
Math Cluster Meeting, January 8, 2015 
Melbourne / 7-108C / 9:30 – 12:00 

 
Faculty in Attendance: 

Jane Edgar, Cocoa 
Melissa Jones, Cocoa 
Dustin Files, Palm Bay 
Radhe Schiff, Palm Bay 
Sasan Kermani, Palm Bay 
Kenneth Iwezulu, Palm Bay 
Holly Wendel, Palm Bay 
Dough Wendel, Cocoa 
John Galli, Cocoa 
Michelle Bisceglia, Cocoa 
Beth Rountree, Cocoa 
Ruth Chabot, Cocoa 
Eileen Corelli, Melbourne 
Bob Young, Palm Bay 
Shannon Dexter, Melbourne 
DeAnn Bohm, Melbourne 
John Khoury, Melbourne 
Christine Sibol, Melbourne 
Vicki Norwich, Melbourne 
Stephanie Wang, Cocoa 
Iris Burkhardt, Melbourne 
Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz, Palm Bay 
Asiya Satdanova, Palm Bay 
Yoshi Yamamoto, Cocoa 
Virginia Hayes, Titusville 
Marsha Lake, Titusville 
Coleen Huff, Palm Bay 
Brad Marovich, Titusville 
Kelli Norris, Titusville 
Joe Wakim, Melbourne 
Vinh Nghiem, Melbourne 
Jeremy Mandelkern, Melbourne 
Katina Gothard, Palm Bay 
Lily Sainsbury, Melbourne 
Shai Neumann, Melbourne 
  



Math Cluster Meeting Minutes 
 

 New four-year bachelor’s degree in data science management  
o Board of Trustees has approved a four-year bachelor’s degree in data science 

management. As part of this there will be two new upper division math classes that are 
at the 3000 and 4000 level. The classes are statistics with programming language and 
numerical analysis.   

o Any faculty interested in teaching these classes should send a one line email to Vinh 
Nghiem or Shai Neumann. 

o Necessary credentials for the courses have yet to be determined. 
o Dr. Cobb is the administrator on the program. 

 New notification process for OSD 
o New teacher notifications will be sent via email by OSD. Faculty should not reply to 

email but log into MyEFSC within two working days to confirm receipt of the 
notification. 

o Log into MyEFSC, in the drop down menu under Faculty Resources, select OSD Teacher 
Resources and click Launch. This must be done for each individual student. 

o If not completed within two working days the provost will be notified. 
o A hard copy of the notification can be printed from MyEFSC if desired. 

 Campus coordination for low enrollment courses 
o The suggestion was made to coordinate the offerings of low enrollment courses 

between the campuses so that several campuses aren’t struggling to fill the same 
courses. 

o Dr. Yamamoto said that Cocoa and Titusville do work to coordinate their class offerings. 
o Melbourne and Palm Bay also have worked together to coordinate their offerings for 

Differential Equations. Melbourne typically offers it in the morning and Palm Bay 
typically offers it in the afternoon or evening. 

o If changes occur in the usual offerings other campuses should be notified. 
o Melbourne should also coordinate Differential Equations offerings with the Cocoa 

campus as well, possibly alternating terms so that the courses make. 

 MAE 2801 Math for Elementary Educators is being offered in Palm Bay for the spring term of 
2015. 

 MAC 2313 Calculus III is being offered on each campus. The enrollment is as follows: 
o Cocoa – 8       
o Palm Bay – 15 
o Melbourne – 9 
o Titusville – 7  

 Virtual Classes Enrollment 
o Calculus III – 8  
o Differential Equations – 25 

 Undergraduate Research Presentation – was to start at 10 but never showed up 

 Election of Cluster Chair and Alternate 
o Current cluster chair is Jane Edgar, alternate is Katina Gothard 
o Current term ends in May. 
o A vote was taken at the meeting and Jane was elected as continuing cluster chair. 
o Jane will send out an email for the election for the alternate since there were two 

people interested. 



 AAC Rep. 
o Dustin is the current AAC rep and his term is up. 
o An alternate is also needed. 
o Jane will send out an email for an election for the AAC rep. 

 Textbook Selection Report 
o Business Calculus – reviewing texts, ranking will be submitted by end of January.  A vote 

will be taken in February. 
o Calculus – all books have been received (except for Rogawski). A vote will be taken in 

February, and the short list sent out in March. 
 Transitioning to early transcendental functions for Calculus I in fall 2015 and 

Calculus II in spring 2016. 
o Developmental Mathematics Text – focusing mainly on software primarily for MATV 

0057. 
 Several pilots for various software are being run this semester including Aleks 

and Learnsmart. 
o Liberal Arts – waiting on additional texts with late publishing dates. A short list will be 

available by the end of the month, and a vote to come next month. 

