
Director’s
Minute

Automotive Group Continues 
Tradition of Generosity

Jennie Kriete
Director,

 EFSC Foundation

and has committed to another $50,000 for 2017.

Dear Titan 
Friends,

Summer may 
slow down for our 
students at EFSC, 
but the Foundation 
remains busy raising 
money for student 
scholarships.  Our 
number one goal is to secure funds 
to help meet our students’ financial 
needs.  We count on YOU - the support 
of our Alumni, local businesses and Titan 
friends - to help students realize their 
career goals.  

You may have read that the Florida State 
Legislature has made dramatic budget 
cuts to the Florida College System of 
which EFSC is a member.  So, now more 
than ever, we need your support. The 
EFSC Foundation also offers Endowed 
Faculty Chair awards to attract and retain 
excellent faculty.  If you are interested 
in supporting student scholarships or 
endowed faculty chairs, please contact 
our offices at 321-433-7055. 
Enjoy the lazy days of summer!
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his edition highlights our wonderful friends at Boniface-Hiers Automotive Group.  
A.J. Hiers, the company’s President and CEO, presented a $50,000 donation in 2016 for 
student scholarships 

“This donation will go a long way in helping students achieve their dream of a college 
education and launching great careers,” said Dr. Jim Richey, President of Eastern Florida 
State College.  “I cannot thank Boniface-Hiers enough for their generosity and the 
strong support they are showing the College as we continue offering students new 
degrees and opening doors they might not have thought possible.”

Mr. Hiers stated, “It is truly an honor for the Boniface Hiers Automotive Group to be able 
to donate financially to Eastern Florida State College.  Our hope is that the scholarship 
funds will be made available to deserving students, helping them turn their dream of a 
college education and eventually a wonderful career into reality.”

Boniface-Hiers Automotive Group owns and operates five dealerships throughout 
Brevard County, providing sales and service for Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram Trucks, 
Mazda, Kia and Infiniti automobiles as well as Honda motorcycles and ATVs. To receive 
information about EFSC discounts, call 833-212-7411.

Thank you A.J. Hiers and Boniface-Hiers Automotive Group for being a part of the 
EFSC Foundation family!  We are grateful for our wonderful donors!

T
Dewey Harris, Board of Trustee member, and Dr. Jim Richey accept a check
presented by Mr. A.J. Hiers, President and CEO of Boniface-Hiers Automotive Group.
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Alumni Update

Alumni Spotlight

he stars aligned as three members of the Monteferrante family celebrated this milestone with family and friends by 
graduating on the same day!  Thomas’ journey began nine years ago as he began slowly working on his degree while 
caring for the needs of his family and working a full time job.  One can only imagine the pride both Chris and Nick felt 
as they saw their father walk across the platform to receive his degree.  The father and sons captured this memorable 
milestone with a picture. Chris and Nick will be heading off to the University of South Florida. 

A

Father and 
sons graduate 
together!

T
 EFSC President Dr. Jim Richey, on the left, and EFSC Board of Trustees 

Chairman Moses L. Harvin Sr., on the right.  
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    shley Nolan, 26, an EFSC student who played volleyball in 2009-2010, 
auditioned for Survivor.  She is a Lifeguard Captain/EMT for the Brevard County 
Ocean Rescue and now a competitor on the popular TV reality show.  

According to Space Coast Daily, Nolan was selected as part of the “Heroes” Tribe.  
The location is considered one of the most beautiful places on earth—Fiji.  This 
is the first time the tribes have been divided based on the most positive traits 
often attributed to them by others.  Heroes are heralded for their courage, their 
achievements and ideals for which they stand.  

Nolan states, “Being a lifeguard, when you run in the water to save someone’s life 
your adrenaline is going, your heart is pumping...but out here it’s either sink, swim 
or get out of the ocean.  For the first time in my life, I’ve got to let people sink, and 
I’m not going to take any mercy.”  

Ashley appears 
in season 35, 
titled Heroes 
vs. Healers vs. 
Hustlers, which 
airs on CBS 
September 27

Brevard Local and Eastern 
Florida State College 
Graduate on Survivor!

Don’t forget to tune in on September 27 
and look for information on an EFSC viewing party!



“The Gift of Education for 
the EFSC Foundation”

Dr. Paulette Howell, EFSC Dean of Health Sciences/Nursing 
with current nursing students. 

