
Commas



Do you sprinkle commas 
everywhere?

Or, do you never use commas for fear of 
misusing commas?



Commas save lives!

Let’s eat Mom.

Or
Let’s eat,
Mom



Use commas with forms of address.

Address=
speaking to someone,

like Mom



Which of the following sentences needs a 
comma?

•1. Karen cooked eggs for breakfast.

•2. Your paper needs more work Chester.

•3. Can you Morris be quiet for a minute?

Did you answer 2 and 3?



•1. Karen cooked eggs for breakfast.
• Subject – verb –sentence structure

•Direct address:

•2. Your paper needs more work, Chester.

•3. Can you,Morris, be quiet for a minute?



Commas separate items
In a list of three or more:
We joined John, Mary, and Paul.

In a series of three or more phrases:
We ran up the steps, jumped over the 
railing, and landed on our feet.

In a series of three or more adjectives:
We liked the bright, green, pine tree



Which of the following needs a comma?

• 1. My cousin thinks Democrats are always right and Republicans are 
always wrong.

• 2. The election of 2017 has caused many individuals to wonder about 
the rights of freedom of speech freedom of religion and freedom of 
the press.

• 3. Do you vote when you do not like the candidates?

Did you answer 2?
Sentence 1 has 1 subject doing only 2 actions
and 3 connects with a subordinating conjunction (when)

Dependent clauses in the middle DO NOT use commas.



Commas separate 
dependent clauses or introductory words 

• Although I ran to school,

The above is a dependent clause. Do you hear the pause? Do you hear the fragment?

It has a noun (I) and it has a verb (ran) but it does not make sense

I was late.

Now, it makes sense.

Now it is a Complete sentence

An Introductory word is emphasized with the comma.

However, the introductory word must have a complete sentence 
follow.



Use commas to set off 
parenthetical information

My brother, who understands math, helps 
me with homework.

who understands math

Is Parenthetical =

added information that does not change the meaning



Which sentence needs a comma?

1. Although the rain was heavy the team practiced.

2. The team practiced although the rain was heavy.

3. The team that practiced won the game.

4. The team which is my favorite won the game.



Did you answer 1 and 4?

• Although the rain was heavy, the team practiced

A sentence beginning with a Dependent Clause
requires a comma.

The team practiced although the rain was heavy.

A sentence ending with a Dependent Clause
does not need a comma. 

The coordinator (although) joins the clauses. 



Parenthetical = Non Essential Phrases

• The team that practiced won the game.

• That clauses are essential.

• The team, which is my favorite, won the game.

• Which is my favorite is not essential to the sentence meaning, 

• So it is isolated by commas. 



Use a comma with a CONJUNCTION when
joining  TWO complete sentences.

• CONJUNCTIONS
• For

• And

• Nor

• But

• Or                                 

• Yet            

• So

I went to the store.

I bought milk.

Which conjunction makes the most sense?

I went to the store, and I bought milk.



Which sentence needs a comma?

• 1. The home team won so the fans swarmed the field.

• 2. The referee blew a whistle yet no one paid attention.

• 3. The referee threw a flag and blew his whistle.

Sentence 1 and 2 need commas 
The home team won, so the fans swarmed the field.
The referee blew a whistle, yet no one paid attention.

Sentence 3 does not need a comma.
The sentence has only one subject  doing two actions.



Commas are used in Quotation Notation.

Jack said, “Grab the pail.”

“Grab the pail,” Jack said.



Use commas to separate adjectives that can 
appear in either order. 

• Commas are common, essential punctuation.
• Commas are essential, common punctuation.

• She is an energetic, bright student.
• She is a bright, energetic student.

She carried a large machine gun.
**She carried a machine large gun**
These adjective must go in the first order to make sense.



Review:
Use commas in the following situations:

• In addressing a particular person or thing.

• When listing three or more items or phrases.

• When starting a sentence with a Dependent Clause.

• When starting a sentence with an Introductory word or 
expression.

• When using Parenthetical information.

• In Quotations.

• When adjectives can come in either order.


