10M (group B) respondents stayed closed for
a shorter per iod of  t ime, so that may af fect  the t ime
al lot ted to seek grants.
  For group A (21 respondents),  there is an observable
increase in the number of  grants appl ied for  dur ing the
height of  the pandemic in 2020 compared to 2019.
However,  in 2021 there are more instances of  ‘0 ’  grants
appl ied for  than both 2020 and 2019 combined. There
was also a s l ight  increase in the average grant amount
from 2019 to 2021. When asked the number of  grants that
were speci f ical ly COVID-19 related, 52.4% said between
1-3. 
  For group B (8 respondents),  the number of  grants
appl ied for  f rom 2019 to 2021 stayed most ly consistent.
The only observable change was that 1 more museum
appl ied for  11+ grants in 2020. There were no instances
of ‘0 ’  grants appl ied for .  Simi lar ly,  the average grant
amount stayed most ly consistent over the course of  the 3
years.  When asked for the number of  grants that  were
speci f ical ly COVID-19 related, 25% were 1-3,  25% were
4-6,  and 37.5% were 7+.
  I t  appears that  s ize of  the museum does af fect  whether
or not more or less grants were pursued. Group A sought
observably more grants in 2020 and observably less
grants in 2021. Group B, however,  d id not have
signi f icant var iat ion.  This is s igni f icant because larger
museums remained steady in number of  appl icat ions and
amounts,  therefore,  smal ler  museums could benef i t  f rom
learning how larger museums f ind and apply for  grants.
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Research Quest ions
1. Given the increased/cont inued avai labi l i ty  of
grant funding, did Flor ida museums seek more or
less grant opportuni t ies dur ing/af ter  the COVID-19
pandemic c losures in comparison to pr ior  years?

2. I f  there is a change, does the size of  the museum
affect  the increase/decrease in funding opportuni t ies
sought?

  In a 2020 survey conducted by Dynamic
Benchmarking for the American Al l iance of  Museums,
64% of the 619 responding museums ant ic ipated
having to cut  back on educat ion,  programming, and
other publ ic services due to budget short fa l ls  and/or
staf f  reduct ions (Dynamic Benchmarking, 2020).
However,  according to Mervis (2021) in an art ic le
discussing funding avai labi l i ty  for  academic research,
Federal  funding has actual ly increased since the
pandemic (p.  1298).
  The USA Spending websi te of fers insights into how
Federal  funds are dispersed through their  Spending
Explorer tool .  For example,  Federal  grants provided by
the Inst i tute of  Museum and Library Sciences
increased grant and contract  funding speci f ical ly for
museums in 2020 to $43,556,166 and $43,864,648 in
2021, compared to $34,866,129 in 2019 and
$36,340,864 in 2018 (USA Spending, 2021).
  State governments have also cont inued to of fer
funds. Since the beginning of  the lockdown (March
2020),  the Flor ida Department of  State has of fered 8
grants of  h istor ical ,  ar t ,  and cul tural  s igni f icance
(FDOS, 2021).
  Simi lar ly,  community based grants have also
remained avai lable.  Speci f ical ly looking at  Brevard
County,  the Space Coast Tour ism Development Off ice
offered a Cul tural  Event Grant for  2021, and the
Community Foundat ion for  Brevard of fered a
Community Grant to Brevard nonprof i ts for  2021
(SCTDO, n.d. ;  CFB, n.d.) .

Developed research quest ions
Performed l i terature review to ident i fy past research
of funding avai labi l i ty  dur ing pandemic c losures,  as
wel l  as how to interpret  a nonprof i t  Form 990
Rather than search each museum’s past two 990s,
the method of  survey was chosen as the most
ef f ic ient  way to gather past and most current grant
appl icat ion and award data
Developed survey quest ions (quant i tat ive) for
museums about speci f ic  numbers and amounts
appl ied for  in order to f ind answers to research
quest ions
Beginning with Google,  ident i f ied 67 Flor ida count ies
and then searched for museums within each county
Searched each museum’s websi te and/or Facebook
page to conf i rm their  nonprof i t  status
Searched staf f  d i rector ies for  grant,  development,  or
f inancial  of f icer ’s emai l  addresses; i f  none avai lable,
used general  emai l  or  contact  form
Sent a request for  the person in charge of  grant
appl icat ions to please f i l l  out  the student research
survey and provided a l ink
Used Google Forms to host the survey
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