
Math Cluster Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 9th, 2014  Time: 1:30 PM-3:00 PM Location: Melbourne 7-108B 
 
Members Present:  Jane Edgar-Chair, DeAnn Bohm, Shannon Dexter, Dustin Files, John Galli, 
Katina Gothard, Kenneth Iwezulu, Melissa Jones, Sasan Kermani, John Khoury, Marsha Lake, Jeremy 
Mandelkern, Brad Marovich, Shai Neumann, Vinh Nghiem, Kelli Norris, Vicki Norwich, Ogugua 
Onyejekwe, Beth Rountree, Lily Sainsbury, Asiya Satdanova, Rahde Schiff, Christine Sibol, Joe 
Wakim, Stephanie Wang, Doug Wendel, Holly Wendel, Bogumila Wojtowicz, Elmira Yakutova-
Lorentz, Yoshiyuki Yamamoto, Bob Young, 
 
Member Absent: Tom Golden, Nancy Harbour, Mark Marovich 
 

1. Introduce New Faculty  
Shai Neumann introduced Eileen Corelli. 
 

2. Math Repository Coverage Course by Text 
Christine Sibol will update regularly in ANGEL.  Still need information for: 
STA 2023 provided by Katina Gothard  
MAT 1033  Jeremy Mandelkern and Christine Sibol will put this together using Custom Edition 
MAC 1311, 2312, 2313 by Sasan Kermani 
MAP 2302 and MAC 1233 are using various books  
 

3. Equipment Damage in the Classroom During Weekend Due to Lack of Air Condition  
Send all information to Phil Simpson 

 
4. QEP:  

SACS gave our QEP a high mark. 
Refer to earlier meetings.   
Workshops will be offered. 

 
5. Center for Teaching Excellence 

Open house on all campuses on Friday, January 10th, 2014, 9 AM – 11 AM. 
 

6. Four Year Program in Data Science  
This is a mixed program for Applied Statistics and Computer Science.  As previously discussed 
Applied Statistics degree will be replaced by this combined degree.  It is named Data Science so that 
documentation for employability will be easier.   
 
Based on information provided by John Khoury and Shai Neumann, EFSC is planning to offer 6 
courses and documents are in hands of the State Board.  This program can be offered by EFSC as early 
as fall, 2015. 
 
There is a possibility for new math courses, for example, next level of statistics course and numerical 
analysis.   
 
This program also applies to Business and Health industries.  There are new programs by other 
departments, for example, Quantitative Methods and Bio-statistics that can involve additional math 
courses. 
 



7. Advising Issues Due to Changes in Developmental Education 
Guests:  Linda Eichas (College-wide Admission/Advising/Testing) and Stephanie Burnett (Office of 
the Registrar) 
 
Developmental Education has changed as a result of Florida legislature mandates (contained in 
Senate Bill 1720) this past legislative session. The legislation exempts students who entered a Florida 
public high school in the academic year 2003-2004 and graduated with a Florida standard high school 
diploma (as well as students who are active duty in any branch of the U.S. military) from the 
requirement to take both placement testing and developmental education courses. 
 
According to Stephanie Burnett, exempt students can enroll in MAT 1033 without placement test or 
advisor recommendation, but must sign a waiver. 
 
Exempt students can by self-selecting enroll in MAT 1033.  Instructors need to announce to students 
during the first day of class in MAT 1033 to “move down” to MATV 0028 if students feel MAT 
1033’s pace is too fast.  EFSC will offer 12-week MATV 0028 for those students if there is a demand. 
 
If an exempt student takes the placement test and is placed into an MATV course, he can choose to 
take MAT 1033 instead.  But if he is placed into MATV 0018 and if he chooses to take MATV 0018, 
he must take MATV 0028 before he can take MAT 1033. 
 
Campuses advisors are still guiding students to take MATV courses.  So far, there is not a large 
number of students who are exempt. 
 
There is no math exit requirement in Florida HS.  Every student comes from HS must (a) have a 
placement test score on file (b) meet with an advisor (c) cannot take MAC 1105 or higher without a 
placement test. 
 
MAT 1033 can satisfy elective college credit but not math credit for AA degrees. 
 
Veteran’s benefits only pay for required courses.  Veteran students prefer to take MAT 1033; 
otherwise, if they take MATV courses they need to pay out of pocket.  Administration is working with 
the Board to seek additional funds to help veteran students with this issue.   
 

8. Additional Administration Issues 
Because of change of PERT scores, students taking MGF 1106, MGF 1107 and MAC 1105 must 
receive PERT Math 123 – 150, or pass MAT 1033 with “C” or higher.  This decision is effective fall, 
2013.  Math  faculty voted to deny any exception. 
 
Students transfer from other credited institutions – administration can send request to all four campus 
department chairs to review math course equivalency. 
 
Converting from quarter unit to semester unit – multiply quarter units by 0.66, and rounded down to a 
whole number = semester units  
Math department suggests to multiply by 2/3 instead.   
(Note:  3 quarters = 2 semesters per school year, exclude summer sections) 

 
 



9. Textbook Selection Committees: MAC 1105 and STA 2023 
MAC 1105, chaired by Dustin Files.   
Books are reviewed by the committee and books publishers will have a presentation on technology on 
Friday, January 31st, 2014 at 9 AM on Melbourne campus. 
 
STA 2023, chaired by Kelli Norris. 
Kelli Norris inquired if it is necessary to form a textbook committee for STA 2023 since STA 2023 is 
an end of sequence course, so different campuses can choose their own textbook, like MAC 1233.  
This suggestion was turned down by all faculty members at the meeting because (a) MAC 1233 is only 
offered in limited sections per campus and there was disagreement among campuses at the last book 
selection (b) there has always been agreement among faculty members about STA 2023 textbook 
choices (c) STA 2023 may no longer be an end of sequence course. 
Kelli Norris will contact all book publishers and send books to all committee members to review 
ASAP. 
 
Campus bookstores must have the book list by April 15th.  
 

10. Assessment Issues 
Elmira Yakutova-Lorentz questioned that if we use the same assessment questions to test/quiz 
students, will the assessment be fair since students share information.  Should there be different 
versions? 
Per Katina Gothard, each course group can make its own decision.  The decision has to be made ASAP 
so that adjuncts involved in this assessment can be informed.  SACS is not involved in this issue. 
 
The assessment questions can be part of a quiz grade and will continue to be implemented in different 
courses in order to meet the benchmark. 
 
Katina Gothard suggested giving students more time to practice by scheduling the assessment quiz in a 
later timeline. 
 

11. MATV 0057 – Modularized Developmental Mathematics, 3 credits 
MATV 0057 will replace MATV 0022 starting in Fall, 2014, in a modularized format per state 
requirement. 
 
Students can take the course a maximum of 3 times. 
 
There are 3 modules in this course and student will receive “S” or “N” in each module. Then the 
student will receive an A, B, C, F, S or W as a final grade for the course.   There will be more 
discussion on how to implement the grading system. 
 
MATV 0057 potential instruction hours are 48 hours and the course can be finished in 4 weeks.  
Students can follow by 12-week MAT 1033 during the same semester. 

 
Joe Wakim will modify MATV 0057 course plan. 
The course plan for MATV 0057 needs to be approved by January 20th, 2014.  If we can’t meet this 
date, the next approval due date is February 20th, 2014. 
 

12. Possible Changes to MATV 0028 Course Plan: Drop College-wide Exit Exam; Change to 
3 Hours 



Joe Wakim will modify document and Jane Edgar will send out detailed information to be voted on by 
Thursday, January 16th, 2014. 