 Friday, January 9, 2015 is a faculty work day and administration is encouraging all faculty to 
attend a workshop. 

 Calculus software presentation will be next Friday, January 16th, on the Cocoa campus building 
5, room 144. 

 Assessment 
o No assessments in the spring 
o The timeline from last spring stated that fall 2014 would be the end of assessments for 

SACS 
o Suggestion was made to eliminate sample plan, each faculty member should only be 

accessing one class per term but the current plan isn’t setup that way.  The new sample 
plan is that each course (not section) would be running an assessment.   

o There was an Assessment Committee meeting set for that afternoon in which Shannon 
Dexter would be attending and the math department would like her to propose to the 
committee that we create our own sampling plan in which each instructor would have 
at most one assessment to complete and the department chairs would handle the 
distribution of assessments to ensure full coverage of all courses. Also, are we running 
assessments every semester? 

o Possible oversight that MAC 1114 College Trigonometry is not included on the 
assessment list. 

o For online courses, MyMathLab has a new “Show Work” feature that can be used for 
this assessment process. 

o Adjuncts administer assessments also. They will get more instructions from department 
chairs on how to score and submit the assessments. 

o If teaching face-to-face and online Joe Wakim and the department chairs will coordinate 
so that no faculty will do more than one assessment. 

o Dustin will submit this above recommendation. 

 MATV 0057 
o Students who have earned an S in MATV 0057 but would like to continue with MATV 

0028 have that option available to them. Should MATV 0028 be sent through the 



curriculum process so that MATV 0057 is listed as a perquisite? Doug Wendel 
volunteered to do this. 

o The math department has agreed that it an S in MATV 0057 is a satisfactory perquisite 
for MATV 0028 and the department chairs will sign students in to MATV 0028 as the 
situation arises. The department chairs will inform the adjuncts about this option as 
well. 

o Possible grades for MATV 0057 are S, A,  B, C, F. There is no U. 
o MATV 0018, MATV 0028 have been much more popular than MATV 0057 for the fall of 

2014 and spring of 2015.  MATV 0057 has been very slow to fill. 

 Status of Course Rewrites 
o MTG 2204 – deleted 
o MAD 2104 – approved and sent to CDC 
o MAE 2801 – Dustin will be working on it but hasn’t started yet. 
o MAP 2302  and MAS 2103 – Sasan and Dustin are done, just needs to be input into 

WIDS. 
o STA 2023H, MAC 1311H, MAC 2312H – Shai working on it 

 Course Substitution Procedure 
o Transferring in courses from other institutions, should approval go from faculty member 

to department chairs or cluster chair? Currently it is being taken care of by the cluster 
chair. 

o Students from OSD requesting to substitute a science or computer science course for a 
math course. 

o Sasan stated there is a committee on each campus that reviews these scenarios and the 
ultimate decision is made by the provost. Yoshi has gotten emails on this type of 
substitution in the past and not allowed it.  From there the student can appeal the 
provost and associate provost. 

o Jane has never had the issue go beyond her decision. 

 Committee working on overlap in MAT 1033 and MAC 1105. 
o Two recommendations:  

 MAT 1033 – examine linear equations and inequalities in two variables, parallel 
and perpendicular slopes, piece-wise functions. Rewrite course outcomes to be 
more specific. 

 MAC 1105 – linear equations and inequalities only covered if deemed necessary 
by instructor.  Section 1.8 on absolute value equations and inequalities is 
mandatory; all other sections optional. Linear functions covered as necessary.  
Course needs to be rewritten, coverage states to include inverse variations but 
not the other variations. 

o Radhe will send out an email on these recommendations. 

 Free Graphing Tool  
o Stephanie Wang informed the group about a Microsoft Math which is a free graphing 

tool that the Cocoa campus has had installed on the classroom and lab computers. 
o Microsoft Math graphs in 2D, 3D, rotates, plots parametric equations, polar equations, 

implicit functions for up to 35 equations and finds intersection points. 
o IT must install to computers. 
o Sasan also recommends DP Graphing. License is likely still under the name Brevard 

Community College. 

 Canvas Concerns 



o Canvas committee available for help. Contact Dee Sibley who is the Associate Provost 
for e-Learning. 

o Students must do Canvas orientation as early as possible because they will not be able 
to do anything else in Canvas or MyMathLab until it has been taken. 


