
ASSESSMENT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 17, 2011 

Present:  Boggs, Robin; Dearmin, Connie; Derrick, Dr. Julia; Gothard, Dr. Katina; Spencer, Lynn 
Absent:  Anderson-Mosby, Deborah; Marshall, Debra; Ott, Karyn; Simpson, Dr. Phil 

 
A motion was made by Dr. Julia Derrick that Dr. Katina Gothard chair the Assessment Subcommittee; this motion was 
seconded by Lynn Spencer.  Motion carried unanimously with “aye” vote from all committee members present. 
 
Connie Dearmin volunteered to act as committee secretary. 
 
Dr. Gothard presented a detailed document outlining the evaluation planning process (attached to these Minutes).  
*Prior to discussion of the document, it was decided: 

• The first implementation of the evaluation system would be considered a pilot program. 
• The pilot evaluation system would focus on the General Education/AA program. 
• Only one core ability (CA) would be evaluated in the pilot program. 
• The core ability selected by the committee was “Think Critically and Solve Problems” as this CA has been 

targeted by a majority of courses currently written in performance-based language. 
• Courses evaluated should, as nearly as possible, be “exit courses:” defined as those courses a BCC student takes 

further along in his or her pursuit of an AA degree. 
• “Exit” courses selected for evaluation would be gleaned from the top 25 enrolled courses for the AA degree (for 

the last three academic years).  
*See attached Evaluation Planning document for a complete list of discussion items that move beyond these initial 
parameters. 
 
There was significant discussion about the ultimate role of the Assessment Subcommittee; it was agreed upon by those 
present that the role of the Assessment Subcommittee does not extend beyond the research, planning, and proposal of 
an evaluation system to the Academic Affairs Committee (AAC) and appropriate Administration/support staff; all 
committee members present agreed that any use of the data gathered (such as a program change) does not fall under 
the purview of the Assessment Subcommittee. 
 
Dr. Gothard suggested that for the research and planning phase of the proposal, the committee divide into two 
segments:  Literature Review group and Proposal Development group (see page 3 of Evaluation Planning document 
under “Next Steps” for complete description).  Lynn Spencer, Connie Dearmin, and Julia Derrick volunteered to be in the 
Literature Review group, with the understanding that literature review would occur during the summer.   
 
ACTION ITEMS:  Several action items resulted from in-depth discussion of Dr. Gothard’s Evaluation Planning document: 

1.  Submit a request through the AAC for funding for Assessment Subcommittee members to attend State 
Assessment Meeting of the Florida State Colleges (hosted by Valencia Community College, June 9-10, 2011). 

2. Submit a request-for-research through the AAC to Donna Lake (need a list of the top-enrolled 25 courses for the 
AA degree for the last three academic years). 

3. Dr. Gothard will create a faculty survey to determine who is already performing evaluations of student learning 
outcomes (tied to core abilities) and what methods they are using.  The results of this survey will be reviewed by 
the Assessment Subcommittee and then presented to the AAC.  Upon approval of the AAC, results will then be 
distributed to faculty.   

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, April 19, 2011  3:00 p.m.  7-307C, Melbourne  




