
MEETING MINUTES 
ADVISING SUBCOMMITTEE OF QEP 

 
  

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Location: Melbourne, Bldg. 1 – 166 Date: 02-11-
2013 

Time: 2:00-4:00 

Purpose: MAI Update and Planning 

Attendees: Barbara Kennedy, Mark Quathamer, Jacinta Dawson, Barbara Bell, 
Jalanda Hudson, Susan Ivey, Samuel Brown 
Phone Attendees:  
 
Discussion – QEP Update 

• Core Scholar Program   
o Barbara K. discussed the plans for how the MAI fits into the Core Scholar 

Program  
 

• Course Connection  
o The QEP Steering Committee is discussing the possibility of connecting a 

course to the MAI Project and the Success Coach Program   
 There were concerns raised about the fact that some students may 

not have enough electives to spare for another class. 
 Susan Ivey discussed the overlap with the current SLS class. 

Should the students take both classes or one or the other? 
 There was discussion about whether the class should be a 3 credit 

class or a 1 credit class. 
 Barbara Bell suggested using the “Special Topics” class and Mark 

Quathamer researched the course outcomes for this class. This 
class can be 1 – 3 credits and may be a viable option to the SLS 
Career Exploration class. 

• Budget Revisions 
o Barbara K. shared that the budget had been changed due to the course 

connection. In the current budget proposal the MAI project is allotted 
$239.00 for the Ning website per discipline per year as well as $200 per 
semester for the initial “Meet and Greet” and $300 per semester for the 
Panel of Experts.    
 There was discussion about the benefits of having the NING social 

network if the MAI Project is connected to a class. Barbara K. 
shared that as a faculty member it is difficult to navigate both sites. 
There were concerns about the buy in to Facebook which many 
faculty members resist. Jalanda Hudson brought up some concerns 
about faculty members wanting to take on the work that would be 
involved in this course if there was an “outside” social network 
element. Mark suggested that Angel only be used for the course 
because of the Facebook concerns. Barbara K. was concerned that 



that using Angel only would take away from the original “Learning 
Environment” aspect which included face to face, on-line, and 
community involvement. Samuel discussed that many people have 
the wrong idea about Facebook and that the site can be very 
secure. He also said that he would be willing to educate the faculty 
on this issue. 

 There was also discussion on the possibility of having a workshop 
for faculty to help them understand internet use in the classroom, 
social networking, safety and privacy, and the benefits for 
classroom use.  

 
 

• Advisor Connection – Administration has agreed to give the advisors some time 
each week to work with the QEP project. 

o There was discussion on how connecting the course will change the 
advisor input. Some suggestions were made. 
 Susan Ivey suggested using workshops held by the advisors. She 

felt as if it would be possible for advisors to visit the classroom to 
give the workshops. This may also be a good time to encourage 
students to meet with advisors on a one to one basis regarding 
their unique needs.  

 Barbara K. wondered if perhaps an advisor could be connected to 
each course. Mark had shared some concerns over the amount of 
time that advisors would be able to give to the project if it continues 
to grow.    

 Jacinta is in the process of creating a powerpoint that was to be 
used at the initial face to face meeting. There may not be time this 
semester to have the face to face meeting, but Mark suggested 
using the presentation on the night of the “Panel of Experts”.   

 
• Psychology Connection Update  

o Barbara K. introduced Samuel Brown to the committee. He is the new 
student mentor for the Psychology Connection/Facebook website. The 
growth of the activity on the websites has more than tripled since Sam has 
been involved. 

o The Psychology Connection and Facebook page will continue this 
semester. Jacinta has been wonderful from the advising end. With an 
active faculty member, an active advisor, and a motivated student mentor, 
the project works. 

o Jalanda suggested using a similar format as the BASsoftware site created 
by Colin Archibald from Valencia College. 

• Business Connection Update 
o With the loss of the faculty member for the Business Connection, the 

NING site and Facebook page has remained stagnant.   
o There were some suggestions for possible faculty members who may be 

interested in participating. Jalanda suggested Sheryl Gibbs and Keith 
Flotte. 



• Biology Connection 
o Melodee DeCiteau has agreed to be the faculty mentor for the Biology 

Connection. She is in the early processes of getting the website up and 
running. Sam said that he would be willing to help her with the Facebook 
page. 

• Wrap Up – There seems to be some differing opinions within the group about the 
effectiveness of using Facebook and also the best way to utilize the advisors. 
Since we are a part of the QEP we cannot make final decisions until the QEP has 
been approved but we do have time to change or alter our recommendations. 
Barbara asked that each person send her an e-mail that describes how they see 
the MAI project. One thing is certain and that is that our task was to create a 
“Learning Environment” where the students can gain knowledge within their field 
about the different professions to go into, the colleges that offer programs with 
their field, the community groups that may benefit them and other pertinent 
information related to the specific discipline. 

 
 
 
Action Item(s) Who When 
Send Barbara (copy Mark) a description of how you see the 
MAI fitting into the Core Scholar Program. 

ALL No later 
than 2/14 

One the rough draft is completed, send the committee 
members a copy of the Advising powerpoint for suggestions 

Jacinta No later 
than 3/01 

Contact Sheryl Gibbs and Keith Flotte to be possible faculty 
mentors for the Business Connection 

Barbara No later 
than 2/14 

Contact Marilyn Cook about providing some training in internet 
use in the classroom. 

Barbara No later 
than 2/14 

Contact Colin Archibald of Valencia Community College for 
input on Facebook 

Sam No later 
than 2/21 

 
 
Questions to answer 
Is it possible to have advisors with a master’s degree teach the course connected to the 

MAI? 
Is it possible to have a workshop on social networking to help alleviate the fears of 
faculty? 
 

Next meeting 
After QEP meeting, most likely mid or late March.  
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