Fractions

Parts of a Fraction

2 The numerator is above the line.
3 The denominator is below the line.

How to Think About a Fraction

2 s shorthand for: 2 divided by 3 or 2/3. It is easier sometimes to work

3 with a fraction than it is to work with a decimal. Would you rather work
with 2+ = — = or 0.6666666 + 0.25 — 0.1666666?

Working with Fractions

Fraction Method \ Example
Addition of Like | 1. Add the numerators.
Denominators 2. Keep the denominator. 2 .5 _ 2+ _ 1
3. Simplify, if possible 6 6 6 6
Addition of 1. Find the Least Common Multiple of the
Different denominators. 3 1 3 1 2
Denominators 2. Multiply each fraction by a “magic one” to 8 + 4 T 8§ + X 2
convert the fraction to the LCD (if
necessary). 3 2 5
3. Add the numerators. =g T g T &
4. Simplify, if possible.
Subtraction of 1. Subtract the numerators.
Like 2. Keep the denominator. 7 4 7-4 3
Denominators 3. Simplify, if possible 10 ~ 10 10 10
Subtraction of 1. Find the Least Common Multiple of the
Different denominators. EE =N _EE X 2
Denominators 5. Multiply each fraction by a “magic one” to 8 4 8 4 2
convert the fraction to the LCD (if 7 4 3
necessary). = - = —
Simplify, if possible. 8 8 8
Multiplying 1. Cancel, or simplify if possible. 3
Fractions 2. Multiply across 3,6 3 /6/_ 3#3 9
a. Multiply the numerators. | B | ’/T/ = T2¢ 14
b. Multiply the denominators. 2
Dividing 1. Invert the second fraction to its reciprocal. 2
Fractions 2. Multiply the two fractions. (See above) 8 4 &.5 2.5 10
3B B B DS
1

Additional Websites on Fractions

www.aaamath.com/fra.html

http://www.helpwithfractions.com/understanding-fractions.html

Additional Information on the “Magic One”
When trying to find the “magic one,” look at the

www.coolmath.com/fractions/index.html

denominator of the fraction and divide it into the LCD.

For instance, if the LCD was 8, we'd divide 8 by 4 to

get 2. Then, to convert 2/4 to a

= x 2 _ 3% common denominator of 8,
4 2 8 multiply 2/4 by 2/2. The fraction
2/2 would be the “magic one.”
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