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How Do You Approach a Word Problem 
CIRCLE/CHECK  THE SELECTION THAT FITS YOU THE BEST 

1.  When you realize that you’re facing a math word problem, what do you do? 

A. I move to the next question D. I feel a headache starting 
B. I read the problem and realize I don’t want to solve it E. I don’t know where to start. 
C. I read the question, figure out what the problem is 

asking, determine what is given, and what I need to 
find/calculate.   

F. I don’t understand what I’m reading.  I try to 
plug the numbers into the best equation for 
an answer. 

 
2. Do you feel ask if you’re reading another language when faced with a math word problem?  

All the time  Most of the time  Sometimes  Rarely  Never 
                   
 

FOR EACH STATEMENT, CHECK YES OR NO 

3. Do you read your math textbook?  Yes  No
     
4. Do you develop a math vocabulary/glossary from new words used in each section?  Yes  No
     
5. Do you summarize each chapter in your textbook e.g. terminology & definitions,   Yes  No

notation, equations, identities, properties, theorems, problem solving methods, 
hints/tips/tricks, etc.? 

    

     
6. Do you outline the types of problems in each section of your textbook?  Yes  No
 
What do you think when you hear “word problem?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