Glad Kurian, Hon. Exec Dir, Founder BIMDA; Dr. Aparna 
Kopuri, M.D., President, Chairman of the Board; Dr. Paulette 
Howell, EFSC Dean of Health Sciences/Nursing; Dr. Ashok C. 

Shah M.D., BIMDA Sponsorship Chair
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

NAACP SCHOLARSHIP

Glad Kurian, Hon. Exec. Dir, 
Founder BIMDA

  he Brevard Indo-American Medical and Dental Association (BIMDA)

 

EFSC recently opened its state-of-the-art Health Science Institute that 
will support programs in nursing, physical therapist assistant technology, 
pharmaceutical technology, surgical technology, ultra sound technology, 
and many more. BIMDA’s goal is to support education as philanthropy in 
our community.

astern Florida State College and the Brevard County Branches of the NAACP are partnering to create a 
scholarship fund to support local youth in building successful futures.  Please consider making a gift to this new 
scholarship fund today.  We cannot do it without you! Call 321-433-7055 for more information or visit online at 
https://www.efscfoundation.org/  

T

E
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awarded a $15,000 grant to 
the EFSC Foundation in support 

of nursing scholarships.

EFSC
Scholarships
Apply now!

easternflorida.academicworks.com

- Glad Kurian

“Scholarships can be instrumental in 
enhancing the financial capability of a 
student to pursue higher education. It 
can also be a life changing opportunity 

for someone heading to college.”
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to the 
Foundation Family

ooking back, I’m sure the Pfrimmer family never 
thought that all of them would graduate from the same 
college in the future, but that’s exactly what happened.  
Both Sandy and Charles Pfrimmer graduated from EFSC 
and so have their children, Jenny and Joe.  

Why is this story important, one might ask?  
Because higher education enables transformation.
A college degree creates the opportunity to make social and economic progress in one’s life. When one 
Titan rises, the whole family reaps the benefit as time moves forward.  This transformational change called 
“opportunity” allows students to rise to the level that their abilities and energy will take them.    

moved to the Treasure Coast from Orlando, Florida. 
Soon she began studying business and later graduated from the University 
of Central Florida in 2014 with an MBA.  She is passionate about education 
because it has literally changed her life.  Now, she is the Alumni Relations 
Coordinator for Eastern Florida State College where she is helping to connect 
students and former graduates with the Alumni Association. She has already 
begun to celebrate the accomplishments of EFSC graduates and how they 
have impacted our community through the creation of a new Alumni 
Newsletter along with targeted letters to certificate program graduates.  

Robin Diaz

RISING TITAN SCHOLARS 

Pfrimmer Family 
All Graduates 
of EFSC! 

Pictured from Left to Right: Sandy ’10, Jenny ’17, 
Charlotte (Joe & Kirstie’s daughter), Charles ’15, 

Grace (Joe & Kirstie’s daughter), Joe ’16, Kirstie (Joe’s wife)

L
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“I want to make the 
Alumni program a 
vibrant and useful 
tool in the lives of 
our Alumni,”  
says Robin.



P

UPCOMING EVENTS
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October 5 
Titan’s Toast to Health Fundraiser: 6-8 p.m. Health Science Institute.  Call 321-433-5927

October 19
The Simpkins Entrepreneurial Speaking Series will be held on Thursday, October 19, 2017. 
Keynote speaker Dr. Delicia Haynes will be onstage at the Bernard Simpkins Fine Arts Center 
on the Cocoa campus at 9 a.m. and the Studio Theatre on the Melbourne campus at 12 p.m. 

4th Annual
Eastern Florida 

State College 
Scholarship 
Golf Classic

lanning is well underway for the 4th Annual 
Eastern Florida State College Scholarship Golf 
Classic. Team registration and sponsorship 
opportunities are available. This year’s event will 
be at the spectacular Suntree Country Club. It’s 
a passion of the EFSC Foundation to help others 
give back and that’s why we invest our time and 
resources.  Whether it’s enjoying a day on the 
green, or just the love of the sport, the event 
provides excellent exposure to sponsors, and of 
course, it all goes to a good cause.  Are you ready 

for the competition?  
Great teams are now forming. 
Register your team today! 
easternflorida.edu/go/golf

Events and Outreach

Foundation Newsletter



Titan’s 
 Toast to          

  Health

Karin Alcock
Associate Director 
of Community
Outreach Initiatives

itan’s Toast to Health, a behind-the-scenes 
look at our new state-of-the-art Health 
Sciences Institute, will be held on

Thursday evening, 
October 5 from 6-8 p.m.  

