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Post-Draft Outlines  

 

 

 The Paper  What the Paragraphs are Saying

1. A big part of good writing is good organizing. Creating 

an outline is a useful tool for organizing a paper before 

you’ve written it. But did you know that you can outline 

a paper after you’ve written it? Like a pre-draft outline, 

the post-draft outline is a useful tool for assessing the 

organization of your paper.  After you’re done with a 

rough draft, creating a post-draft outline can help you 

see how your paper flows from beginning to end. It’ll 

also help you see how well paragraphs are connected to 

each other, whether or not sections of your paper are 

redundant, and if you’ve supported your thesis in each 

paragraph.  

 

 

2. The first step in creating a post-draft outline is to 

number each of your paragraphs. Then, on a separate 

sheet of paper, begin with number one. Write a 

sentence or phrase that summarizes what your first 

paragraph says. Follow this format for your second 

paragraph; write number two on your separate piece of 

paper, and summarize what paragraph two says. These 

steps are carried out for you in the column to the right.  

 

3. After you’ve outlined your entire paper, you’ll have a 

much better understanding of how it’s organized and 

how well you’re supporting your thesis. Oftentimes 

post-draft outlines will reveal how to better organize 

your ideas. They can show if you’ve strayed from your 

thesis or if you have paragraphs that don’t stick to your 

topic. By using post-draft outlines, you’ll be able to 

identify these common issues and easily make 

corrections.  

 

 

 

1. Why to use post-draft outlines 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How to set up post-draft outlines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How I can use post-draft outlines, and how 
they will help me avoid or identify problems 

 
 

 