Guests will be guided through our eight 
lab experiences all while enjoying savory 
signature tapas dishes perfectly paired with 
wine and beer. Live entertainment and a blind 
wine pull raffle will complete the setting. 

Our committee, led by 
Honorary Chair, Debbie Keller, 
includes Cindy Bishop, Cari Curri, 
Maria Diegnan, Jessica Gann, 
Judy Healy, Dr. Paulette Howell, 
Ginger Iacobacci, Pamela West 
and Jeanette Pitten, 
is already tending to all the details to showcase 
this extraordinary facility. Be sure to save the 
date and visit our website at easternflorida.
edu/foundation for sponsorship opportunities 
and to purchase tickets.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
September 22
4th Annual EFSC Scholarship Golf Classic, Suntree Country Club, register online 
www.efscfoundation.org/events/2017-golf-registration

September 27
Survivor Viewing Party - watch Ashley Nolan, EFSC Alumni and athlete, compete. 
Details to come - and maybe a guest former Survivor Competitor?!?!

T
Events and Outreach
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Athletic Moment

Tommy Romero

astern Florida State College starting pitcher 
Tommy Romero was recently named a Division I 
First Team All-American by the National Junior 
College Athletic Association.

Romero, who was drafted in the 15th round of the 
Major League Baseball Draft last week, led NJCAA 
Division I baseball in strikeouts with 145 and was 
ninth in ERA with a 1.55. Romero started 15 games 
for the Titans, throwing 93 innings and picked up 
nine wins.

The sophomore finished with a 14.03 strikeout 
per nine rate which is third in the nation. He also 
struck out at least 10 hitters in nine of his 15 starts 
this season.

The Ft. Lauderdale native was also recently named 
the Region 8 and FCSAA Pitcher of the Year.

Romero is the fifth Titan to be named a first team 
All-American this season, joining women’s soccer 
players Bunny Shaw and Darien Davis, men’s 
basketball player Kareem Brewton and men’s golfer 
Brad Bawden.  Support our athletes through the 
EFSC Foundation by becoming an Athletic Booster! 
For more information, call 321-433-5927.

E

$809 billion in income was added to 
the U.S. economy in 2012 by America’s 
community colleges and their students. 
http://www.aacc.nche.edu/AboutCC/
Pages/fastfactsfactsheet.aspx

Eastern Florida State College 
starting pitcher



Eastern Florida State College Foundation Board of Directors:

Vision Statement: 
“Maximizing donor resources to build futures, transform lives, and promote academic excellence.”

 Mission Statement: 
“The EFSC Foundation cultivates donor and alumni relations to secure the resources required to support scholarship and 

initiatives [that exceed the scope and reach of the college budget] or [to further the college mission].”

Consider us in your estate planning and a legacy gift for the future.  Call 321-433-7055 for more information.

EFSC Foundation
Website: easternflorida.edu/foundation
Address: 3865 N Wickham Road 10-110
       Melbourne, FL 32935
Phone: 321-433-7055

3865 N Wickham Road 10-110
Melbourne, FL 32935

Board Members Emeritus:
Bernard Simpkins

Dr. Maxwell C. King

Values:  EDUCATE
Excellence: To contribute outstanding service to benefit the College
Diversity: To include and recognize all the demographics in our community
Unite: To work together for a common purpose
Creativity: To generate solutions outside the normal channels
Ambition: To achieve a desired common goal
Transparency: To operate with the utmost integrity
Ethics: To perform with virtuous behaviors, ideals, and principles!

Linda Cobb
Cari Curri

Ben Glover
Moses Harvin II

Judy B. Healy
Sheriff Wayne Ivey
Steve Lamontagne
Dave Lightholder

Fred Pitten
Bill Row

Dr. Kendall Schumacher
Susie Wasdin

Dr. James Richey, EFSC President
Dewey Harris, EFSC Trustee

Lisa Cullen - Chairman
Ganon Studenberg - Vice Chairman

Joe Felkner - Treasurer
Cindy Bishop - Executive Director

Mitch Goldman - Executive Director


